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Dee Brown Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: A Deep Dive into the History and Legacy

dee brown bury my heart at wounded knee is not just a book title; it represents a powerful and
poignant exploration of Native American history through the lens of one of the most tumultuous
periods in the United States. Written by historian Dee Brown and published in 1970, *Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee* quickly became a seminal work that challenged mainstream narratives about the
American West. It brought to light the tragedies, betrayals, and resilience of Native American tribes
during the westward expansion of the 19th century.

If you’re curious about American history, Native American culture, or the untold stories of the past,
this book remains a vital resource. In this article, we’ll explore the background of Dee Brown’s work,
its historical context, and why it continues to resonate today.

The Genesis of Dee Brown’s Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee

Dee Brown was a librarian and historian with a passion for uncovering lesser-known stories. Before
*Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee*, much of the history taught about the American West focused on
settlers, explorers, and the idea of “Manifest Destiny.” However, Brown sought to shift the
perspective by telling the story from the viewpoint of Native Americans, whose voices had been
largely marginalized or ignored.

The title itself, *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee*, refers to the 1890 massacre at Wounded Knee
Creek in South Dakota, where hundreds of Lakota Sioux men, women, and children were killed by the
U.S. Army. This tragic event marked one of the last major conflicts in the Indian Wars and symbolized
the devastating impact of colonization on indigenous peoples.

Why Was This Book Groundbreaking?

Before Brown’s book, many histories depicted Native Americans predominantly as obstacles to
progress or as “savages.” Brown meticulously compiled firsthand accounts, government documents,
and tribal histories to present a more nuanced, humanized, and truthful portrayal. His narrative
highlighted the broken treaties, forced relocations, and violent confrontations that defined Native
American experiences in the late 19th century.

By using the voices of Native leaders such as Sitting Bull, Red Cloud, and Chief Joseph, Brown gave
readers a direct connection to the emotions and struggles of these communities. This approach was
revolutionary in academic circles and helped foster a greater awareness and empathy among the
general public.



Historical Context: The Indian Wars and Westward
Expansion

To fully appreciate Dee Brown’s *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee*, it’s essential to understand the
broader historical context. The 19th century was a time of rapid change in the United States,
characterized by:

Manifest Destiny: The belief that Americans were destined to expand across the continent.

Gold Rushes and Settlements: The discovery of gold and fertile land attracted waves of
settlers westward.

Government Policies: The U.S. government enacted laws and treaties often aimed at
removing Native Americans from their ancestral lands.

These factors led to a series of conflicts known collectively as the Indian Wars, which lasted from the
1850s into the 1890s. Tribes such as the Sioux, Cheyenne, Apache, and Nez Perce fought to defend
their territories and way of life but were ultimately overwhelmed by superior military force and
relentless policy enforcement.

Key Events Highlighted in the Book

Some of the most significant events chronicled in *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* include:

The Sand Creek Massacre (1864): Colorado militia attacked a peaceful Cheyenne village,1.
killing many, including women and children.

The Battle of Little Bighorn (1876): Also known as Custer’s Last Stand, where the Sioux and2.
Cheyenne defeated the U.S. Seventh Cavalry.

The Nez Perce Flight (1877): Chief Joseph led his people on a long retreat to avoid forced3.
relocation.

The Wounded Knee Massacre (1890): The final and most infamous massacre, symbolizing4.
the brutal suppression of Native resistance.

Each of these moments is told through the perspectives of those who lived it, making the history
deeply personal and tragic.



The Impact and Legacy of Dee Brown’s Work

Since its publication, *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* has had a profound influence on how history
is taught and understood. It helped usher in a more inclusive historical narrative that acknowledges
the injustices faced by Native Americans.

Changing Perspectives in Education and Media

Many schools and universities incorporated Brown’s work into their curricula, broadening students’
understanding beyond traditional Eurocentric accounts. The book also inspired documentaries, films,
and further research into Native American history and culture.

