what is the setting of the divergent

**Exploring the Setting of The Divergent: A Deep Dive into Its Dystopian
World**

what is the setting of the divergent series? This question often intrigues
fans and new readers alike, as the world Veronica Roth created is as complex
and captivating as the story itself. The setting isn’t just a backdrop for
the plot; it’'s a vital component that shapes the characters, their decisions,
and the overall narrative. Understanding the setting of *Divergent* helps
readers grasp the stakes involved and the societal commentary Roth weaves
through her dystopian vision.

The Dystopian Landscape of Divergent

At its core, the setting of *Divergent* is a dystopian version of Chicago,
far removed from the bustling, modern city we know today. Instead of
sprawling urban life, the city is transformed into a regimented society
divided by rigid social structures. This dystopian environment reflects a
future where humanity has survived a catastrophic event—implied to be a war
or some large-scale disaster—but at the cost of personal freedom and
diversity.

A City Divided by Factions

One of the most striking features of the *Divergent* setting is the faction
system. The society is split into five distinct groups, each dedicated to a
particular virtue:

- **Abnegation (The Selfless):** Focused on selflessness and serving others,
they are the ruling faction early in the series.

- **Amity (The Peaceful):** Representing kindness, harmony, and friendship.
- **Candor (The Honest):** Upholding truth and transparency above all.

- **Dauntless (The Brave):** Valuing courage and fearlessness.

- **Erudite (The Intelligent):** The faction of knowledge, logic, and
education.

This division creates a highly controlled social order where individuals are
expected to conform to the values of their faction, often at the expense of
their true nature. The setting’s reliance on these factions creates tension,
conflict, and the challenge of identity, which is central to the protagonist
Tris Prior’s journey.



The Role of the Faction System in Society

The faction system isn’t just a social categorization—-it’s a way of life that
dictates how people live, work, and interact. Children at the age of sixteen
undergo a “Choosing Ceremony,” where they decide which faction to dedicate
themselves to for life. This moment is pivotal and filled with anxiety, as it
means abandoning family and former friends if they choose a different
faction.

This rigid social structure highlights themes of conformity, choice, and
individuality. The setting uses this system to explore how societal
expectations and labels can limit personal freedom and self-expression.

The Physical and Cultural Environment of
Divergent’s Chicago

While the faction system dominates the social setting, the physical
environment of the city itself plays a significant role in shaping the
story’s atmosphere.

The Urban Landscape and Infrastructure

Unlike the Chicago we see today, the *Divergent* Chicago is more austere and
militarized. The city is enclosed by walls—symbolizing both physical and
ideological barriers—and is often depicted with stark architecture,
industrial spaces, and minimalistic living conditions. This environment
reflects the controlled and somewhat oppressive nature of the society.

The Dauntless faction, for example, resides in a converted amusement park,
where they train in combat and survival skills. This setting provides a
gritty, adrenaline-filled backdrop for many key scenes and underscores the
faction’s values of bravery and risk-taking.

The Controlled Environment and Surveillance

Surveillance is a key element of the setting, emphasizing the lack of privacy
and freedom. The Erudite faction, in particular, uses technology and
intelligence to monitor other factions and manipulate outcomes. This constant
observation adds a layer of tension and mistrust, making the city feel
claustrophobic and controlled.



Thematic Implications of the Divergent Setting

The setting of *Divergent* is more than just a physical or social space-it is
a reflection of deeper themes about identity, control, and societal division.

Exploring Identity Through a Divided Society

The faction system forces characters to choose a single defining trait, but
the story reveals that people are complex and multifaceted. The concept of
being “Divergent” itself comes from the ability to embody multiple traits,
making individuals resistant to societal control. The setting, therefore,
becomes a battleground for self-discovery and resistance against imposed
identities.

Control Versus Freedom

The highly structured environment highlights the tension between control and
freedom. The city’s walls, faction rules, and surveillance demonstrate an

attempt to maintain order by suppressing diversity and dissent. This creates
a setting ripe for rebellion and change, central to the story’s progression.

Reflection of Real-World Issues

Veronica Roth’s setting draws inspiration from real-world social, political,
and psychological concepts. The division into factions can be seen as a
metaphor for social segmentation, tribalism, or even political polarization.
The dystopian environment raises questions about governance, societal
engineering, and what it means to be truly free.

