ha jin s waiting

Ha Jin’s Waiting: Exploring the Depths of Patience and Longing in Modern
Literature

ha jin s waiting is not just a phrase; it encapsulates a profound narrative
that resonates deeply with readers who appreciate stories of endurance, love,
and the complexities of human emotions. Ha Jin, a celebrated Chinese-American
author, masterfully weaves these themes in his novella *Waiting*, offering a
poignant exploration of the human condition under the strain of societal
expectations and personal desires. If you’re curious about why Ha Jin’s
*Waiting* has garnered critical acclaim and how it reflects broader themes of
patience and cultural tension, this article will guide you through its
intricate layers.

Understanding Ha Jin’s Waiting: A Story Rooted
in Patience and Cultural Conflict

At its core, *Waiting* tells the story of Lin Kong, a Chinese army doctor who
waits for more than eighteen years to divorce his arranged marriage wife so
he can marry the woman he truly loves. This extended period of waiting is
both literal and metaphorical, symbolizing the constraints imposed by
tradition, political climate, and personal indecision.

The Significance of Waiting in Ha Jin’s Narrative

Waiting in Ha Jin’s work is not a passive act; it is charged with emotional
turmoil and moral complexity. The protagonist’s patience is tested
continuously, reflecting the tension between duty and desire. Through Lin
Kong’s prolonged wait, Ha Jin highlights how waiting can become a form of
suffering, a slow unraveling of hope and vitality. The author’s nuanced
portrayal invites readers to ponder the price of patience and whether waiting
is an act of courage or resignation.
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Ha Jin’s Background and How It Influences
Waiting

To fully appreciate *Waiting*, it’s helpful to understand Ha Jin’s own
background. Born in China and later emigrating to the United States, Ha Jin’s
experiences straddle two very different cultures and political systems. This
dual perspective enriches the narrative, providing authenticity to the
depiction of life in Communist China and the struggles within it.



Ha Jin’s writing often focuses on the clash between individual freedoms and
authoritarian control, a theme vividly present in *Waiting*. The novella
reflects the societal pressures of the time, including the rigid enforcement
of marriage laws and the bureaucratic obstacles that prolong Lin Kong'’s wait.
This historical and cultural context makes *Waiting* a compelling study of
how personal lives are shaped and sometimes stifled by larger political
forces.

How Ha Jin’s Personal History Shapes the Story

Ha Jin’s own defection from China and his experiences as an immigrant lend a
unique voice to his storytelling. The themes of exile, displacement, and
longing permeate *Waiting*, making it resonate with readers beyond its
immediate setting. By embedding his personal insights into the narrative, Ha
Jin transforms a simple love story into a universal examination of hope and
endurance.

Thematic Exploration: Love, Duty, and the
Burden of Time

One of the most compelling aspects of Ha Jin’s *Waiting* is its exploration
of love entangled with duty and time. Lin Kong’s love for Manna Wu contrasts
sharply with his obligations toward his wife, Shuyu. The tension between
these relationships illustrates the complexity of human emotions when
constrained by societal norms.

Love Across Boundaries

Ha Jin challenges traditional notions of love by presenting it as both a
powerful motivator and a source of conflict. Lin’s love for Manna represents
a desire for emotional fulfillment, yet it is constantly hindered by his duty
to Shuyu and the legal restrictions of the era. This dynamic creates a rich
narrative tension, inviting readers to reflect on the sacrifices involved in
pursuing happiness.

The Psychological Impact of Waiting

Waiting, as depicted by Ha Jin, is more than a physical delay; it is a
psychological ordeal. The prolonged uncertainty takes a toll on all
characters involved, revealing the emotional cost of living in limbo. Ha
Jin’s sensitive portrayal provides insights into how time can both heal and
wound, shaping the characters’ identities and choices.

Why Ha Jin’s Waiting Remains Relevant Today

Despite being set in a specific historical and cultural context, the themes
in *Waiting* transcend time and place. The novella speaks to anyone who has



experienced longing, frustration, or the challenge of balancing personal
desires with external demands.

