
the secret society of supervillains
The Secret Society of Supervillains: Unmasking the Darkest Alliances

the secret society of supervillains has long captured the imagination of comic book fans,
moviegoers, and pop culture enthusiasts alike. This elusive group, often shrouded in mystery and
steeped in shadowy agendas, represents more than just a band of evil-doers; it embodies the
intricate alliances and rivalries that drive some of the most thrilling narratives in superhero lore. But
what exactly is this secret society, and why does it continue to fascinate audiences across
generations?

Origins and Purpose of the Secret Society of
Supervillains

The concept of a secret society composed entirely of supervillains first emerged in comic book
history as a counterpart to the celebrated Justice League and other heroic teams. Unlike individual
villains who often operate solo, this society brings together notorious antagonists under a single
banner, pooling their resources, skills, and sinister plans.

At its core, the secret society of supervillains is a coalition designed to amplify individual power
through collaboration. By uniting, these villains aim to challenge the world's greatest heroes
collectively, orchestrate large-scale schemes, and sometimes even reshape the world order
according to their dark visions. The society’s existence raises compelling questions about loyalty,
power dynamics, and the blurred lines between individual ambition and collective goals.

The Birth of a Villainous Alliance

The idea behind such a group is not just about convenience but strategy. Many villains, despite their
formidable powers, find themselves outmatched by heroes who unite. Forming a secret society
allows them to level the playing field. Historically, comic narratives have shown that this society was
often founded by a mastermind villain—someone with the charisma and intellect to rally others and
maintain order among inherently selfish and treacherous members.

Key Members and Their Roles

One of the most intriguing aspects of the secret society of supervillains is its roster. Unlike ordinary
criminal gangs, this society typically includes a who's who of the most dangerous and iconic villains
from across various universes. Each member brings a unique set of skills and motivations, making
the group a formidable force.



Powerhouses and Strategists

Within the society, roles are often divided based on strengths:

- **Masterminds**: Villains who specialize in planning and manipulation, often orchestrating the
society’s grand schemes.
- **Muscle**: Those with immense physical strength or destructive capabilities, serving as the
society’s frontline warriors.
- **Specialists**: Characters with unique abilities like mind control, technological expertise, or
mystical powers.

Understanding these roles helps to appreciate how the secret society of supervillains functions as a
well-oiled machine rather than a chaotic mob.

The Society’s Impact on Comic Book Storylines and Pop
Culture

The secret society of supervillains is not just a plot device; it has significantly influenced comic book
storylines, adding layers of depth and complexity. Their presence often escalates conflicts, pushing
heroes to their limits and sometimes forcing unlikely alliances among protagonists.

Elevating the Stakes

When multiple villains team up, the stakes rise exponentially. Heroes face threats on a scale that
demands not only physical prowess but also strategic thinking and unity. This dynamic has led to
some of the most memorable crossover events and story arcs in comics, where the fate of entire
worlds hangs in the balance.

Reflection of Real-World Themes

Beyond entertainment, the secret society of supervillains mirrors real-world themes such as the
dangers of unchecked ambition, the consequences of power struggles, and the complexities of group
dynamics. These narratives invite readers to explore moral ambiguities and the nature of evil,
making the stories resonate on a deeper level.

Behind the Scenes: Creation and Evolution

The secret society of supervillains didn’t appear overnight; it evolved through decades of
storytelling, influenced by changing cultural contexts and audience expectations.



From Early Comics to Modern Interpretations

Initially, supervillains were mostly lone antagonists. Over time, creators saw the potential in joining
these forces, which led to the formation of villain teams in comics during the mid-20th century. As
storytelling matured, so did the complexity of these groups, incorporating intricate backstories,
internal conflicts, and shifting alliances.

Adaptations in TV and Film

The allure of the secret society of supervillains has transcended print media. Animated series,
blockbuster movies, and video games have all explored these villainous collectives, often tweaking
their composition and motives to suit new audiences and formats. These adaptations have expanded
the society’s reach, making it a recognizable element even for those less familiar with the original
comics.