Moreover, it raised awareness about ongoing issues faced by Native communities, such as land rights,
cultural preservation, and political sovereignty. The book remains a touchstone for activists and
scholars alike.

Insights and Tips for Readers

If you’re interested in exploring *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee*, here are some points to consider:

Approach with empathy: Brown’s narrative encourages readers to see history through the
eyes of those who suffered and survived.

Supplement with Native voices: While Brown’s work is pivotal, also explore writings by
Native authors for contemporary perspectives.

Understand the historical context: Familiarize yourself with the broader events of 19th-
century America to grasp the full scope of the conflicts.

Reflect on modern implications: Many themes in the book still resonate today, including
discussions about cultural identity and historical memory.

Dee Brown’s Writing Style and Approach

One reason *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* remains so impactful is Dee Brown’s ability to blend
scholarly research with accessible, engaging storytelling. His prose avoids jargon and instead paints
vivid images of the landscapes, battles, and lives of Native Americans.

Brown’s respectful tone and commitment to accuracy helped bridge gaps between academic
historians and the general public. His use of direct quotes from Native leaders and eyewitnesses adds
authenticity and emotional depth.



Why It Still Matters Today

In an era where history is often contested or politicized, *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* stands as
a reminder of the importance of listening to marginalized voices and confronting uncomfortable
truths. It invites readers to reconsider the narratives they’ve been taught and to honor the resilience
of Native peoples.

Furthermore, the book serves as a call to action to preserve indigenous cultures and support Native
communities in their ongoing quests for justice and recognition.

---

Dee Brown’s *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* is more than a historical account—it’s a moving
tribute to the endurance and spirit of Native Americans. By shedding light on a dark chapter of
American history, it continues to educate, inspire, and challenge readers to view the past with greater
honesty and compassion. Whether you’re a history enthusiast or simply curious about the stories that
shaped the United States, this book offers invaluable insights and a profound narrative that lingers
long after the last page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Dee Brown's 'Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee'?
'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' focuses on the history of Native Americans in the late 19th century,
highlighting the injustices and brutal treatment they faced during the westward expansion of the
United States.

Why is 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' considered an
important book in American history?
The book provides a Native American perspective on the colonization of the American West, exposing
the systematic displacement and violence against indigenous peoples, which had been largely
overlooked in mainstream history.

Who was Dee Brown, the author of 'Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee'?
Dee Brown was an American historian and author known for his works on the American Old West,
particularly Native American history and culture.

What historical events are covered in 'Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee'?
The book covers key events such as the Sand Creek Massacre, the Battle of Little Bighorn, the Nez



Perce War, and the Wounded Knee Massacre, among others.

How did 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' impact the
perception of Native American history?
It challenged traditional narratives by presenting the Native American viewpoint, fostering greater
awareness and empathy for their struggles and influencing academic and public discourse.

What writing style does Dee Brown use in 'Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee'?
Dee Brown employs a narrative nonfiction style, combining historical documents, firsthand accounts,
and storytelling to create a compelling and accessible history.

When was 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' first published?
The book was first published in 1970.

What is the significance of the title 'Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee'?
The title references the Wounded Knee Massacre of 1890, symbolizing the loss, suffering, and
displacement experienced by Native Americans during that era.

Has 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' been adapted into
other media?
Yes, the book was adapted into a television film in 2007, which helped bring its important message to
a wider audience.

Additional Resources
**Dee Brown’s *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee*: A Profound Reassessment of Native American
History**

dee brown bury my heart at wounded knee stands as a seminal work in the canon of American
historical literature, offering a poignant and unflinching examination of the United States
government's treatment of Native American tribes in the late 19th century. Since its publication in
1970, Dee Brown’s book has reshaped public understanding of the American West by shifting the
narrative focus from the settlers and soldiers to the indigenous peoples who faced displacement,
violence, and cultural erasure. This article explores the significance, themes, and legacy of *Bury My
Heart at Wounded Knee*, shedding light on why it remains a critical text in both academic and
popular discussions of Native American history.