Universal Themes of Patience and Perseverance

The act of waiting is a common human experience, whether it involves love,
career, or personal growth. Ha Jin’s treatment of waiting as an emotional and
existential challenge connects with readers across cultures. It serves as a
reminder that patience is not merely about passing time but about enduring
with hope and resilience.

Reflection on Societal Expectations

*Waiting* also prompts readers to consider how societal norms and regulations
impact individual lives. In a world where cultural traditions often dictate
personal choices, Ha Jin’s story encourages a critical look at the balance
between community values and individual autonomy.

Tips for Readers Approaching Ha Jin’'s Waiting

For those interested in diving into Ha Jin’s *Waiting*, here are some helpful
suggestions to enhance your reading experience:

e Pay attention to cultural context: Understanding the historical
background of China during the novella’s setting enriches your grasp of
the characters’ struggles.

e Reflect on the symbolism of waiting: Consider how waiting operates
beyond just a plot device — as a metaphor for larger life challenges.

e Notice character development: Observe how Lin Kong evolves over time and
how his relationships reflect broader themes of love and duty.

e Engage with the emotional landscape: Allow yourself to feel the tension,
frustration, and hope that permeate the narrative.

Ha Jin’s Waiting in the Context of Modern
Literature

Ha Jin’s *Waiting* occupies a distinctive place in contemporary literature
due to its unflinching examination of personal and political boundaries. It
stands alongside other works that explore the intersection of individual
desires and societal pressures, offering a unique voice from the Chinese
diaspora.



The Novella’'s Literary Style and Impact

Ha Jin’s prose is known for its clarity and emotional precision. In
*Waiting*, his straightforward style belies the complexity of the themes,
making the story accessible yet deeply moving. This balance has contributed
to the novella’s critical success and enduring popularity.

Comparisons to Other Works on Waiting and Patience

When exploring *Waiting*, it’s interesting to compare it with other literary
works that address similar themes, such as Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s *Love in
the Time of Cholera* or Kazuo Ishiguro’s *Never Let Me Go*. These comparisons
highlight how waiting functions differently across cultural and narrative
contexts, yet remains a powerful motif in storytelling.

In the end, Ha Jin’s *Waiting* invites readers into a world where time
stretches and emotions simmer beneath the surface. It challenges us to
contemplate the nature of waiting itself — as an act of endurance, a test of
love, and a reflection of the human spirit’s resilience in the face of life’s
uncertainties. Whether you approach it as a love story, a cultural critique,
or a meditation on patience, Ha Jin’s *Waiting* offers rich insights that
linger long after the final page.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Ha Jin's "Waiting"?

The main theme of Ha Jin's "Waiting" is the exploration of patience, love,
and the constraints imposed by societal and political systems in China,
particularly focusing on the complexities of arranged marriages and personal
sacrifice.

Who are the central characters in Ha Jin's "Waiting"?

The central characters in "Waiting" are Lin Kong, a military doctor, and his
wife, Shuyu, whose arranged marriage and Lin's long wait to divorce her drive
the novel's narrative.

How does Ha Jin portray the cultural context in
"Waiting"?

Ha Jin portrays the cultural context by illustrating the impact of
traditional Chinese values, arranged marriages, and the influence of the

Communist government's policies on individual lives during the 1960s and
1970s.

What significance does the title "Waiting" have in Ha



Jin's novel?

The title "Waiting" signifies the prolonged period Lin Kong endures as he
waits for his wife to agree to a divorce so he can marry the woman he loves,
symbolizing broader themes of patience, duty, and the passage of time.

Has "Waiting" by Ha Jin received any notable literary
awards?

Yes, Ha Jin's "Waiting" won the National Book Award for Fiction in 1999 and
the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction in 2000, recognizing its literary
excellence and contribution to contemporary literature.

What narrative style does Ha Jin use in "Waiting"?