Why the Secret Society of Supervillains Continues to
Captivate

What keeps the secret society of supervillains relevant today? It’s the timeless appeal of complex
antagonists working together to challenge the status quo. Their stories are rich with tension,
betrayal, and unexpected alliances that keep audiences hooked.

The Psychology of Villainous Alliances

The society offers a fascinating glimpse into how villains negotiate trust and power among
themselves. Unlike heroes who often share common values, villains must constantly navigate
suspicion and competition. This psychological drama adds layers to their interactions and keeps the
narrative fresh.

Lessons and Insights for Fans and Creators

For fans, following the secret society of supervillains can inspire a deeper understanding of
character development and storytelling. Creators can draw from the society’s dynamics to craft
nuanced plots that challenge traditional good-versus-evil tropes. Recognizing the complexity behind
villainous cooperation encourages a more sophisticated appreciation of the genre.

Exploring the Secret Society in Your Own Storytelling

If you’re a writer or creator intrigued by the concept of the secret society of supervillains, there are



several tips to consider when incorporating such a group into your narrative:

Define clear motivations: Each member should have distinct reasons for joining the society
to avoid one-dimensional characters.

Balance cooperation and conflict: Internal struggles make the society more believable and
engaging.

Show strategic planning: Highlight how the society’s collective intelligence poses a real
threat.

Develop unique dynamics: Explore how different powers and personalities interact, leading
to alliances or betrayals.

By focusing on these elements, your portrayal of the secret society of supervillains can add depth
and excitement to your story.

The secret society of supervillains remains a testament to the enduring charm of villainy when it’s
crafted with care and complexity. Their shadowy gatherings and grand plans invite us to peek
behind the curtain of evil—not just to fear it, but to understand the intricate dance of power,
ambition, and survival that defines their dark world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Secret Society of Supervillains?
The Secret Society of Supervillains is a group of comic book supervillains in the DC Universe who
band together to achieve common goals, often opposing the Justice League and other superheroes.

When was the Secret Society of Supervillains first introduced?
The Secret Society of Supervillains was first introduced in 1976, appearing in DC Comics as a
coalition of villains organized to take on superheroes.

Who are some of the key members of the Secret Society of
Supervillains?
Key members have included Lex Luthor, Deathstroke, Captain Cold, Mirror Master, and Gorilla
Grodd, among others, though the roster frequently changes.

What are the main objectives of the Secret Society of
Supervillains?
Their main objectives typically include defeating superhero teams like the Justice League, achieving



world domination, and advancing their own criminal agendas.

Has the Secret Society of Supervillains appeared in any
adaptations outside of comics?
Yes, the Secret Society of Supervillains has appeared in animated TV series such as 'Justice League
Unlimited' and in various video games and animated movies.

How does the Secret Society of Supervillains differ from the
Legion of Doom?
While both groups are collections of DC supervillains, the Legion of Doom is often portrayed as a
more formal and iconic team, whereas the Secret Society of Supervillains can vary more in
membership and objectives.

Who typically leads the Secret Society of Supervillains?
Leadership varies, but Lex Luthor is frequently depicted as a leader or key organizer of the Secret
Society of Supervillains.

What impact has the Secret Society of Supervillains had on DC
Comics storylines?
The Secret Society has been central to many major crossover events and story arcs, serving as a
significant antagonistic force that challenges the heroes and drives plot developments in the DC
Universe.

Additional Resources
The Secret Society of Supervillains: An In-Depth Exploration of Their Origins, Influence, and Legacy

the secret society of supervillains is a fascinating and complex concept that has captured the
imaginations of comic book enthusiasts, pop culture fans, and scholars alike. This clandestine
organization, often depicted as a coalition of the most notorious antagonists in various comic
universes, serves as a compelling narrative device that explores themes of power, morality, and
chaos. By examining the origins, structure, and impact of the secret society of supervillains, this
article aims to provide a comprehensive and analytical perspective on one of the most enduring
elements of superhero mythology.

The Origins and Evolution of the Secret Society of
Supervillains

The secret society of supervillains first emerged in the pages of comic books during the Silver Age of
Comics, a period characterized by a surge of creativity and the introduction of more complex



storylines. Initially conceived as a collective of individual villains who banded together to achieve
mutual goals, the society has evolved over decades to become a symbol of organized criminality and
ideological opposition to heroes.