Contextualizing Dee Brown’s *Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee*

Dee Brown, a librarian and writer, approached history from a perspective largely absent in
mainstream 20th-century historiography. At a time when Western expansion was often romanticized,
*Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* challenged readers by presenting a narrative grounded in Native
American voices and experiences. The book covers a broad period, roughly from the 1860s to the
1890s, detailing the systematic dispossession and brutal treatment of indigenous peoples during the
westward expansion of the United States.

The title itself references the 1890 massacre at Wounded Knee Creek in South Dakota, where
hundreds of Lakota Sioux men, women, and children were killed by the U.S. 7th Cavalry. This tragic
event symbolizes the culmination of decades of conflict, betrayal, and broken treaties. Brown’s work
goes beyond this massacre, chronicling a series of injustices faced by tribes such as the Navajo,
Cheyenne, Apache, and Nez Perce, among others.

In-depth Analysis of Themes and Narrative Approach

Dee Brown’s *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* is notable for its empathetic yet rigorous approach to
historical narrative. Unlike traditional histories that often centered on military leaders or government
officials, Brown uses firsthand accounts, tribal records, and oral histories to reconstruct the
indigenous perspective. This methodology marked a significant departure from earlier, Eurocentric
histories.

Reframing Historical Narratives

One of the book’s most important contributions is its reframing of the American West not as a land of
opportunity and progress but as a landscape of loss and resistance for Native Americans. Brown
meticulously documents how U.S. policies, such as forced relocations, Indian boarding schools, and
military campaigns, systematically undermined indigenous cultures and sovereignty.

By highlighting figures like Sitting Bull, Chief Joseph, and Red Cloud, Brown restores agency to Native
American leaders, portraying them not as obstacles to civilization but as complex actors defending
their people's way of life. This reframing invites readers to reconsider long-held myths about the
inevitability and righteousness of American expansion.

Use of Primary Sources and Oral Histories

A key feature that distinguishes *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* is its reliance on indigenous
sources and eyewitness testimonies. Brown draws heavily on speeches, letters, and tribal histories,
providing a narrative authenticity often missing from prior historical accounts. This approach
enhances the emotional resonance of the book, making the historical events more immediate and
human.



This source-driven narrative also serves as an early example of what would later be recognized as
“history from below,” emphasizing marginalized voices to challenge dominant historical paradigms.

Impact on Public Perception and Scholarship

The publication of *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* coincided with a growing awareness of civil
rights and social justice movements in the United States. Brown’s work gave momentum to Native
American activism by exposing the harsh realities behind the mythologized American frontier.

Academically, the book spurred further research into indigenous histories and contributed to the
development of ethnohistory as a field, combining anthropology and history to study cultures from
their own perspectives. While some historians have critiqued Brown’s work for its narrative style or
selective emphasis, the consensus acknowledges its groundbreaking role in transforming public
understanding.

Examining the Structure and Content of *Bury My
Heart at Wounded Knee*

The book is organized chronologically and geographically, guiding readers through a series of regional
histories that reveal the broader national pattern of indigenous dispossession. Each chapter focuses
on a different tribe and their encounters with U.S. government agents, settlers, and the military.

Key Chapters and Their Significance

The Navajo and the Long Walk: Brown recounts the forced removal of the Navajo people to
Bosque Redondo, highlighting the devastating impact of this policy on their society.

The Cheyenne and the Sand Creek Massacre: This chapter details the infamous 1864
attack on a peaceful Cheyenne village, illustrating the extremes of military violence.

The Nez Perce and Chief Joseph’s Flight: Brown narrates the tribe’s valiant and tragic
attempt to escape to Canada, underscoring themes of resistance and betrayal.

The Lakota and the Battle of Little Bighorn: The book covers this iconic battle from the
Native American viewpoint, attributing complex motivations to the leaders involved.

The Wounded Knee Massacre: Serving as the book’s climax, this chapter epitomizes the
brutal suppression of Native American resistance and the tragic consequences of U.S. policies.



