RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS

Rep ScARE AND PALMER RAIDS: A TURBULENT CHAPTER IN AMERICAN HISTORY

RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS REPRESENT ONE OF THE MOST INTENSE PERIODS OF POLITICAL FEAR AND GOVERNMENT ACTION IN
EARLY 20TH-CENTURY AMERICA. THESE EVENTS UNFOLDED IN THE AFTERMATH OF W/ ORLD W/ AR |, A TIME MARKED BY
WIDESPREAD ANXIETY ABOUT COMMUNISM, ANARCHISM, AND RADICAL LEFTIST MOVEMENTS SWEEPING ACROSS THE GLOBE. | HE
RED SCARE AND THE PALMER RAIDS TOGETHER ENCAPSULATE THE FEAR-DRIVEN CRACKDOWN ON PERCEIVED THREATS TO
AMERICAN DEMOCRACY, LEAVING A LASTING IMPACT ON CIVIL LIBERTIES, IMMIGRATION POLICIES, AND THE NATION’S POLITICAL
LANDSCAPE.

THe ORIGINS OF THE RED SCARE

To UNDERSTAND THE RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS, IT’S ESSENTIAL TO GRASP THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE POST-

W oRrLD W AR | ERA. THE END OF THE WAR IN 19 18 BROUGHT NOT ONLY RELIEF BUT ALSO A WAVE OF SOCIAL UNREST,
ECONOMIC INSTABILITY, AND LABOR STRIKES. SIMULTANEOUSLY, THE 19 17 RUSSIAN REVOLUTION HAD ESTABLISHED A
COMMUNIST REGIME, INSPIRING LEFT-WING MOVEMENTS WORLDWIDE. THE FEAR THAT COMMUNISM COULD SPREAD TO THE UNITED
STATES IGNITED A NATIONWIDE PANIC.

THe TERM “RED SCARE” REFERS SPECIFICALLY TO THIS PERIOD OF INTENSE FEAR OF COMMUNIST INFILTRATION, ANARCHIST
VIOLENCE, AND RADICAL REVOLUTIONARIES. AMERICANS WORRIED THAT THESE GROUPS AIMED TO OVERTHROW THE
GOVERNMENT AND DISRUPT THE SOCIAL ORDER. THIS FEAR WAS AMPLIFIED BY A SERIES OF BOMBINGS IN 19 19, INCLUDING
ATTACKS ON GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND PROMINENT BUSINESSMEN, WHICH MANY ATTRIBUTED TO ANARCHISTS.

WHY W AS THE RED SCARE SO INTENSE?

SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THE HEIGHTENED ANXIETY:

- THE GLOBAL RISE OF COMMUNISM AFTER THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION.

- LABOR STRIKES, SUCH AS THE SEATTLE GENERAL STRIKE AND THE BosToN PoLice STRIKE/ WHICH UNSETTLED THE PUBLIC.
- A STRING OF ANARCHIST BOMBINGS TARGETING GOVERNMENT AND BUSINESS LEADERS.

- ANTI-IMMIGRANT SENTIMENT, ESPECIALLY TOWARD EASTERN EUROPEANS AND RADICALS SEEN AS FOREIGN THREATS.

- THE GENERAL POST-W AR ECONOMIC DOWNTURN, WHICH MADE PEOPLE ANXIOUS ABOUT SOCIAL CHANGE.

THIS ATMOSPHERE OF SUSPICION MADE IT EASIER FOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TO JUSTIFY AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS AGAINST
ANYONE SUSPECTED OF RADICAL BELIEFS.

PALMER RAIDS: THE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE

THE PALMER RAIDS WERE A SERIES OF LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS SPEARHEADED BY U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL A. MITCHELL
PALMER BETWEEN 1919 aND 1920. THESE RAIDS AIMED TO CAPTURE, ARREST, AND DEPORT SUSPECTED RADICALS,
PARTICULARLY COMMUNISTS AND ANARCHISTS. PALMER, DETERMINED TO ROOT OUT SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS, WAS GRANTED
SWEEPING POWERS TO CONDUCT THESE OPERATIONS.

WHAT HAPPENED DURING THE PALMER RAIDS?

THE RAIDS OFTEN INVOLVED SUDDEN NIGHTTIME ARRESTS OF HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE, MANY OF WHOM WERE IMMIGRANTS OR LABOR
ACTIVISTS. THE GOVERNMENT TARGETED INDIVIDUALS BELIEVED TO BE AFFILIATED WITH GROUPS LIKE THE COMMUNIST PARTY
USA OR ANARCHIST ORGANIZATIONS. KEY FEATURES OF THE RAIDS INCLUDED:



- \W ARRANTLESS SEARCHES AND ARRESTS.

- MASS DETENTIONS WITHOUT CLEAR EVIDENCE.

- HARSH INTERROGATION METHODS.

- DEPORTATIONS OF HUNDREDS OF IMMIGRANTS WITHOUT FAIR TRIALS.

IN CITIES LIKE NEW YORK, SAN FRANCISCO, AND CHICAGO, THOUSANDS WERE SWEPT UP IN THESE RAIDS. THE SHEER SCALE AND
AGGRESSIVE TACTICS SHOCKED MANY AMERICANS.