Early iterations of the secret society often portrayed the group as loosely affiliated antagonists
united by a common enemy rather than a shared ideology. Over time, the narratives surrounding the
society deepened, introducing hierarchical structures, strategic planning, and an overarching vision
that challenged the established order of heroism. This transformation reflects broader trends in
storytelling where the lines between good and evil are increasingly nuanced.

Key Features and Organizational Structure

One of the defining characteristics of the secret society of supervillains is its diverse membership,
typically comprising villains with varying motivations, powers, and backgrounds. This diversity
allows the society to leverage a wide range of skills and resources, making it a formidable adversary
to any superhero team.

The organizational structure often mirrors that of a covert intelligence agency or a criminal
syndicate, complete with leadership councils, specialized divisions, and strict codes of conduct.
Leadership within the society tends to be contested, with power struggles and betrayals adding
layers of intrigue to their collective narrative.

Leadership Council: Usually composed of the most powerful or cunning villains, this body
makes strategic decisions and sets long-term goals.

Specialized Cells: Groups focused on specific objectives such as espionage, sabotage, or
recruitment.

Secret Headquarters: Hidden bases or lairs equipped with advanced technology and
resources.

Such a structure enables the secret society to operate both publicly and covertly, maintaining a level
of secrecy that enhances its mystique and effectiveness.

Influence on Popular Culture and Comic Book
Narratives

The secret society of supervillains has had a profound impact on the development of superhero
narratives. By presenting villains as an organized force rather than isolated threats, writers
introduce higher stakes and more complex conflicts that challenge heroes on multiple fronts.

This dynamic has inspired numerous adaptations across media, including animated series, live-
action films, and video games. The portrayal of villainous alliances enriches storylines by exploring
themes such as loyalty, power dynamics, and the potential for redemption or further corruption.



Comparative Analysis: Villain Societies Across Different
Universes

While the concept of a secret society of supervillains is most prominently associated with DC
Comics, particularly through groups like the Secret Society of Super Villains, similar organizations
exist in other comic book universes.

Marvel Comics: Groups such as the Brotherhood of Evil Mutants and the Sinister Six function
as villainous collectives, though often with less formal structure compared to their DC
counterparts.

Independent Comics: Various publishers have introduced villain teams that emphasize
specific themes, such as ideological extremism or mercenary collaborations.

These comparisons highlight differing narrative approaches to villainy, from loosely connected
alliances to tightly controlled hierarchies, reflecting the unique storytelling priorities of each
publisher.

The Societal and Psychological Dimensions of
Villainous Collectives

Beyond their function in fictional narratives, the secret society of supervillains offers a lens through
which to examine broader societal and psychological themes. The formation of such groups can be
seen as a metaphor for the human tendency to seek community and shared purpose, even among
those who operate outside societal norms.

Psychologically, the society embodies the allure of power and the complexities of moral ambiguity.
Members often grapple with personal motivations, conflicting loyalties, and the consequences of
their actions, providing rich material for character development and thematic exploration.

Pros and Cons of Organized Villainy in Storytelling

Pros:

Enhances narrative complexity by introducing multi-layered conflicts.

Allows exploration of themes such as trust, betrayal, and leadership.

Provides a platform for character development among both villains and heroes.



Cons:

Risk of oversimplifying villain motivations into groupthink.

Potential to overshadow individual villain arcs with collective agendas.

May lead to repetitive storylines if the society becomes a predictable antagonist.

These factors influence how writers and creators approach the integration of villain societies into
their works, balancing originality with the demands of serialized storytelling.

Legacy and Future Prospects of the Secret Society of
Supervillains

The secret society of supervillains remains a potent and adaptable element within the superhero
genre. Its legacy is evident in the continued use of villainous coalitions to drive major story arcs and
the sustained interest from audiences worldwide.