Ha Jin employs a straightforward, minimalist narrative style with a third-
person point of view, focusing on detailed character development and
emotional depth to convey the story's themes effectively.

Additional Resources

Ha Jin’s Waiting: A Profound Exploration of Human Emotions and Cultural
Tensions

ha jin s waiting is a poignant short story that delves deeply into the
complexities of love, sacrifice, and the human condition within the context
of post-revolutionary China. Written by Ha Jin, a celebrated Chinese-American
author known for his evocative storytelling and insightful portrayal of
Chinese society, the narrative explores themes of duty, personal desire, and
the often painful intersection of traditional values and modern aspirations.
This literary work has attracted considerable attention both in academic
circles and among general readers for its nuanced character development and
rich cultural backdrop.

In-depth Analysis of Ha Jin’s Waiting

At its core, Ha Jin’s Waiting is a masterful study of emotional restraint and
unfulfilled longing. The story is set against the backdrop of a rapidly
changing China, where political upheaval and societal expectations impose
severe constraints on individual freedom. Ha Jin’s choice of setting is not
incidental; it reflects the broader tensions between old and new ideologies,
as well as the personal sacrifices made by individuals caught in the
crossfire of history.

The protagonist's internal conflict is emblematic of a larger cultural
narrative. He 1is torn between his duties to family and society and his own
suppressed desires. This dynamic is portrayed with subtlety and depth,
inviting readers to empathize with the character’s plight without resorting
to melodrama. Ha Jin’s precise and economical prose enhances the emotional
impact, allowing the silences and pauses in the narrative to speak volumes.



Thematic Elements in Ha Jin’s Waiting

One of the most striking features of Ha Jin’s Waiting is its exploration of
waiting as a metaphor for patience, hope, and endurance. The act of waiting
becomes a symbol of the characters' suspended lives and deferred dreams. This
theme resonates universally, making the story accessible to readers beyond
its specific cultural context.

Additionally, the story addresses the theme of communication—or the lack
thereof—-between individuals constrained by social norms. Characters often
express themselves through gestures and unspoken words, which underscores the
emotional distance and misunderstandings that permeate their relationships.
This nuanced portrayal of human interaction is a hallmark of Ha Jin’s writing
style.

Characterization and Narrative Style

Ha Jin’s narrative technique in Waiting is characterized by its restrained
yet evocative style. The author employs a third-person limited perspective
that closely follows the protagonist’s thoughts and feelings, providing
intimate access to his internal struggles. This perspective allows for a
layered understanding of the character’s motivations and the societal
pressures influencing his decisions.

The characters are crafted with complexity and realism, avoiding stereotypes
often found in stories depicting traditional societies. Ha Jin’s characters
exhibit a range of emotions and contradictions, reflecting the multifaceted
nature of human experience. This complexity enriches the story, making it a
compelling study of personal and cultural identity.

Contextual Significance and Literary Impact

Ha Jin’s Waiting is often discussed within the broader context of Chinese
literature written in English, a genre that bridges Eastern and Western
literary traditions. By writing in English, Ha Jin reaches a global audience,
shedding light on the nuances of Chinese culture and history. This cross-
cultural dialogue enhances the story’s relevance in contemporary literary
discourse.

Furthermore, the story’s themes of waiting and emotional sacrifice resonate
with universal human experiences, contributing to its critical acclaim.
Scholars have noted that Ha Jin’s work challenges Western perceptions of
Chinese society by presenting characters with agency and emotional depth
rather than mere cultural archetypes.

Comparisons with Other Works by Ha Jin

When compared to other notable works by Ha Jin, such as “The Bridegroom” and
the novel “Waiting,” this short story shares thematic similarities,
particularly the focus on personal sacrifice and the tension between
tradition and modernity. However, ha jin s waiting distinguishes itself with
its brevity and concentrated emotional intensity.