LecaL AND CiviL LiBerTIES CONCERNS

THE PALMER RAIDS RAISED SIGNIFICANT CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS. CRITICS ARGUED THAT THE GOVERNMENT VIOLATED THE
FOURTH AMENDMENT’S PROTECTIONS AGAINST UNREASONABLE SEARCHES AND SEIZURES, AS WELL AS THE DUE PROCESS RIGHTS
GUARANTEED BY THE FIFTH AND SIXTH AMENDMENTS. MANY DETAINEES WERE HELD WITHOUT CHARGES OR ACCESS TO LEGAL
COUNSEL.

CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS, INCLUDING THE AMERICAN CiviL LigerTies UNIoON (ACLU), BEGAN TO CHALLENGE THESE ABUSES.
OVER TIME, PUBLIC OPINION SHIFTED AS REPORTS OF OVERREACH AND INJUSTICE EMERGED. EVENTUALLY, COURTS STARTED TO
RULE AGAINST SOME OF THE GOVERNMENT’S TACTICS, AND THE INTENSITY OF THE RAIDS DIMINISHED.

THE IMPACT oF THE RED ScARE AND PALMER RAIDS

THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS DARK CHAPTER IN AMERICAN HISTORY WERE WIDE-RANGING, SHAPING POLICIES AND PUBLIC
ATTITUDES FOR YEARS.

PoLiTicAL AND SocIAL EFFeCcTs

- ¥*¥SUPPRESSION OF LEFTIST MOVEMENTS: ¥ * THE CRACKDOWN WEAKENED LABOR UNIONS AND SOCIALIST ORGANIZATIONS,
MAKING IT HARDER FOR THEM TO ORGANIZE OR INFLUENCE POLITICS.

- ¥¥|NCREASED ANTI-IMMIGRANT SENTIMENT:¥* THE RAIDS FED INTO BROADER NATIVIST FEELINGS, CONTRIBUTING TO
RESTRICTIVE IMMIGRATION LAWS LIKE THE IMMIGRATION ACT OF 1924, WHICH SEVERELY LIMITED IMMIGRATION FROM EASTERN
AND SOUTHERN EUROPE.

- ¥*GroWTH OF GOVERNMENT SURVEILLANCE:** THE EXPERIENCE SET A PRECEDENT FOR FUTURE GOVERNMENT SURVEILLANCE
AND CRACKDOWNS ON POLITICAL DISSENT, INFLUENCING LATER EVENTS SUCH AS THE McCARTHY ERA DURING THE CoLD W AR.

Lessons oN CiviL LIBERTIES

THE PALMER RAIDS SERVE AS A CAUTIONARY TALE ABOUT THE DANGERS OF SACRIFICING CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS IN THE NAME
OF NATIONAL SECURITY. THE BACKLASH AGAINST THE RAIDS HELPED REINFORCE THE IMPORTANCE OF DUE PROCESS AND LEGAL
PROTECTIONS, EVEN DURING TIMES OF PERCEIVED CRISIS. HISTORIANS AND LEGAL SCHOLARS OFTEN POINT TO THIS ERA WHEN
DISCUSSING THE BALANCE BETWEEN SECURITY AND LIBERTY.

THe Rep ScAre’s LEGACY IN MODERN AMERICA

THOUGH THE FIRST RED SCARE AND THE PALMER RAIDS OCCURRED OVER A CENTURY AGO, THEIR ECHOES REMAIN RELEVANT. THE
FEAR OF INTERNAL THREATS AND THE TENSION BETWEEN SECURITY AND FREEDOM CONTINUE TO SHAPE AMERICAN POLITICS AND
POLICY. UNDERSTANDING THIS HISTORY HELPS CONTEXTUALIZE MORE RECENT EVENTS, SUCH AS THE POST-9/11 SECURITY



MEASURES AND DEBATES OVER GOVERNMENT SURVEILLANCE.

How To RecoGNIZE SIMILAR PATTERNS ToODAY

- W ATCH FOR GOVERNMENT ACTIONS THAT BYPASS LEGAL SAFEGUARDS DURING TIMES OF CRISIS.

- BE AWARE OF HOW FEAR CAN LEAD TO SCAPEGOATING OF MINORITY GROUPS OR IMMIGRANTS.

- SUPPORT TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS.
- ADVOCATE FOR THE PROTECTION OF CIVIL LIBERTIES EVEN AMID SECURITY CONCERNS.

BY REFLECTING ON THE RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS, CITIZENS CAN STAY VIGILANT AGAINST REPEATING PAST MISTAKES
WHILE FOSTERING A SOCIETY THAT VALUES BOTH SAFETY AND FREEDOM.

THe Rep ScARE AND PALMER RAIDS REMAIN A POWERFUL REMINDER OF HOW FEAR CAN TRANSFORM A NATION’S POLITICS AND
POLICIES. THEY REVEAL THE CHALLENGES DEMOCRACIES FACE WHEN TRYING TO PROTECT THEMSELVES FROM PERCEIVED THREATS
WITHOUT UNDERMINING THE VERY PRINCIPLES THEY STAND FOR. AS HISTORY SHOWS, VIGILANCE AND RESPECT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS
ARE ESSENTIAL TO MAINTAINING A HEALTHY AND JUST SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT WAS THE RED SCARE IN THE UNITED STATES?