The Impact of Setting on Character Development
and Plot

Understanding the setting of *Divergent* is crucial to appreciating the
characters’ struggles and growth.

Tris Prior’s Journey Within the Faction System

Tris’'s choice to leave her birth faction, Abnegation, for Dauntless is a
major turning point, symbolizing her struggle to find her own identity within
a rigid society. The challenges she faces in Dauntless training, the



suspicion she encounters as a Divergent, and the larger societal conflicts
all stem from the setting’s unique rules and divisions.

Setting as a Catalyst for Conflict

The faction system and the city’s political dynamics fuel much of the series’
conflict. Power struggles between factions, the rise of Erudite’s
authoritarian ambitions, and the eventual breakdown of the faction system
itself are all deeply tied to the setting. Without this structured world, the
story’s tension and stakes would be far less compelling.

Why the Setting of Divergent Resonates with
Readers

The setting’s blend of futuristic dystopia, psychological complexity, and
social commentary makes it resonate deeply with readers, especially young
adults.

e Relatable Themes: Issues of belonging, identity, and choice speak to
universal human experiences.

e Immersive World-Building: The detailed faction system and vivid
descriptions create a believable and engaging world.

e Reflection of Modern Society: The setting’s focus on division and
control mirrors real societal challenges, offering readers a mirror to
their own world.

By carefully crafting a setting that is both imaginative and grounded in
real-world concerns, *Divergent* invites readers to question societal norms
and consider the importance of embracing complexity and individuality.

In exploring what is the setting of the *Divergent* series, it becomes clear
that the world Veronica Roth created is integral to the story’s impact. From
the faction-based society to the dystopian version of Chicago, every element
of the setting contributes to the narrative’s emotional depth and thematic
richness. It’s a world where identity is tested, freedom is contested, and
courage takes many forms—making the setting as much a character as Tris and
her companions.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the setting of the Divergent series?

The Divergent series is set in a dystopian future version of Chicago, where
society is divided into five factions based on human virtues.

In which city does the story of Divergent primarily
take place?

The story primarily takes place in a futuristic Chicago.

What is the time period of Divergent's setting?

Divergent is set in a post-apocalyptic future, though the exact year is not
specified.

How is society structured in the setting of
Divergent?

Society is divided into five factions: Abnegation, Amity, Candor, Dauntless,
and Erudite, each representing a different virtue.

Does the setting of Divergent include any futuristic
technology or elements?

Yes, the setting includes advanced technology such as simulation tests and
surveillance systems used to maintain control over the population.

How does the setting of Divergent influence the
story's themes?

The dystopian setting emphasizes themes of identity, choice, and societal
control, as characters navigate a rigid faction system that dictates their
lives.

Additional Resources

The Setting of The Divergent: An Analytical Exploration of Its Unique
Dystopian World

what is the setting of the divergent series? This question invites an
examination of the richly constructed dystopian universe that forms the
backdrop for Veronica Roth’s popular young adult novels and their subsequent
film adaptations. The setting of The Divergent is not merely a physical



location but a complex societal structure that shapes the characters'
identities, conflicts, and motivations. Understanding this environment is
crucial for appreciating the narrative’s exploration of themes such as
identity, conformity, and societal division.

Exploring the Dystopian Landscape of The
Divergent

At its core, the setting of The Divergent is a post-apocalyptic Chicago,
meticulously reimagined to serve as a microcosm for a fractured society. The
city is divided into five distinct factions, each representing a particular
virtue: Abnegation (selflessness), Amity (peacefulness), Candor (honesty),
Dauntless (bravery), and Erudite (intelligence). This faction system is
central to the world-building and acts as a mechanism for social order and
control.

The choice of Chicago is significant because it grounds the story in a real-
world location, allowing readers and viewers to visualize the transformation
of a familiar urban environment into a controlled dystopia. The remnants of
the old world, including the ruins and the city’'s skyline, are often
referenced, painting a vivid contrast between past civilization and current
societal experiments.