While the novel “Waiting” explores similar themes over an extended narrative
arc, the short story format requires Ha Jin to distill his message with
precision. This economy of storytelling makes ha jin s waiting a powerful and
accessible entry point for readers new to his oeuvre.

Relevance in Contemporary Discussions

In today’s globalized world, ha jin s waiting remains relevant for its
portrayal of cultural displacement and the universal challenges of balancing
individual desires with societal expectations. The story invites reflection
on how political and cultural forces shape personal lives and the often
invisible emotional costs borne by individuals.

Moreover, the narrative’s focus on waiting as a form of endurance can be
interpreted through various contemporary lenses, including discussions about
immigration, identity, and the immigrant experience. Ha Jin’s own background
as a Chinese immigrant writing in America adds an additional layer of
authenticity and insight to these themes.

e Emotional Complexity: The story captures the nuanced emotional states of
longing, hope, and resignation.

e Cultural Insight: Provides a window into post-revolutionary Chinese
society and its impact on personal relationships.

e Literary Style: Characterized by subtle prose, symbolic use of waiting,
and restrained narrative voice.

e Universal Themes: Addresses timeless issues such as sacrifice,
communication barriers, and the human condition.

Ha Jin’s Waiting, therefore, stands as a significant work that invites
readers to contemplate the interplay between history, culture, and individual
fate. It challenges simplistic narratives and encourages a more empathetic
understanding of lives shaped by forces beyond their control.

By weaving together personal narrative and cultural critique, Ha Jin offers a
story that is both specific in its setting and universal in its emotional
resonance. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to capture the quiet
moments of human experience that often go unnoticed but define the essence of
living.

Ha Jin S Waiting
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ha jin s waiting: On Waiting Harold Schweizer, 2008-06-03 What is the relationship between
waiting and time? Is there an ethics of waiting, or even an art of waiting? Do the internet, online
shopping and text messaging mean that waiting has come to an end? On Waiting explores such and
similar questions in compelling fashion. Drawing on some fascinating examples, from the
philosopher Henri Bergson's musings on a lump of sugar to Kate Croy waiting in Wings of the Dove
to the writings of Rilke, Bishop, and Carver, it examines this ever-present yet overlooked
phenomenon from diverse angles in fascinating style.

ha jin s waiting: Chinese Diasporic Writers and Artists Kwok-kan Tam, Lily Li, 2025-09-10
This book presents new and original essays that capture the enigmatic and intriguing personal and
imagined worlds of Chinese writers and artists in diaspora in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. Including chapters on artist-writers such as Gao Xingjian, Dai Sijie, Ha Jin and Hong Ying,
Tyrus Wong, and Shen Wei, the book explores personal cross-cultural experiences through their
literary and other artistic works, reflecting on their cultural identity, their native home, and their
new home, the past and the present. By writing, filming, and painting about their diaspora/diasporic
experience, they are writing about their selves and the traumatic experience many of them have
gone through in forgetting the past, forgiving the damage, and foreshadowing a future by
re-visioning their selves. Their experience represents a generation’s quest for an identity of being
Chinese but culturally distanced from China. As a study of cross-cultural human experience through
the lens of literature, film, and other arts, this book will not only appeal to students and scholars of
Chinese diaspora studies, it will also appeal to those with an interest in Chinese literature, film, and
culture.

ha jin s waiting: Transpacific Cartographies Melody Yunzi Li, 2023-12-15 Transpacific
Cartographies examines how contemporary Chinese diasporic narratives address the existential loss
of home for immigrant communities at a time of global precarity and amid rising Sino-US tensions.
Focusing on cultural productions of the Chinese diaspora from the 1990s to the present -- including
novels by the Sinophone writers Yan Geling (The Criminal Lu Yanshi), Shi Yu (New York Lover),
Chen Qian (Listen to the Caged Bird Sing), and Rong Rong (Notes of a Couple), as well as by the
Anglophone writer Ha Jin (A Free Life; A Map of Betrayal), selected TV shows (Beijinger in New
York; The Way We Were), and online literature -- Melody Yunzi Li argues that the characters in these
stories create multilayered maps that transcend the territorial boundaries that make finding a home
in a foreign land a seemingly impossible task. In doing so, these “maps” outline a transpacific
landscape that reflects the psycho-geography of homemaking for diasporic communities.
Intersecting with and bridging Sinophone studies, Chinese American studies, and diaspora studies
and drawing on theories of literary cartography, Transpacific Cartographies demonstrates how these
“maps” offer their readers different paths for finding a sense of home no matter where they are.