THE RED SCARE REFERS TO THE PERIOD OF INTENSE FEAR OF COMMUNISM AND RADICAL LEFTIST IDEOLOGIES IN THE UNITED
STATES, PARTICULARLY AFTER WORLD W AR |, DURING WHICH THERE WAS \WIDESPREAD CONCERN ABOUT THE POTENTIAL FOR
COMMUNIST REVOLUTION.

\¥/HEN DID THE FIRST RED SCARE OCCUR?

THE FIRST RED SCARE OCCURRED PRIMARILY BETWEEN 1919 AND 1920, FOLLOWING THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION AND AMID
POST-\WORLD W AR | SOCIAL UNREST IN THE UNITED STATES.

WHAT WERE THE PALMER RAIDS?

THE PALMER RAIDS WERE A SERIES OF GOVERNMENT RAIDS CONDUCTED IN 1919 anD 1920, LED BY ATTORNEY GENERAL A.
MITCHELL PALMER, TARGETING SUSPECTED RADICALS, ANARCHISTS, AND COMMUNISTS IN AN EFFORT TO SUPPRESS POTENTIAL
REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES.

\W/HY WERE THE PALMER RAIDS CONTROVERSIAL?

THE PALMER RAIDS WERE CONTROVERSIAL BECAUSE THEY INVOLVED WARRANTLESS SEARCHES, ARRESTS WITHOUT PROPER
EVIDENCE, VIOLATIONS OF CIVIL LIBERTIES, AND THE DEPORTATION OF MANY IMMIGRANTS WITHOUT FAIR TRIALS.

WHo wAS A. MITCHELL PALMER AND WHAT ROLE DID HE PLAY IN THE RED SCARE?

A. MITCHELL PALMER WAS THE U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL WHO ORCHESTRATED THE PALMER RAIDS AND AGGRESSIVELY
PURSUED SUSPECTED RADICALS DURING THE RED SCARE, AIMING TO ROOT OUT COMMUNIST AND ANARCHIST THREATS.

How DID THE PUBLIC REACT TO THE RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS?

PUBLIC REACTION WAS MIXED, SOME SUPPORTED THE GOVERNMENT’'S EFFORTS TO COMBAT PERCEIVED THREATS, WHILE OTHERS
CRITICIZED THE VIOLATION OF CIVIL LIBERTIES AND THE EXCESSIVE USE OF POWER DURING THE RAIDS.



\WHAT IMPACT DID THE RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS HAVE ON CIVIL LIBERTIES IN THE
uS.»

THE RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS LED TO SIGNIFICANT VIOLATIONS OF CIVIL LIBERTIES, INCLUDING ILLEGAL DETENTIONS,
SUPPRESSION OF FREE SPEECH, AND WEAKENING OF DUE PROCESS PROTECTIONS FOR THOSE ACCUSED OF RADICAL ACTIVITIES.

How pID THE RED SCARE INFLUENCE IMMIGRATION POLICY?

THE RED SCARE CONTRIBUTED TO RESTRICTIVE IMMIGRATION POLICIES, AS MANY IMMIGRANTS WERE SUSPECTED OF RADICALISM,
LEADING TO INCREASED DEPORTATIONS AND THE PASSAGE OF LAWS LIMITING IMMIGRATION FROM CERTAIN COUNTRIES.

\WHAT LED TO THE DECLINE OF THE RED SCARE AND THE END OF THE PALMER RAIDS?

THE RED SCARE DECLINED DUE TO PUBLIC BACKLASH AGAINST GOVERNMENT OVERREACH, CRITICISM FROM CIVIL RIGHTS GROUPS,
AND THE REALIZATION THAT THE COMMUNIST THREAT WAS NOT AS WIDESPREAD AS FEARED, LEADING TO THE END OF THE
PaLMer RalDs BY 1920.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Reb ScARE AND PALMER RAIDS: UNRAVELING A TURBULENT CHAPTER IN AMERICAN HISTORY

RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS REPRESENT A CRITICAL PERIOD IN EARLY 20TH-CENTURY UNITED STATES HISTORY, MARKED BY
INTENSE FEAR OF COMMUNISM, RADICALISM, AND ANARCHIST MOVEMENTS. THis ERA, PRIMARILY SPANNING THE YEARS
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORLD W AR |, SAW WIDESPREAD GOVERNMENT ACTION AIMED AT SUPPRESSING PERCEIVED THREATS
TO NATIONAL SECURITY AND AMERICAN VALUES. THESE EVENTS NOT ONLY SHAPED IMMIGRATION AND CIVIL LIBERTIES POLICIES
BUT ALSO LEFT AN ENDURING IMPACT ON THE NATION’S APPROACH TO DISSENT AND POLITICAL ACTIVISM.

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF THE RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS

THE AFTERMATH OF WORLD W AR | WAS CHARACTERIZED BY SOCIAL UPHEAVAL, ECONOMIC STRESS, AND THE SPREAD OF
REVOLUTIONARY IDEOLOGIES SUCH AS BOLSHEVISM FOLLOWING THE 19 17 RUSSIAN REVOLUTION. THE SUCCESS OF THE
COMMUNIST REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA ALARMED MANY IN THE UNITED STATES, WHO FEARED A SIMILAR UPRISING ON AMERICAN
SOIL. THIS FEAR WAS COMPOUNDED BY A SERIES OF LABOR STRIKES, BOMBINGS TARGETING GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, AND
ANARCHIST ACTIVITIES THAT FUELED PUBLIC ANXIETY.