Faction System: The Heart of The Divergent Setting

The faction system is the most distinctive feature of the setting and defines
every aspect of life for its inhabitants. At the age of 16, individuals must
choose a faction to dedicate their lives to, a decision that symbolizes a
commitment to a singular ideal and community.

e Abnegation: Emphasizes selflessness and serving others, often associated
with governing roles.

Amity: Prioritizes peace and harmony, fostering a community-oriented
lifestyle.

Candor: Values honesty and truth, often taking on judicial and law
enforcement functions.

Dauntless: Celebrates courage and fearlessness, responsible for
protection and military roles.

Erudite: Focuses on knowledge and intelligence, driving innovation and
technological advancement.



This rigid division creates a society where people are expected to suppress
any traits that do not align with their chosen faction, resulting in a
complex social dynamic full of tension and conflict. The concept of
“Divergence” refers to individuals who do not fit neatly into one faction,
making the setting a breeding ground for both conformity and rebellion.

Social and Political Implications Within the Setting

The faction-based society is not merely a backdrop but a critical commentary
on social stratification and political control. The governing system relies
on faction loyalty to maintain order, but beneath this surface lies a fragile
balance of power.

Erudite's quest for control and their use of propaganda against Abnegation
exposes the political machinations within the setting, highlighting themes of
manipulation and authoritarianism. The Dauntless faction, with its
militaristic nature, acts as both protector and enforcer, illustrating how
fear and power intersect in this dystopian world.

Moreover, the setting’s emphasis on identity and choice underlines the
psychological struggles faced by characters. The pressure to conform to one
faction’s ideals often suppresses individuality, making the setting a fertile
ground for exploring issues of self-discovery and freedom.

The Physical and Cultural Environment in The
Divergent

Beyond the faction system, the physical environment of Chicago is a character
in itself. The city is depicted with stark contrasts—dilapidated structures
coexist with well-maintained faction compounds, and natural spaces are often
limited or controlled.

Urban Decay and Controlled Spaces

The portrayal of urban decay reflects the aftermath of societal collapse,
with abandoned buildings and graffiti marking the cityscape. This decay
serves as a visual metaphor for the fractured society and the loss of the old
world’s ideals.

In contrast, faction headquarters are highly controlled environments,
designed to reinforce the values they represent. For example, Dauntless
headquarters is rough and industrial, mirroring their aggressive and fearless
nature, while Amity'’s spaces are lush and serene, emphasizing peace and
community.



Cultural Rituals and Daily Life

Daily life within this setting is governed by strict rituals and
expectations, reinforcing faction loyalty. The initiation tests, communal
living arrangements, and faction-specific training are cultural staples that
immerse characters in their chosen identities.

Furthermore, the setting includes elements such as the aptitude test, which
determines initial faction suitability, and the ceremony of choosing, a
pivotal event that shapes the trajectory of each character’s life. These
cultural practices are instrumental in maintaining the faction system’s
stability and are integral to the narrative’s tension.

Comparative Analysis: The Divergent Setting
Versus Other Dystopian Worlds

The Divergent’s setting shares thematic similarities with other dystopian
works like Suzanne Collins’ The Hunger Games and Lois Lowry'’s The Giver, yet
it distinguishes itself through its faction-based societal structure.

Whereas The Hunger Games focuses on class division through geographic
districts and The Giver explores controlled emotional experiences, The
Divergent delves into ideological segmentation, forcing its characters to
navigate a world where identity is fragmented and allegiance is compulsory.

This unique approach adds depth to the setting, providing fertile ground for
exploring the consequences of extreme social engineering and the human
spirit’s resistance to conformity.

Strengths and Limitations of The Divergent Setting

e Strengths: The faction system is a compelling narrative device that
offers a fresh take on dystopian societies. The setting’s grounding in a
recognizable city enhances relatability and visual impact. The intricate
social and political dynamics provide multiple layers of conflict and
character development.

e Limitations: Some critics argue that the faction system’s rigidity may
oversimplify complex human traits, potentially limiting the exploration
of nuanced identities. Additionally, the setting’s focus on a single
city might restrict the scope of world-building compared to broader
dystopian universes.



Despite these critiques, the setting of The Divergent remains a powerful and
evocative foundation for the story’s themes and character arcs.