Looking ahead, the evolution of these societies is likely to reflect contemporary concerns, such as
cybercrime, corporate corruption, and global conspiracies. This adaptability ensures that the secret
society of supervillains will continue to serve as both a narrative catalyst and a mirror to societal
anxieties.

In examining the secret society of supervillains, one uncovers not only a cornerstone of comic book
lore but also a multifaceted construct that resonates across cultural and psychological domains,
maintaining its relevance in an ever-changing storytelling landscape.
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Star Sapphire, Mirror Master, Captain Cold and many more as they take on the likes of Superman,
Green Lantern, Hawkman and other DCU heroes. A hidden gem of its era, THE SECRET SOCIETY
OF SUPER-VILLAINS paved the way for future villain-centric series and gave fans more bad guys
than they could handle in one title. Collects THE SECRET SOCIETY OF SUPER-VILLAINS #1-10 and
material from THE AMAZING WORLD OF DC COMICS #11.
  the secret society of supervillains: Secret Society Of... Super Villains Bob Rozakis, Paul
Levitz, 2012 Don't miss this second helping of tales of villainy from SECRET SOCIETY OF
SUPER-VILLAINS #11-15, DC SPECIAL #27, DC SPECIAL SERIES #6, SUPER-TEAM FAMILY
#13-14, JUSTICE LEAGUE OF AMERICA #166-167 and a story from CANCELLED COMICS
CAVALCADE #2.
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #12
Gerry Conway, 1978-01-04 Once again, the Society is under new leadership, and the Wizard’s
terrible plan is revealed! With the help of new members Blockbuster and Reverse-Flash, our beloved
band of brigands prepares for their biggest heist yet.
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #9
Gerry Conway, 1977-09-07 Allegiances are changing! What’s the Creeper doing with the Secret
Society? How could the Trickster bring himself to fight alongside Kid Flash? There’s a mystery afoot,
but who’s to say it’s only one?
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978)
#10 Gerry Conway, 1977-10-05 Only one of the four magical artifacts the Secret Society is pursuing
remains unfound, but it won’t stay hidden long. The Wizard, Grodd, and Funky set out to steal it, but
they aren’t counting on a run-in with the renegade Trickster and their old foe Captain Comet!
Meanwhile, Star Sapphire, determined to abduct one of the JLA’s dearest allies, leads a mission to
the mythical city of Lemuria.
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #3
David Anthony Kraft, 1976-09-01 With their hidden leader revealed, the Secret Society faces their
biggest battle yet! Don’t worry, dear reader-our fearsome band of fiends just might survive, if they
can learn to work as a team…
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #13 Bob
Rozakis, 1978-03-01 Multiversal mayhem! At the Wizard’s behest, the Secret Society are on their
way to Earth-2-but in the mother of all wrong turns, they’ve crash-landed on Earth-3, best known as
the home of the Crime Syndicate!
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #7 Bob
Rozakis, 1977-05-04 Luthor hires the Secret Society to go after Superman using magic users (after
fighting with the Wizard). Sadly, they only face off with Superman actor Gregory Reed (and Captain
Comet and Hawkgirl), while Hawkman cooks dinner.
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #2 Gerry
Conway, David Anthony Kraft, 1976-07-07 CAPTAIN COMET RETURNS! After spending decades in
space, Adam Blake has once again touched down on Earth. But when the Society hoodwinks the
spacefaring superhero into believing they are humanity’s true guardians, can he see through their
dastardly deception? Or will Captain Comet’s next adventure be his last?
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #1 Gerry
Conway, 1976-05-05 VILLAINS UNITE! Tired of their endless losses to the Justice League, a new
cabal of evildoers-including Star Sapphire, Captain Cold, and Sinestro-has risen in San Francisco.
Under the watchful eye of their mysterious benefactor, the Secret Society begins a quest for power
that could mean doom for the DC Universe!
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #15 Bob
Rozakis, 1978-06-07 Long ago, the Wizard escaped the Justice Society by fleeing to Earth-1, never
forgetting the indignity of his defeat. Now, after an eternity of waiting, the magical madman has
come home. It’s a battle between the villains of Earth-1 and the heroes of Earth-2, with the fate of
the Multiverse hanging in the balance!