DURING THIS VOLATILE ATMOSPHERE, THE TERM “RED SCARE” EMERGED TO DESCRIBE THE WIDESPREAD FEAR OF COMMUNISTS
(OFTEN CALLED “REDS”) INFILTRATING AMERICAN SOCIETY. THE FIRST RED SCARE, WHICH LASTED ROUGHLY FROM 1917 To
1920, WAS DISTINGUISHED BY PARANOIA ABOUT RADICAL LEFTIST ORGANIZATIONS AND THE POTENTIAL OVERTHROW OF THE
CAPITALIST SYSTEM.

THe PALMER RAIDS: GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO RADICALISM

NAMED AFTER ATTORNEY GENERAL A. MITCHELL PALMER, THE PALMER RAIDS WERE A SERIES OF AGGRESSIVE LAW ENFORCEMENT
ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BETWEEN 1919 AND 1920. THESE RAIDS TARGETED SUSPECTED COMMUNISTS, ANARCHISTS, AND
OTHER LEFT-WING RADICALS. UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE NEWLY
FORMED BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (PREDECESSOR TO THE FBI), THOUSANDS OF INDIVIDUALS WERE ARRESTED, OFTEN WITHOUT
WARRANTS OR DUE PROCESS.

KEY FEATURES OF THE PALMER RAIDS INCLUDED:



MASS ARRESTS OF SUSPECTED RADICALS, FREQUENTLY WITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE
e DEPORTATIONS OF NON-CITIZENS ACCUSED OF SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES
® SUPPRESSION OF CIVIL LIBERTIES, INCLUDING FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND ASSEMBLY

e USE OF AGGRESSIVE TACTICS SUCH AS WARRANTLESS SEARCHES AND DETENTIONS

\WHILE THE GOVERNMENT JUSTIFIED THESE MEASURES AS NECESSARY TO PROTECT NATIONAL SECURITY, CRITICS ARGUED THAT
THE RAIDS VIOLATED CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND FUELED A CLIMATE OF FEAR AND REPRESSION.

ANALYZING THE IMPACT OF THE RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS

THE ReD SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS HAD PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS FOR AMERICAN SOCIETY, POLITICS, AND LAW ENFORCEMENT.
THIS PERIOD EXEMPLIFIED THE TENSION BETWEEN SAFEGUARDING NATIONAL SECURITY AND PRESERVING INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS—A
DEBATE THAT REMAINS RELEVANT IN CONTEMPORARY DISCOURSE.

PoLiTicaL AND SociAL CONSEQUENCES

THE FIRST RED SCARE CONTRIBUTED TO A CONSERVATIVE SHIFT IN AMERICAN POLITICS DURING THE EARLY ]QQOS,
CULMINATING IN A CRACKDOWN ON LABOR UNIONS, LEFTIST POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS, AND IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES. THE
RAIDS DISPROPORTIONATELY TARGETED IMMIGRANTS, PARTICULARLY THOSE FROM EASTERN EUROPE AND RUSSIA, WHO \WERE
OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH RADICAL POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES.

MOREOVER, THE RED SCARE CONTRIBUTED TO THE ENACTMENT OF RESTRICTIVE IMMIGRATION POLICIES SUCH AS THE
IMMIGRATION ACT OF 1924, WHICH SEVERELY LIMITED THE NUMBER OF IMMIGRANTS ALLOWED ENTRY BASED ON NATIONAL
ORIGIN. THESE POLICIES REFLECTED WIDESPREAD NATIVIST SENTIMENTS AND SUSPICION TOW ARDS FOREIGNERS PERCEIVED AS
POTENTIAL RADICALS.

LeGAL AND CiviL LiBerTIES CONSIDERATIONS

THE PALMER RAIDS RAISED SIGNIFICANT LEGAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE BALANCE BETWEEN CIVIL LIBERTIES AND GOVERNMENT
AUTHORITY. THE DISREGARD FOR DUE PROCESS DURING RAIDS LED TO PUBLIC OUTCRY AND LEGAL CHALLENGES. NOTABLY, CIVIL
RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS AND SOME MEMBERS OF CONGRESS CONDEMNED THE GOVERNMENT'S OVERREACH.

THE RAIDS HIGHLIGHTED THE DANGERS OF UNCHECKED EXECUTIVE POWER AND THE POTENTIAL FOR ABUSE IN THE NAME OF
NATIONAL SECURITY. THEY ALSO SET PRECEDENTS THAT INFLUENCED LATER GOVERNMENT ACTIONS DURING PERIODS OF
PERCEIVED THREATS, SUCH AS THE MCCARTHY ERA AND POST-9/ 171 SECURITY MEASURES.

CoMPARATIVE PersPECTIVES: ReD ScARE oF 1919-1920 AnND LATER
ANTI-COMMUNIST MOVEMENTS

UNDERSTANDING THE FIRST RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS PROVIDES VALUABLE CONTEXT FOR LATER PERIODS OF AMERICAN
HISTORY CHARACTERIZED BY ANTI-COMMUNIST FERVOR. THE SECOND RED SCARE DURING THE LATE 1940s anp 1950s, LED BY
SENATOR JOSEPH MCCARTHY, ECHOED MANY THEMES FROM THE EARLIER PERIOD, INCLUDING SUSPICION OF COMMUNIST
INFILTRATION AND SUPPRESSION OF DISSENT.