Stylistic Features and Accessibility

Brown’s writing is notable for its clarity and narrative drive, making complex historical events
accessible to a broad audience. The use of direct quotations and vivid descriptions helps convey the
emotional weight of the stories without sacrificing scholarly integrity. This balance contributed to the
book’s widespread popularity beyond academic circles.

Broader Implications and Contemporary Relevance

Decades after its release, *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* continues to resonate in discussions
about indigenous rights, historical memory, and reconciliation. The book’s influence has extended into
education, where it is frequently included in curricula that aim to provide a more holistic
understanding of American history.

Challenges and Critiques

While celebrated for its pioneering perspective, *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* is not without
criticism. Some scholars argue that Brown’s narrative sometimes simplifies complex political
situations or portrays Native Americans primarily as victims rather than as active agents with diverse
experiences. Others note that the book’s focus on the late 19th century overlooks earlier and later
periods of indigenous history.

Nevertheless, these critiques often acknowledge that Brown’s work opened the door for more
nuanced and comprehensive studies, serving as a catalyst rather than a definitive account.

Enduring Legacy and Influence

The title phrase "bury my heart at wounded knee" has entered the cultural lexicon, symbolizing the
sorrow and injustice experienced by Native Americans. The book has inspired numerous adaptations,
academic works, and public commemorations, contributing to a broader awareness of indigenous
struggles.

In recent years, the resurgence of movements such as Standing Rock and calls for the reconsideration
of historical monuments reveal the ongoing relevance of Brown’s themes. His work remains a
touchstone for those seeking to understand the historical roots of contemporary Native American
issues.