The setting of the Divergent series thus functions as more than a mere
backdrop; it is an active and dynamic element that shapes the narrative’s
trajectory. Through its faction system, urban landscape, and cultural
rituals, the setting offers an insightful exploration of identity, societal
control, and resistance. This well-crafted dystopian world continues to
resonate with audiences, inviting ongoing analysis and interpretation.
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disusun. Buku kompilasi ini berisi karya tulis ilmiah mahasiswa yang mengambil matakuliah
Psychology of Literature di program studi Bahasa dan Kebudayaan Inggris, Fakultas Bahasa dan
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what is the setting of the divergent: Assessment of Ore Deposit Settings, Structures and
Proximity Indicator Minerals in Geological Exploration Prakash R. Golani, 2021-01-23 This
well-illustrated book aims to enhance observations and understanding of structural features and
proximity-indicator minerals, critical in exploration. The book provides a unique blending of different
content on observational and critical aspects of data acquisition, geological, structural, tectonic
set-up, mineral deposit types, geophysical framework, and proximity indicator minerals. Combining
these topics led to a comprehensive understanding to facilitate mineral targeting and exploration in
green- and brown-field terrains. Besides field photographs, the write-up is lavishly supplemented
with relevant geological and geophysical maps, tables, and case stories in field geology, making it
useful for a much larger section of the geoscientific community professional geologists and
geophysicists, students, teachers, and also decision-makers in geo-surveys and exploration.
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been accepted as mainstream in Cognitive Science, the study of its potential contribution to
understding child developemnt and ageing, as well as its potential applications, is still in its infancy.
This collection of articles explores the contribution of Embodied Cognition to studying the lifespan
and potential applied fields. The contributions are theoretical and empirical and offer an important
framework for future research and its applications.

what is the setting of the divergent: Geological Setting, Palaeoenvironment and Archaeology
of the Red Sea Najeeb M.A. Rasul, lan C.F. Stewart, 2018-12-05 This book gathers invited
contributions from active researchers to provide an up-to-date overview of the geological setting of
the Red Sea. It discusses aspects ranging from historical information to modern research in the Red
Sea, and presents findings from rapidly advancing, emerging fields. This semi-enclosed young ocean
basin provides a unique opportunity to study the development of passive continental margins in
order to examine the current status of that region. In addition to studies on the Sea itself, it includes
those from related fields on the littoral zone. The book is of interest to geoscientists and
non-specialists alike.

what is the setting of the divergent: Analysis of Divergence William Bray, Caslav Stanojevic,
2012-12-06 The 7th International Workshop in Analysis and its Applications (IWAA) was held at the
University of Maine, June 1-6, 1997 and featured approxi mately 60 mathematicians. The principal
theme of the workshop shares the title of this volume and the latter is a direct outgrowth of the
workshop. IWAA was founded in 1984 by Professor Caslav V. Stanojevic. The first meeting was held
in the resort complex Kupuri, Yugoslavia, June 1-10, 1986, with two pilot meetings preceding. The
Organization Committee to gether with the Advisory Committee (R. P. Boas, R. R. Goldberg, J. P.
Kahne) set forward the format and content of future meetings. A certain number of papers were
presented that later appeared individually in such journals as the Proceedings of the AMS, Bulletin
of the AMS, Mathematis chen Annalen, and the Journal of Mathematical Analysis and its Applica
tions. The second meeting took place June 1-10, 1987, at the same location. At the plenary session of
this meeting it was decided that future meetings should have a principal theme. The theme for the
third meeting (June 1- 10, 1989, Kupuri) was Karamata's Regular Variation. The principal theme for
the fourth meeting (June 1-10, 1990, Kupuri) was Inner Product and Convexity Structures in
Analysis, Mathematical Physics, and Economics. The fifth meeting was to have had the theme,
Analysis and Foundations, organized in cooperation with Professor A. Blass (June 1-10, 1991,
Kupuri).