HO\X/EVER, THE PALMER RAIDS WERE DISTINCTIVE IN THEIR SCALE OF GOVERNMENT-SANCTIONED ARRESTS AND DEPORTATIONS



OCCURRING IN A RELATIVELY SHORT TIME FRAME. UNLIKE THE MCCARTHY ERA, WHICH FOCUSED ON CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS
AND BLACKLISTING, THE PALMER RAIDS INVOLVED DIRECT LAW ENFORCEMENT INTERVENTIONS.

LeGACY AND LESSONS LEARNED

THE RED SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS SERVE AS A CAUTIONARY TALE ABOUT THE CONSEQUENCES OF FEAR-DRIVEN POLICIES.
\W/HILE CONCERNS ABOUT NATIONAL SECURITY WERE NOT UNFOUNDED, THE EXCESSES OF THIS PERIOD UNDERSCORED THE
IMPORTANCE OF PROTECTING CIVIL RIGHTS EVEN AMIDST PERCEIVED THREATS.

HISTORIANS AND LEGAL SCHOLARS OFTEN POINT TO THIS ERA AS A CRITICAL EXAMPLE OF HOW DEMOCRATIC SOCIETIES CAN
STRUGGLE TO UPHOLD CONSTITUTIONAL VALUES WHEN CONFRONTED WITH CRISES. THE DEBATES SPARKED BY THE PALMER
RAIDS CONTINUE TO INFORM DISCUSSIONS ON GOVERNMENT SURVEILLANCE, IMMIGRATION POLICY, AND CIVIL LIBERTIES.

ConcLusIioN: THE ENDURING RELEVANCE OF THE RED SCARE AND PALMER
RAIDS

THe Rep SCARE AND PALMER RAIDS ENCAPSULATE A MOMENT WHEN FEAR RESHAPED AMERICA’S LEGAL AND SOCIAL LANDSCAPE,
REVEALING THE FRAGILITY OF CIVIL LIBERTIES UNDER PRESSURE. BY EXAMINING THIS PERIOD THROUGH AN ANALYTICAL LENS, IT
BECOMES CLEAR THAT THE BALANCE BETWEEN SECURITY AND FREEDOM IS A PERSISTENT CHALLENGE, ONE THAT REQUIRES
VIGILANCE AND THOUGHTFUL GOVERNANCE TO NAVIGATE SUCCESSFULLY. UNDERSTANDING THIS CHAPTER IN AMERICAN HISTORY
PROVIDES CRITICAL INSIGHTS INTO THE DYNAMICS OF POLITICAL FEAR, GOVERNMENTAL POWER, AND THE RESILIENCE OF
DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES.
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red scare and palmer raids: The Palmer Raids Charles River Editors, 2019-12-09 *Includes
pictures *Includes excerpts of contemporary accounts *Includes a bibliography for further reading
The war power is of necessity an inherent power in every sovereign nation. It is the power of
self-reservation and that power has no limits other than the extent of the emergency. - Attorney
General A. Mitchell Palmer, December 1918 While the period from 1945-1955 was the longest and
most extensive period of time in American history when a fear of communism gripped the country, it
was not the first. World War I was the first major foreign conflict the U.S. was involved in, after
being safe behind the Atlantic Ocean, and Americans were now afraid of espionage and sabotage. As
a result, people of German descent came under suspicion, and this subjected innocent
German-Americans to mob violence, much of it perpetrated by a vigilante group called the American
Protective League (APL), which had a quarter of a million members dedicated to rooting out German
spies. When they did not find enough, they turned their sights on homegrown subversives, namely
the International Workers of the World, the Wobblies. With the end of the war, concern over German
subversives was replaced with concerns over communist subversives. By 1919, the Bolshevik
Revolution had spread throughout Central Europe and seemed to threaten the rest of the world. In
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America, newspaper stories openly worried about a similar revolution in the country. A rash of
strikes fed fears that class warfare, fomented by foreign communist forces, would break out at any
moment. In this powder keg, all that was needed was a spark to create full-blown hysteria, and the
spark came on June 2, 1919, when the home of Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer was bombed,
injuring Palmer and killing the bomber. The anarchist leaflets he was carrying were scattered in the
bomb debris, and this attack on his home prompted Palmer, who had been a reformist Quaker, to
launch an all-out war against left-wing radicals. In the process, the Attorney General, who had
already been impressed with a self-confident and energetic young man named J. Edgar Hoover, put
him in charge of the battle against radicalism. The Red Scare had begun in earnest. Palmer decided
that the way to eliminate the radical threat in America was to get rid of the radicals by deporting
them en masse out of the country. There were just two problems with Palmer's solution: most
radicals were American citizens and not aliens, and the Justice Department had no authority to
deport aliens for radical activities. Undeterred, Palmer set up the General Intelligence Division (GID)
under Hoover, who set about collecting and organizing information (both factual and
unsubstantiated rumors) about radical organizations and individuals that came in from state, local,
and federal agencies. One of the first things Hoover did, drawing on his library experience, was to
set up a card index listing every radical individual and organization in the country. In short order,
the number of cards had grown to 450,000. The raids succeeded in rounding up 10,000 people,
many at meetings open to the general public. The problems inherent in this approach were apparent
several days later when almost 5,000 had to be released because they were either not Communist
Party members or because they were otherwise law-abiding citizens. Those who remained in custody
were questioned using third degree tactics of intimidation and forced to sign statements regardless
of their accuracy. While the investigators were obtaining the evidence necessary to deport
dangerous radicals, Hoover initiated a carefully orchestrated publicity campaign designed to inflame
fears of the radicals among the American public. This was the first time Hoover engaged in such
activities, and from it he learned the value of public opinion in law enforcement. It was a lesson he
would carry with him when he became Director of the FBI.