  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978)
#11 Gerry Conway, 1977-12-07 As Funky’s control of the Society weakens, challengers begin rising
from within. Captain Comet reacquaints himself with the people of Earth.
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #8
Gerry Conway, 1977-07-06 Funky Flashman has a new mission statement for the Secret Society!
Now operating as “villains for hire,” the terrible team is in hot pursuit of a powerful alien jewel, once
thought destroyed by Superman. There’s a big payday waiting, but they’ll have to outrun Kid Flash if
they want a chance at the cash!
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #14
Gerry Conway, 1978-04-05 Crisis on Earth-3, Reprise! Captain Comet is stranded on Earth-3, left
alone to fend off the diabolical Crime Syndicate. Help may arrive in the form of a familiar face, but in
this strange dimension, can she be trusted?
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #5 Bob
Rozakis, 1977-01-05 The War for Earth-Death ends here, with every page-smashing battle you’ve
been waiting for! The Secret Society versus the armies of Apokolips! Captain Comet versus
Darkseid! Sinestro versus-an advertising meeting?
  the secret society of supervillains: Secret Society of Super-Villains Vol. 2 Paul Levitz,
Gerry Conway, 2012-05-22 Don't miss DC's greatest villains of the 1970s all in one title - and finally
back in print! When the evil New God Darkseid schemes to take over the earth, he employs 10
devilish villains to carry out his plan to eradicate the planet's Super Heroes. But it doesn't take long
for the team to realize they can do better on their own and break off their employment with Darkseid
in this thrilling series made up of a revolving door of lead characters. Old-school fans and new
readers will love this title starring such favorites as Gorilla Grodd, Sinestro, Star Sapphire, Mirror
Master, Captain Cold and many more as they take on the likes of Superman, Green Lantern,
Hawkman and other DCU heroes. A hidden gem of its era, THE SECRET SOCIETY OF
SUPER-VILLAINS paved the way for future villain-centric series and gave fans more bad guys than
they could handle in one title!
  the secret society of supervillains: The Secret Society of Super-Villains (1976-1978) #4 David
Anthony Kraft, 1976-11-03 “No honor among thieves!” After the shocking events of last issue,
alliances will be broken, heroes will fall, and a dark force will rise! Don’t miss this pivotal chapter,
featuring a pulse-pounding brawl with Kalibak, son of Darkseid!
  the secret society of supervillains: Secret Society of Super-Villains Special Gerry
Conway, 1977 Captain Comet and the Justice League of America (Superman, the Flash, Wonder
Woman, Batman, and Green Lantern) face Sinestro, Gorilla Grodd, Star Sapphire, Poison Ivy,
Bizarro, and Angle Man.
  the secret society of supervillains: DC Comics – Super-Villains – The Complete Visual History
, As any comics fan knows, a Super Hero is nothing without a worthy foe to battle. For every Batman
there has to be a super-villain like The Joker, and for every Superman a Lex Luthor. This deluxe book
celebrates nearly eighty years of compellingly corrupt characters from the DC Universe’s
remarkable gallery of super-villains. From the Penguin to Harley Quinn and Doomsday to General
Zod, DC Comics: Super-Villains explores the story of these beloved baddies through new interviews
with acclaimed writers and artists, including Jim Lee, Mike Carlin, Dan DiDio, and Chuck Dixon.
Charting the dynamic way in which DC Comics evildoers have evolved throughout the years, the
book brings together the very best super-villain art from the DC Comics archives. Also featuring a
foreword by filmmaker and comic book writer Kevin Smith, and an exclusive cover illustrated by
acclaimed artist Phil Jimenez, DC Comics: Super-Villains is the ultimate celebration of the nefarious
DC Comics characters that fans love to hate.
  the secret society of supervillains: DC Comics Super-Villains: 100 Greatest Moments Robert
Greenberger, 2019-05-14 DC Comics has created some of the most twisted and complex villainous
characters in the world of comics. The third installment in the popular 100 Greatest Moments of DC
Comics series, DC Comics Super-Villains features the pivotal acts that shaped the characters of 74 of