---

Dee Brown’s *Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee* remains a landmark achievement, offering a deeply
humanized account of a dark chapter in American history. By centering Native American voices and
experiences, Brown not only challenged prevailing historical narratives but also fostered greater
empathy and awareness. Its continued presence in academic and popular discourse underscores the
power of history to reshape collective memory and inspire reflection on justice and reconciliation.
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inattention to the memories of neighbors whose ancestors suffered great injustices at the hands of
some dominant majority. Shriver contends that repentance for these injustices must find a place in
our political culture. Such repentance must be carefully and deliberately cultivated through the
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on the personal dimensions of forgiveness and repentance to the near-total neglect of their collective
aspects. Recently, however, the idea of collective moral responsibility has gained new and public
visibility. Official apologies for past collective injustice have multiplied, along with calls for
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citizens and governmental bodies to seek public justice by remembering public injustice. The call for
collective repentance presents many challenges: What can it mean to morally master a past whose
victims are dead and whose sufferings cannot be alleviated? What are the measures that lend
substance to language and action expressing repentance? What symbolic and tangible acts produce
credible turns away from past wrongs? What are the dynamics-psychological, social, and
political-whereby we can safely consign an evil to the past? How can public life witness to corporate
crimes of the past in such a way that descendents of victims can be confident that they will never be
repeated? In his provocative answers to these questions Shriver creates a compelling new vision of
the collective repentance and apology that must precede real progress in relations between the
races in this country.
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aggression. It also discusses the complex relationship between poetry and politics and the
negotiation between aesthetic freedom and the moral obligation to write about Bloody Sunday.
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The Great Father indispensable reading for anyone interested in understanding the complexities of
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career.-Vine Deloria Jr., America.For many years to come, The Great Father will be the point of
departure for all those embarking on research projects in the history of government Indian
policy.-William T. Hagan, New Mexico Historical Review. The appearance of this massive history of
federal Indian policy is a triumph of historical research and scholarly publication.-Lawrence C. Kelly,
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policies in the United States.-Herbert T. Hoover, Minnesota History. This truly is the definitive work
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authority on American Indian policy and the author of more than a dozen other books, is an emeritus
professor of history at Marquette University.
  dee brown bury my heart at wounded knee: The Top Ten Historical Locations of the Old
West Michael P. O’Connor, 2024-05-24 Wyatt Earp and Tombstone, Wild Bill Hickok and Deadwood,
George Custer and the Little Big Horn, Davy Crockett and the Alamo, Bat Masterson and Dodge
City; Names and locations forever linked to the legacy and myth of the Old West. Through hundreds
of photographs and illustrations, O’Connor delivers a concise, light-hearted yet accurate depiction of
a pivotal event in the settlement of the American frontier, and what the location offers today’s
visitor, with particular attention devoted to surviving structures, including authentic saloons!
Whether planning a road trip, or simply interested in America’s Old West history and culture, the
reader is provided an entertaining, and informative look into the locations that shaped the history
and myth of the Wild West.
  dee brown bury my heart at wounded knee: Great Plains Ethnohistory Rani-Henrik
Andersson, Logan Sutton, Thierry Veyrié, 2024-12-10 This collection offers state-of-the-field work in
Great Plains ethnohistory, both contemporary and historical, covering the traditional anthropological
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movie stars, housewives, and labor unions, to name a few, supported Indian demands for greater
political power and separate cultural existence in the modern United States.
  dee brown bury my heart at wounded knee: Social Justice Handbook Mae Elise Cannon,
2009-09-11 Mae Elise Cannon provides a comprehensive resource for Christians like you who are
committed to social justice. She presents biblical rationale for justice and explains a variety of
Christian approaches to doing justice. A wide-ranging catalog of topics and issues give background
info about justice issues at home and abroad and give you the tools you need to take action.
  dee brown bury my heart at wounded knee: Joining Jesus Moses Chung, Christopher
Meehan, 2022-03-25 Following the work and presence of God’s Spirit into communities across North
America, the authors find stories of people—ordinary, humble, and faithful people—in the Christian
Reformed Church in North America who are sharing themselves with those they meet. We believe
stories we tell reflect these questions: What is the Holy Spirit’s invitation to the church today and
what is the implication for the future? Our answer is to go local, to look at what is set before us, to
admit we are disconnected from our neighbors—the person right next door or the person in front of
us. We realize we need to find ways to connect with them and stay put by remaining faithfully
present. More broadly, the ministries we feature illustrate that the job of the church is to trust God
and not to make things happen by ourselves. Don’t be afraid of the changes around you. Listen to
the Spirit’s prodding. Embrace your place and love the people in the tangible, ordinariness of life.
Inspired by an incarnational theology that emerges from an imaginative, missional reading of Luke
10, in which Jesus sends out disciples to every town and palace, the authors visit workers who labor
in the harvest fields of the Lord’s uncommon, upside down kingdom. A kingdom that—at this point
mostly under the radar—has already come.
  dee brown bury my heart at wounded knee: The Films of Delmer Daves Douglas Horlock,
2022-03-25 Delmer Daves (1904–1977) was an American screenwriter, director, and producer
known for his dramas and Western adventures, most notably Broken Arrow and 3:10 to Yuma.
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Progress in Mid-Twentieth-Century America, author Douglas Horlock contends that the director’s
work warrants sustained scholarly attention. Examining all of Daves’s films, as well as his
screenplays, scripts that were not filmed, and personal papers, Horlock argues that Daves was a
serious, distinctive, and enlightened filmmaker whose work confronts the general conservatism of
Hollywood in the mid-twentieth century. Horlock considers Daves’s films through the lenses of
political and social values, race and civil rights, and gender and sexuality. Ultimately, Horlock
suggests that Daves’s work—through its examination of bigotry and irrational fear and depiction of
institutional and personal morality and freedom—presents a consistent, innovative, and progressive
vision of America.
  dee brown bury my heart at wounded knee: Song of Dewey Beard Philip Burnham,
2014-10-01 Profiles the Lakota who witnessed the Battle of Little Bighorn and the massacre at
Wounded Knee, worked in Hollywood and for Buffalo Bill Cody's Wild West Show, and fought for the
transformation of the Black Hills.
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