red scare and palmer raids: Palmer Raids and the Red Scare 1918-1920 Nick Shepley, 2011

red scare and palmer raids: The Red Scare: A History of American Anticommunism
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-14 In this comprehensive and thought-provoking book, Pasquale De
Marco offers a fresh perspective on the history of American anticommunism. Drawing on a wide
range of sources, the author argues that anticommunism has been a powerful force in American
history, shaping everything from politics to culture to foreign policy. The book begins by examining
the roots of anticommunism in the early 20th century. The author shows how fears of communism
spread in the wake of the Russian Revolution and the rise of the Soviet Union. These fears were
fueled by propaganda campaigns and by the activities of real communist parties in the United
States. The book then traces the development of anticommunism during the Cold War. The author
shows how anticommunism became a central plank of American foreign policy and how it led to a
vast security apparatus and a climate of fear and suspicion. The book also explores the impact of
anticommunism on American society, including the discrimination and harassment faced by
suspected communists and communist sympathizers. In the years since the Cold War,
anticommunism has continued to play a role in American politics and culture. The author shows how
anticommunism has been used to justify wars, attack political opponents, and discriminate against
immigrants and other marginalized groups. The book concludes by arguing that anticommunism is a
fading force in American life, but that it has left a legacy of fear, suspicion, and division. The author
calls for a new understanding of anticommunism that recognizes its complex history and its lasting
impact on American society. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in American history,
politics, or culture. It is a timely and important work that sheds new light on one of the most
significant forces in American history. If you like this book, write a review!

red scare and palmer raids: The Palmer Raids and the Red Scare: 1918-1920 Nick
Shepley, 2015-12-07 In this volume of the Explaining Modern History Series, Nick Shepley explores



the roots of American anti Communism and how a strong and independent left wing movement in
the USA was broken during and immediately after World War One. Essential reading for anyone
trying to make sense of America in the 1920s and beyond.

red scare and palmer raids: The Red Scare Andrew A. Kling, 2011-12-15 A creeping sense of
panic and paranoia characterized the Red Scare as millions of Americans began to subscribe to the
belief that communists and socialists were infiltrating American institutions. This compelling volume
examines the Red Scare from diverse perspectives to facilitate discussions and research of relevant
topics regarding this tense period of American history. Chapters examine topics such as the
conditions that spawned radical movements, the response to communist activity including blacklists
and F.B.I. surveillance, initiatives in congress to stamp out threats from the Left, and the downfall
and aftermath of the Red Scare.

red scare and palmer raids: GCSE History for WJEC Specification Paul Barnes, R. Paul Evans,
Peris Jones-Evans, 2003 This student book includes exam practice questions and a mixture of
in-depth and outline studies. It comprehensively covers the outlines studies USA 1929-1990 and
Germany 1919-91, the most popular choice in schools

red scare and palmer raids: Freedom of Speech and the Press lan C. Friedman, 2009
American democracy owes much to the rights guaranteed to individuals in the U.S. Constitution and
specifically in its first 10 amendments, known as the Bill of Rights. Each book in the new six-volume
American Rights set provides the history of a specific right or rights, from the right to vote to the
right to bear arms. The volumes begin with brief colonial history, discussing the war fought by
American Revolutionaries to gain independence from Great Britain - and their opportunity to decide
what rights every American should possess. Coverage also includes later and ongoing struggles by
groups such as women and people of color to gain these rights - both in law and in practice.
Students will learn to appreciate the value of these rights by reading of the battles fought to secure
them and, in some cases, by learning of their relative rarity around the world. Graphs, maps,
photographs, and box features enhance the lively and accessible narrative, calling out important
details and bringing this exciting material to life. Providing a wealth of information, American Rights
is a thought-provoking, must-have set perfect for the young readers of today.