ha jin s waiting: Waiting Ha Jin, 2000 The story of Lin Kong, a man living in two worlds,
struggling with the conflicting claims of two utterly different women.

ha jin s waiting: Waiting Ha Jin, 1999 An ambitious and dedicated Chinese doctor, Lin Kong
finds himself torn between two very different women--the educated and dynamic nurse with whom
he has fallen in love and the traditional, meek, and humble woman to whom his family married him
when they were both very young. 15,000 first printing.

ha jin s waiting: Feminism and Global Chineseness: The Cultural Production of Controversial
Women Authors Aijun Zhu, 2007 This book deconstructs the controversy of globally located Chinese
women authors, including Maxine Hong Kingston (America), Wei Hui (Mainland China), Li Ang
(Taiwan), and Li Bihua (Hong Kong). It vividly shows how these authors are trapped in a dilemma
between feminism, nationalism, and neocolonialism complicated by the powerful influences of global
popular culture. This book not only engages in the much debated major issues such as gender,
nation, narration and globalization, but more profoundly, it also points out the cultural and political
significance of literary and cultural criticism, a much neglected area of research. The author's
detailed examination of Chinese nationalism from the perspectives of gender and globalization
shows her sharp awareness of the changing geopolitical mapping of Chineseness. Critics of Chinese



literature and culture will benefit from this work in this era of social and political changes.

ha jin s waiting: Narratives of Diaspora W. Lim, 2013-12-17 Chinese American authors often
find it necessary to represent Asian history in their literary works. Tracing the development of the
literary production of Maxine Hong Kingston, Amy Tan, Lisa See, and Russell Leong, among others,
this book captures the effects of international politics and globalization on Chinese American
diasporic consciousness.

ha jin s waiting: Waiting , 2020 An artist book mostly consisting of colourful visual prints and
collages.

ha jin s waiting: The Very Telling Sarah Anne Johnson, 2006 An inspiring collection of
interviews with some of today's hottest authors.

ha jin s waiting: Some Day Robert Eidelberg, 2020-06-29 SOME DAY The Literature of Waiting
A Creative Writing Course With Time on Its Hands Now wait. Now. Wait. You do it all the time. Time
and time again. You're doing it right now: waiting on our every word. So here goes: before there was
this book SOME DAY on writing creatively about a world of waiting, there was special topics Hunter
College English course on “The Literature of Waiting” that featured a selection of novels, plays, and
short stories by some rather famous world authors. But wait: even before that time-sensitive college
course there were, well, the elevators—particularly the ones in the North Building of Hunter College
of the City University of New York. Elevators that you always had to wait distressingly long for when
they were apparently working and eternally long for when they were “out of service.” There was
even that infamous elevator repair sign. Picture it: a photoshopped female student with her right
hand flat out in the stop-and-wait position, her compressed lips silently conveying that any wait on
your part for an elevator to come would be entirely futile. And did we mention that the repair sign
would inevitably remain up even after that elevator had been fixed? Now that made a certain sense
since it was only a matter of time before the sign was, like a broken clock, accurate again. Author
Robert Eidelberg’s Books With a Built-In Teacher In addition to “Some Day: The Literature of
Waiting, all of the following “Books With a Built-In Teacher” by educator and author Robert
Eidelberg are available through all online bookstores as well as from the author by contacting him at
glamor62945@mypacks.net “Who’s There?” in Shakespeare’s HAMLET - That Is the Question!
Stanza-Phobia: A Slef-Improvement Approach to Bridging Any Disconnect Between You and Poetry
by Understanding Just One Poem (Yes, One!) and Winding Up Not only Learning the Process
involved but Coming to Love at Least a Few More Poems (and Maybe Poetry Itself) Good Thinking: A
Self-Improvement Approach to Getting Your Mind to Go from “Huh?” to “Hmm” to “Aha!” Playing
Detective: A Self-Improvement Approach to Becoming a more Mindful Thinker Reader, and Writer
By Solving Mysteries Detectives: Stories for Thinking, Solving, and Writing So You Think You Might
Like to Teach: 29 Fictional Teachers (for Real!) Model ow to Become and Remain a Successful
Teacher Staying After School: 19 Students (for Real!) Have the Next What-if Word on Remarkable
Fictional Teachers and Their Often Challenging Classes. Julio: A Brooklyn Boy Plays Detective to
Find His Missing Father (with John Carter)