what is the setting of the divergent: Interpreting and Translating in Public Service Settings
Raquel De Pedro Ricoy, Isabelle Perez, Christine Wilson, 2014-06-03 Translation, interpreting and
other forms of communication support within public sector settings constitute a field which deals,
quite literally, with matters of life and death. Overshadowed for many years by interpreting and
translating in other domains, public sector interpreting and translating has received growing
attention in recent years, with increasingly mobile populations and human rights, diversity and
equality legislation shining the spotlight on the need for quality provision across an increasing range
and volume of activities. Interpreting and Translating in Public Service Settings offers a collection of
analytically-grounded essays that provide new insights into the reality of the interaction in public
sector settings and into the roles and positioning of the participants by challenging existing models
and paradigms. Issues of local need, but with global resonance, are addressed, and current reality is
set against plans for the future. The triad of participants (interpreter/translator, public sector
professional and client) is investigated, as are aspects of pedagogy, policy and practice. Empirical
data supports the study of topics related to written, spoken and signed activities in a variety of
professional settings. Bringing together academics and practitioners from different countries in
order to explore the multidisciplinary dimension of the subject, this collection should serve as a
valuable reference tool, not only for academics and students of public sector interpreting and
translating, but also for practising linguists, providers of language services and policy makers.

what is the setting of the divergent: Counselling Skills For Nurses, Midwives And
Health Visitors Freshwater, Dawn, 2003-04-01 This book examines contemporary developments in



nursing and health care in relation to the fundamental philosophy of counselling, the practicalities of
counselling and relevant theoretical underpinnings. Community nurses often find themselves in
situations which require in-depth listening and responding skills: for example, in helping people
come to terms with chronic illness, disability and bereavement.

what is the setting of the divergent: Convergence and divergence in Ibero-Romance across
contact situations and beyond Miriam Bouzouita, Renata Enghels, Clara Vanderschueren,
2021-10-25 This book aims to provide a better understanding of convergence and non-convergence
phenomena, such as divergence, from different theoretical perspectives. It brings together nine case
studies that deal with contact between languages found in the Iberian Peninsula (Castilian, Catalan,
Portuguese and Basque), between Spanish or Portuguese and another language (such as English),
and between different varieties from Europe and other continents. The volume thus unites views
from two fields that rarely interact: contact linguistics and dialectology. It discusses the mechanisms
and consequences of language contact within the Ibero-Romance world, a geographical space
characterised by a high rate of multilingual speakers and settings. The contributions deal with
various combinations of convergence and divergence, for example between different varieties of the
same language, language stability despite contact, as well as less studied aspects, such as the
relation between language contact and second language acquisition, the linguistic landscape
perspective of language contact, and divergence in linguistic identity construction.
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what is the setting of the divergent: Principles of Sedimentary Basin Analysis Andrew D.
Miall, 2013-03-09 Review of the second edition For geologists and geophysicists studying
sedimentary fill of basins, this volume is a valuable addition to their shelves. The book is packed with
informationincludes numerous lists of references, and is up-to-date. As a source volume, this book is
second to none. It is clear and well organized. GEOPHYSICS

what is the setting of the divergent: Automating Active Directory Administration with
Windows PowerShell 2.0 Ken St. Cyr, Laura E. Hunter, 2011-06-01 Focused content on automating
the user authentication and authorization tool for Windows environments Automation helps make
administration of computing environments more manageable. It alleviates the repetition of repeating
frequent tasks and and automates just about any task for Active Directory, Windows PowerShell 2.0.
Focused on everyday and frequently performed tasks, this indispensable guide provides you with the
PowerShell solutions for these tasks. Solutions are presented in a step-by-step format so that you
can fully grasp how the new Active Directory module for PowerShell provides command-line
scripting for administrative, configuration, and diagnostic tasks. Walks you through the processes
and tools required to automate everyday tasks Offers PowerShell solutions for maintaining a
Windows Server 2008 R2 environment Includes real-world examples, explanations of concepts, and
step-by-step solutions This unique book allows you to work more efficiently and effectively and keep
up with the ever-increasing demands from businesses.