red scare and palmer raids: The Palmer Raids and the Red Scare 1918-1920 Nick
Shepley, 2011

red scare and palmer raids: When the United States Invaded Russia Carl | Richard,
2023-06-14 “An intriguing and carefully argued entry into a small and often overlooked discussion of
American political maneuvering at the end of World War [.” —Library Journal In a little-known
episode at the height of World War I, President Woodrow Wilson dispatched thousands of American
soldiers to Siberia. Carl J. Richard convincingly shows that Wilson'’s original intent was to enable
Czechs and anti-Bolshevik Russians to rebuild the Eastern Front against the Central Powers. But
Wilson continued the intervention for a year and a half after the armistice in order to overthrow the
Bolsheviks and to prevent the Japanese from absorbing eastern Siberia. As Wilson and the Allies
failed to formulate a successful Russian policy at the Paris Peace Conference, American doughboys
suffered great hardships on the bleak plains of Siberia. Richard argues that Wilson’s Siberian
intervention ironically strengthened the Bolshevik regime it was intended to topple. Its tragic legacy
can be found in the seeds of World War II—which began with an alliance between Germany and the
Soviet Union, the two nations most aggrieved by Allied treatment after World War I—and in the Cold
War, a forty-five year period in which the world held its collective breath over the possibility of
nuclear annihilation. One of the earliest U.S. counterinsurgency campaigns outside the Western
Hemisphere, the Siberian intervention was a harbinger of policies to come. Richard notes that it
teaches invaluable lessons about the extreme difficulties inherent in interventions and about the
absolute need to secure widespread support on the ground if such campaigns are to achieve success,
knowledge that U.S. policymakers tragically ignored in Vietnam and have later struggled to
implement in Iraq and Afghanistan.

red scare and palmer raids: The Unseen Struggle: Unveiling the Hidden History of




Anticommunism in America Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-14 Anticommunism has been a powerful
force in American history, shaping everything from foreign policy to domestic politics to cultural
values. But what is anticommunism, and how has it affected the United States? In this
groundbreaking book, Pasquale De Marco explores the history of anticommunism in America, from
its roots in the early 20th century to its resurgence in recent years. Pasquale De Marco argues that
anticommunism is not simply a reaction to the threat of communism, but a complex ideology that has
been used to justify a wide range of political, economic, and social policies. Pasquale De Marco
shows how anticommunism has been used to justify everything from the Palmer Raids and the
McCarthy hearings to the Vietnam War and the War on Terror. Pasquale De Marco also examines
the impact of anticommunism on American society, both positive and negative. Pasquale De Marco
argues that anticommunism has led to a decline in civil liberties, a rise in political repression, and a
climate of fear and suspicion. But Pasquale De Marco also shows that anticommunism has had some
positive effects. For example, anticommunism helped to unite Americans against a common enemy
during the Cold War. It also led to the development of new technologies and industries, such as the
computer and the internet. Pasquale De Marco concludes that anticommunism is a complex and
contradictory ideology that has had a profound impact on American history. Pasquale De Marco calls
for a more nuanced understanding of anticommunism, one that recognizes both its positive and
negative effects. *The Unseen Struggle** is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand
American history and the forces that have shaped it. If you like this book, write a review!

red scare and palmer raids: Red Scare Regin Schmidt, 2000 The anticommunist crusade of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation did not start with the Cold War. Based on research in the early
files of the FBI's predecessor, the Bureau of Investigation, the author describes how the federal
security officials played a decisive role in bringing about the first anticommunist hysteria in the US,
the Red Scare in 1919 to 1920. The Bureau's political role, it is argued, originated in the attempt by
the modern federal state during the early decades of the 20th century to regulate and control any
organised opposition to the political, economic and social order.

red scare and palmer raids: The Myth of American Diplomacy Walter L. Hixson,
2008-10-01 In this major reconceptualization of the history of U.S. foreign policy, Walter Hixson
engages with the entire sweep of that history, from its Puritan beginnings to the twenty-first
century’s war on terror. He contends that a mythical national identity, which includes the notion of
American moral superiority and the duty to protect all of humanity, has had remarkable continuity
through the centuries, repeatedly propelling America into war against an endless series of external
enemies. As this myth has supported violence, violence in turn has supported the myth. The Myth of
American Diplomacy shows the deep connections between American foreign policy and the domestic
culture from which it springs. Hixson investigates the national narratives that help to explain ethnic
cleansing of Indians, nineteenth-century imperial thrusts in Mexico and the Philippines, the two
World Wars, the Cold War, the Iraq War, and today’s war on terror. He examines the discourses
within America that have continuously inspired what he calls our “pathologically violent foreign
policy.” The presumption that, as an exceptionally virtuous nation, the United States possesses a
special right to exert power only encourages violence, Hixson concludes, and he suggests some
fruitful ways to redirect foreign policy toward a more just and peaceful world.

red scare and palmer raids: History of the Labor Movement in the United States Philip
Sheldon Foner, 1988-03 Labor and the Red Scare; Seattle and Winnipeg general strikes; Boston
telephone and police strikes; Streetcar strikes in Chicago, Denver, Knoxville, Kansas City; strikes in
clothing, textile, coal and steel; The open-shop drive; Strikes and Black-white relationships; the AFL
and the Black worker; the IWW; Communist Party founded; Political action 1918-1920.

red scare and palmer raids: History of the Mass Media in the United States Margaret A.
Blanchard, 2013-12-19 The influence of the mass media on American history has been
overwhelming. History of the Mass Media in the United States examines the ways in which the
media both affects, and is affected by, U.S. society. From 1690, when the first American newspaper
was founded, to 1995, this encyclopedia covers more than 300 years of mass media history. History



of Mass Media in the United States contains more than 475 alphabetically arranged entries covering
subjects ranging from key areas of newspaper history to broader topics such as media coverage of
wars, major conflicts over press freedom, court cases and legislation, and the concerns and
representation of ethnic and special interest groups. The editor and the 200 scholarly contributors to
this work have taken particular care to examine the technological, legal, legislative, economic, and
political developments that have affected the American media.