ha jin s waiting: Chronicle of the Pulitzer Prizes for Fiction Heinz-D. Fischer, Erika ].
Fischer, 2012-02-14 The School of Journalism at Columbia University has awarded the Pulitzer Prize
since 1917. Nowadays there are prizes in 21 categories from the fields of journalism, literature and
music. The Pulitzer Prize Archive presentsthe history of this award from its beginnings to the
present: In parts A toE the awarding oftheprize in each category is documented, commented and
arranged chronologically. Part F covers the history of the prize biographically and bibliographically.
Part G provides the background to thedecisions.

ha jin s waiting: Encyclopedia of Asian-American Literature Seiwoong Oh, 2015-04-22 Presents
a reference on Asian-American literature providing profiles of Asian-American writers and their
works.

ha jin s waiting: Stranger at the Door Kristjana Gunnars, 2011-04-07 At the beginning of a
new writing project—whether it’s the first page of a new novel or a less ambitious project, writers
often experience exhilaration, fear, or dread. For Kristjana Gunnars, the call of a new project is “like



someone you don’t know knocking on your door—you either choose to let the person in or not. It’s
both exciting and dangerous to start a new manuscript.” This book is an engagement with that
“stranger” called writing. Creative or imaginative writing is a complex process that involves more
than intellect alone. Writers make use of everything: their sensibilities, history, culture, knowledge,
experience, education, and even their biology. These essays seek out, and gather into a discussion,
what writers have said about their own experiences in writing. Although the writers are from around
the world and of very different backgrounds, the commonality of their remarks brings home the
realization that writers everywhere are grappling with similar problems—with the seemingly simple
problems of when, where, why, and what to write, but also larger questions such as the relationship
between writer and society, or issues of privacy, appropriation, or homelessness. While none of
these questions can be definitively answered, they can be fruitfully discussed. Originating as
questions posed in creative-writing seminars, these essays have grown into companion texts for both
writers and readers who want to participate in a conversation about what writers do.

ha jin s waiting: Innocents Abroad Too Michael Pearson, 2008-10-21 Most people don’t get the
opportunity to circumnavigate the globe. Michael Pearson has had the good fortune to do it twice. As
a two-term professor in the Semester at Sea Program, Pearson journeyed by ship in 2002 and 2006
to such countries as Japan, China, Vietnam, India, Myanmar, Egypt, Turkey, South Africa, and Cuba.
In Innocents Abroad Too he shares his experiences and candid impressions, transporting the reader
from bustling streets outside Shanghai’s City God’s Temple to the Masai Mara plain. Along the way
Pearson provides a literary journey, enriching his encounters with descriptions of the great books
and great writers who have also brought the world closer to their readers. These touchstones are
combined with journalistic sketches of the people and places he visits and Pearson’s thoughtful
meditations on the significance of travel and the importance of encountering the new. In the rich
tradition of travel literature, Innocents Abroad Too offers a blend of experience and imagination,
worlds familiar and strange.