these bad guys in over 200 pages of art. Every hero needs a villain. In fighting them, the extreme
superiority of our heroes is revealed. The methods and morals of villains are usually the key
difference between them and the heroes. Batman, for instance, is a vigilante who cleans up the
streets while never stooping so low as to kill the deplorable criminals he battles. What makes him
truly good is that he upholds these standards even when he's faced with a villain like the Joker, an
entity that would arguably be better off dead. Many bad guys cause mayhem for mayhem's sake,
with sometimes no apparent reason other than simply being bad. What makes a villain great,
however, is the complexity of their character. The truly terrible villains of DC Comics have depths of
cruelty that grow with them, and specific motivations driving them. In these pages, you will see
these super-villains at the peak of their achievements; committing heinous acts of death and
destruction, all to achieve a specific goal. They challenge the heroes and their ideals, seeing the
caped and cowled figures as obstacles to be overcome. Compiled by several groups of hardcore fans,
these 100 moments are the greatest (worst?) villainous acts in DC Comic book history. A summary of
each super-villain brings new fans up to speed, from their origins to their most dastardly revivals.
Classic and modern comic book art are shown throughout. Enjoy the most important parts of your
favorite story arcs. It's a great starting point for new readers or a nostalgic look for hardcore fans
through the villains old and new. An extension of the DC Comics 100 Greatest Moments series for
the most dedicated and curious DC comics fan.
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Related to the secret society of supervillains
Mephisto Might Be MCU’s Next Saga Villain – But Who Else Could Marvel Chose?
(Yahoo2mon) While Doctor Doom is set to be the next big bad in the MCU (Marvel Cinematic
Universe), there should be more prominent villains in the future, especially with another Avengers
film also on its way
Mephisto Might Be MCU’s Next Saga Villain – But Who Else Could Marvel Chose?
(Yahoo2mon) While Doctor Doom is set to be the next big bad in the MCU (Marvel Cinematic
Universe), there should be more prominent villains in the future, especially with another Avengers
film also on its way
7 Incredibly Powerful MCU Villains Introduced in MCU TV Series (Comicbook.com2mon) Click
to share on X (Opens in new window) X Click to share on Facebook (Opens in new window)
Facebook You’d think Marvel Studios would be afraid to debut some of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe’s most
7 Incredibly Powerful MCU Villains Introduced in MCU TV Series (Comicbook.com2mon) Click
to share on X (Opens in new window) X Click to share on Facebook (Opens in new window)
Facebook You’d think Marvel Studios would be afraid to debut some of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe’s most
The Most Powerful Secret Society Of All Time (Amazon S3 on MSN10h) The title of "most
powerful" secret society ever might have to go to the Knights Templar. During the Crusades, they
were an arm of the pope and had lots of wealth. Living by a code called the Rule,
The Most Powerful Secret Society Of All Time (Amazon S3 on MSN10h) The title of "most
powerful" secret society ever might have to go to the Knights Templar. During the Crusades, they
were an arm of the pope and had lots of wealth. Living by a code called the Rule,
The Very Secret Society of Irregular Witches (Time1y) These are independent reviews of the
products mentioned, but TIME receives a commission when purchases are made through affiliate
links at no additional cost to the purchaser. In Sangu Mandanna’s 2022
The Very Secret Society of Irregular Witches (Time1y) These are independent reviews of the
products mentioned, but TIME receives a commission when purchases are made through affiliate
links at no additional cost to the purchaser. In Sangu Mandanna’s 2022
Mephisto Might Be MCU’s Next Saga Villain – But Who Else Could Marvel Choose?
(Superhero Hype2mon) While Doctor Doom is set to be the next big bad in the MCU (Marvel
Cinematic Universe), there should be more prominent villains in the future, especially with another
Avengers film also on its way
Mephisto Might Be MCU’s Next Saga Villain – But Who Else Could Marvel Choose?
(Superhero Hype2mon) While Doctor Doom is set to be the next big bad in the MCU (Marvel
Cinematic Universe), there should be more prominent villains in the future, especially with another
Avengers film also on its way

Back to Home: http://142.93.153.27

http://142.93.153.27