red scare and palmer raids: The Palmer Raids, 1919-1920 Edwin Palmer Hoyt, 1969 Recounts
the events and results of the 1919-1920 raids, led by Attorney General Palmer, to rid the country of
aliens, Communists, and anarchists.

red scare and palmer raids: Encyclopedia of the Fourth Amendment John R. Vile, David L.
Hudson, 2012-12-15 This work provides a unique overview for individuals seeking to understand the
Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. It covers key concepts, events, laws and legal doctrines,
court decisions, and litigators and litigants regarding the law of search and seizure.

red scare and palmer raids: Encyclopedia of American Social Movements Immanuel Ness,
2015-07-17 This four-volume set examines every social movement in American history - from the
great struggles for abolition, civil rights, and women's equality to the more specific quests for
prohibition, consumer safety, unemployment insurance, and global justice.

red scare and palmer raids: Home Front in the American Heartland Patty Sotirin, Steven A.
Walton, Sue Collins, 2020-05-28 This collection offers a multifaceted exploration of World War One
and its aftermath in the northern American Heartland, a region often overlooked in wartime
histories. The chapters feature archival and newspaper documentation and visual imagery from this
era. The first section, “Heartland Histories,” explores experiences of conscription and home front
mobilization in the small communities of the heartland, highlighting tensions associated with
patriotism, class, ethnicities, and locale. In one chapter, the previously unpublished cartoon art of a
USAF POW displays his Midwestern sensibilities. Section Two, “Homefront Propaganda,” examines
the cultural networks disseminating national war messages, notably the critical work of local
theaters, Four Minute Men, the Allied War Exhibitions, and the local commemorative displays of
military relics. Section Three, “Gender in/and War,” highlights aspects often over-shadowed by male
experiences of the war itself, including the patriotic mother, androgynous representations in
wartime propaganda, and masculine violence following the war. Together, this volume provides rich
portraits of the complexities of heartland home front experiences and legacies.

red scare and palmer raids: The Encyclopedia of Civil Liberties in America David Schultz,
John R. Vile, 2015-04-10 Driven by the growing reality of international terrorism, the threats to civil
liberties and individual rights in America are greater today than at any time since the McCarthy era
in the 1950s. At this critical time when individual freedoms are being weighed against the need for
increased security, this exhaustive three-volume set provides the most detailed coverage of
contemporary and historical issues relating to basic rights covered in the United States Constitution.
The Encyclopedia of Civil Liberties in America examines the history and hotly contested debates
surrounding the concept and practice of civil liberties. It provides detailed history of court cases,
events, Constitutional amendments and rights, personalities, and themes that have had an impact on
our freedoms in America. The Encyclopedia appraises the state of civil liberties in America today,
and examines growing concerns over the limiting of personal freedoms for the common good.
Complete with selected relevant documents and a chronology of civil liberties developments, and
arranged in A-Z format with multiple indexes for quick reference, The Encyclopedia of Civil Liberties
in America includes in-depth coverage of: freedom of speech, religion, press, and assembly, as
outlined in the first amendment; protection against unreasonable search and seizure, as outlined in
the fourth amendment; criminal due process rights, as outlined in the fifth, sixth, seventh, and
eighth amendments; property rights, economic liberties, and other rights found within the text of the
United States Constitution; Supreme Court justices, presidents, and other personalities, focusing
specifically on their contributions to or effect on civil liberties; concepts, themes, and events related
to civil liberties, both practical and theoretical; court cases and their impact on civil liberties.




red scare and palmer raids: The Japanese Conspiracy Masayo Umezawa Duus, 2023-09-01
In early 1920 in Hawaii, Japanese sugar cane workers, faced with spiraling living expenses, defiantly
struck for a wage increase to $1.25 per day. The event shook the traditional power structure in
Hawaii and, as Masayo Duus demonstrates in this book, had consequences reaching all the way up
to the eve of World War II. By the end of World War I, the Hawaiian Islands had become what a
Japanese guidebook called a Japanese village in the Pacific, with Japanese immigrant workers
making up nearly half the work force on the Hawaiian sugar plantations. Although the strikers
eventually capitulated, the Hawaiian territorial government, working closely with the planters,
cracked down on the strike leaders, bringing them to trial for an alleged conspiracy to dynamite the
house of a plantation official. And to end dependence on Japanese immigrant labor, the planters
lobbied hard in Washington to lift restrictions on the immigration of Chinese workers. Placing the
event in the context of immigration history as well as diplomatic history, Duus argues that the clash
between the immigrant Japanese workers and the Hawaiian oligarchs deepened the mutual
suspicion between the Japanese and United States governments. Eventually, she demonstrates, this
suspicion led to the passage of the so-called Japanese Exclusion Act of 1924, an event that cast a
long shadow into the future. Drawing on both Japanese- and English-language materials, including
important unpublished trial documents, this richly detailed narrative focuses on the key actors in the
strike. Its dramatic conclusions will have broad implications for further research in Asian American
studies, labor history, and immigration history. In early 1920 in Hawaii, Japanese sugar cane
workers, faced with spiraling living expenses, defiantly struck for a wage increase to $1.25 per day.
The event shook the traditional power structure in Hawaii and, as Masayo Duus demonstrates in this
book, had
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