what is the setting of the divergent: Salt in the Earth Sciences Webster Mohriak,
2025-08-07 A comprehensive review of giant salt basins, salt tectonic events, and their global
implications Salt is formed when water rich in evaporite minerals accumulates on the Earth’s
surface and then evaporates. Over time, pressure and tectonics change the structure and shape of
salt layers. Recent technological advances have improved the interpretation and modeling of
subsurface salt structures. Salt in the Earth Sciences: Basin Analysis and Salt Tectonics presents a
global overview of giant salt basins formed under diverse tectonic settings, connecting salt
deposition with tectonic events, climate change, and more. Volume highlights include: Stratigraphic
and structural features of giant salt basins Theories for the origin of salt giants and their deep
crustal architecture Accumulations of hydrocarbon resources in salt basins Global examples of giant
salt basins Salt and shale tectonic models, including salt and mud diapirism, magmatism, and salt
dissolution Correlations with plate tectonics, climate changes, global glaciations, and major volcanic
events Extreme environments associated with evaporite deposition on Earth and other planets of the
solar system Browse the other volume in this set, Salt in the Earth Sciences: Evaporite Rocks and



Salt Deposition. The American Geophysical Union promotes discovery in Earth and space science for
the benefit of humanity. Its publications disseminate scientific knowledge and provide resources for
researchers, students, and professionals.

what is the setting of the divergent: Tradition as Resource or Constraint for Strategic
Action Gino Cattani, Simone Ferriani, Innan Sasaki, 2025-08-27 Spanning industries from fashion to
sports and from gastronomy to design, the researchers present a meticulously curated anthology of
research discussing the dual role of tradition—as both a stabilizing anchor, and a springboard for
strategic change.

what is the setting of the divergent: Man-Machine-Environment System Engineering
Shengzhao Long, Balbir S. Dhillon, 2020-09-28 This book presents selected papers introducing
readers to the key research topics and latest development trends in the theory and application of
MMESE. The advanced integrated research topic man-machine-environment system engineering
(MMESE) was first established in China by Professor Shengzhao Long in 1981, with direct support
from one of the greatest modern Chinese scientists, Xuesen Qian. In a letter to Shengzhao Long from
October 22nd, 1993, Xuesen Qian wrote: “You have created a very important modern science and
technology in China!” MMESE primarily focuses on the relationship between man, machine and
environment, studying the optimum combination of man-machine-environment systems, where
“man” refers to people in the workplace (e.g., operators, decision-makers), “machine” is the general
name for any object controlled by man (including tools, machinery, computers, systems and
technologies), and “environment” describes the specific working conditions under which man and
machine interact (e.g., temperature, noise, vibration and hazardous gases). The three goals of
optimizing such systems are ensuring safety, efficiency and economy. Presenting interdisciplinary
studies on the concepts and methods in physiology, psychology, system engineering, computer
science, environmental science, management, education and other related disciplines, this book is a
valuable resource for all researchers and professionals whose work involves MMESE subjects.

what is the setting of the divergent: Neurodivergent Education and Lifelong Learning
Keates, Nathan, Waldock, Krysia Emily, 2025-08-08 Neurodivergent education and lifelong learning
represent a transformative approach to understanding and supporting individual thinking, learning,
and engagement. As neurodiversity awareness increases, traditional educational models fail to meet
the needs of all learners. Embracing neurodivergent perspectives calls for inclusive, flexible, and
personalized educational strategies that extend beyond childhood into adulthood. Lifelong learning
becomes a tool for personal and professional development, and a critical path for neurodivergent
individuals to thrive, contribute to society, and pursue personal fulfillment. Neurodivergent
Education and Lifelong Learning explores the application of inclusive education practices for
accessible learning. It examines the lived experiences of neurodivergent individuals to foster a
humanized approach to intersectionality and advocacy in educational contexts. This book covers
topics such as mental health, childhood development, and higher education, and is a useful resource
for educators, sociologists, academicians, researchers, and scientists.

what is the setting of the divergent: Stratigraphic Systems Glenn S. Visher, 1999-12-08
Suitable as a primary text for undergraduate courses in sedimentology and stratigraphy.--BOOK
JACKET.

what is the setting of the divergent: Handbook of Research on Creativity Kerry Thomas,
Janet Chan, 2013-11-29 Containing cutting-edge research the Handbook of Research on Creativity
will strongly appeal to academics and advanced students in cultural studies, creative industries, art
history and theory, experimental music and performance studies, digital and ne
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2013-02-20

what is the setting of the divergent: Children's Ministry Lawrence O. Richards, Larry
Richards, 1988 This book combines both biblical and theological foundations for children's ministry
with a careful assessment of other issues in nurturing children, such as developmentalism, the
context of learning and growth, values, cognitive abilities, and social relationships.
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