ha jin s waiting: Asian-American Writers Allison Amend, 2010 Discusses the lives of some Asian
Americans primarily known for their writing, including Amy Tan and Jhumpa Lahiri.

ha jin s waiting: Literature in the Age of Lingua Franca English Justin Quinn, 2024-12-30
The English language is now a lingua franca spoken by about two billion people. This insightful
study considers how a bridge language affects world literature by analyzing what it is, how it works,
what are its themes, what it means for canons, and how it is mediated. Cultural criticism often
employs perspectives of race, citizenship, and colonialism, as well as considerations of scale
(archipelagic, planetary), form (analogies between the literary and the social), and technologies (as
they inflect artifacts). These approaches help rethink the new dynamics of anglophone literature, but
they have often overlooked one of the basic elements of literature - the language itself. Literatures
in English vernaculars have flourished, and Justin Quinn shows that writers are also creating a new
idiom in English that is not fixed to a particular locale or community. While sentences may become
simpler, the vocabulary range narrower, and rich cultural references lost, Quinn reveals how much
this new form of writing gains. He explores the work of a wide range of authors, including Daisy
Hildyard, Kim Stanley Robinson, Bryan Washington, Yiyun Li, and Terrance Hayes. Literature in the
Age of Lingua Franca English: The Zero Style is an innovative and illuminating resource for students
and scholars of global anglophone literature, comparative literature, and cultural studies.

ha jin s waiting: Sinophone Studies Shu-mei Shih, Chien-hsin Tsai, Brian Bernards,
2013-01-22 This definitive anthology casts Sinophone studies as the study of Sinitic-language
cultures born of colonial and postcolonial influences. Essays by such authors as Rey Chow, Ha Jin,
Leo Ou-fan Lee, Ien Ang, Wei-ming Tu, and David Wang address debates concerning the nature of
Chineseness while introducing readers to essential readings in Tibetan, Malaysian, Taiwanese,
French, Caribbean, and American Sinophone literatures. By placing Sinophone cultures at the
crossroads of multiple empires, this anthology richly demonstrates the transformative power of
multiculturalism and multilingualism, and by examining the place-based cultural and social practices
of Sinitic-language communities in their historical contexts beyond China proper, it effectively



refutes the diasporic framework. It is an invaluable companion for courses in Asian, postcolonial,
empire, and ethnic studies, as well as world and comparative literature.

ha jin s waiting: Modern Minority Yoon Sun Lee, 2013-02-14 Modern Minority presents a
fresh examination of canonical and emergent Asian American literature's relationship to the genre of
realism, particularly through its preoccupation with everyday life.

ha jin s waiting: The Foreign in International Crime Fiction Jean Anderson, Carolina
Miranda, Barbara Pezzotti, 2012-06-14 Reading texts from across the world, this book examines the
depiction of ‘the foreigner' in popular 20th and 21st century crime writing.

ha jin s waiting: Tiananmen Fictions outside the Square Belinda Kong, 2012-05-04 An exciting
analysis of the myriad literary effects of Tiananmen, Belinda Kong's Tiananmen Fictions Outside the
Square is the first full-length study of fictions related to the 1989 movement and massacre. More
than any other episode in recent world history, Tiananmen has brought a distinctly politicized
Chinese literary diaspora into stark relief. Kong redefines Tiananmen's meaning from an event that
ended in local political failure to one that succeeded in producing a vital dimension of contemporary
transnational writing today. She spotlights key writers-Gao Xingjian, Ha Jin, Annie Wang, and Ma
Jian-who have written and published about the massacre from abroad. Their outsider/distanced
perspectives inform their work, and reveal how diaspora writers continually reimagine Tiananmen's
relevance to the post-1989 world at large. Compelling us to think about how Chinese culture,
identity, and politics are being defined in the diaspora, Tiananmen Fictions Outside the Square
candidly addresses issues of political exile, historical trauma, global capital, and state biopower.
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