
encyclopedia of themes in literature
Encyclopedia of Themes in Literature: Exploring the Heart of Storytelling

encyclopedia of themes in literature serves as a fascinating doorway into the
myriad ideas and messages that authors weave into their narratives. Whether
you’re a student, a writer, or simply a curious reader, understanding
literary themes enriches your appreciation of stories and deepens your
connection to the text. Themes are the underlying threads that unite
characters, plot, and setting into a meaningful whole, often reflecting
universal truths or cultural insights.

In this article, we’ll embark on a journey through the encyclopedia of themes
in literature, uncovering the most prevalent themes, their significance, and
how they shape the stories we love. Along the way, you’ll gain insight into
how themes function, tips for identifying them, and why they remain central
to literary analysis and creative writing.

What Is a Theme in Literature?

Before diving into specific themes, it’s essential to clarify what a theme
actually is. A theme is the central idea or message that recurs throughout a
literary work. Unlike the plot, which is the sequence of events, or the
characters, which are the people in the story, the theme is more abstract.
It’s the big idea that the author wants the reader to contemplate.

Themes can be explicit, where the author clearly states the message, or
implicit, where the reader must infer it from the story’s elements. They
often explore fundamental aspects of the human condition, such as love,
death, identity, conflict, and morality.

Why Themes Matter

Themes enrich literature by providing depth and resonance. They allow readers
to find personal meaning and connect stories to broader societal or
philosophical questions. For writers, themes guide the narrative’s purpose
and help maintain cohesion across the work. Recognizing themes is also
crucial in literary criticism, as it reveals layers beyond the surface plot.

Common Themes Found in the Encyclopedia of
Themes in Literature

Throughout centuries of storytelling, certain themes have consistently



appeared because they tap into universal experiences. Let’s explore some of
the most influential and frequently encountered themes.

Love and Relationships

Love is arguably the most pervasive theme in literature. It can manifest as
romantic love, familial bonds, friendship, or even unrequited affection.
Stories exploring love often delve into its complexity—joy, sacrifice,
betrayal, and growth.

For example, Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” dramatizes the intensity and
tragedy of young love, while Jane Austen’s works frequently examine social
dynamics intertwined with romantic relationships. Love as a theme invites
readers to reflect on human connections and emotional vulnerability.

Good vs. Evil

The battle between good and evil is a classic theme that embodies moral
conflict. This theme often frames stories as a struggle where protagonists
face antagonistic forces, whether external villains or internal demons.

From biblical tales to modern fantasy epics like J.R.R. Tolkien’s “The Lord
of the Rings,” the good versus evil theme challenges readers to consider
ethical dilemmas and the nature of righteousness.

Coming of Age and Identity

Many literary works focus on the journey from youth to maturity, addressing
self-discovery and personal growth. This theme highlights the challenges of
finding one’s place in the world, grappling with societal expectations, and
forging identity.

Books like J.D. Salinger’s “The Catcher in the Rye” and Harper Lee’s “To Kill
a Mockingbird” capture the complexities of adolescence and the search for
authenticity.

Power and Corruption

Exploring how power influences people and societies is a rich and enduring
theme. Stories under this umbrella often reveal how authority can corrupt and
the consequences of greed or ambition.

George Orwell’s “Animal Farm” and Shakespeare’s “Macbeth” portray the dark



side of power, illustrating how it can lead to moral decay and societal
collapse.

Mortality and the Meaning of Life

Themes revolving around death and existential questions probe the finite
nature of human existence. Literature often uses mortality to prompt
reflections on purpose, legacy, and the unknown.

In classics like Leo Tolstoy’s “The Death of Ivan Ilyich,” death serves as a
catalyst for introspection, while existentialist works by authors like Albert
Camus wrestle with the absurdity of life.

How to Identify Themes in Literature

Uncovering themes isn’t always straightforward, especially since they can be
subtle or multifaceted. Here are some practical tips to help identify themes
effectively:

Examine the Title: Sometimes the title hints at the theme or central
idea.

Look at the Conflict: What conflicts drive the plot? They often point to
thematic concerns.

Analyze Characters’ Journeys: How characters change or what they
struggle with can reveal themes.

Consider Repetition: Recurring symbols, motifs, or phrases often
emphasize themes.

Reflect on the Ending: The resolution or lack thereof can underscore the
author’s message.

By piecing together these elements, readers can gain a richer understanding
of the underlying messages the author intends to communicate.

The Role of an Encyclopedia of Themes in
Literature for Writers and Readers

An encyclopedia of themes in literature isn’t just a reference tool—it’s a



source of inspiration and insight. For writers, consulting such a resource
helps in selecting and developing themes that resonate and add depth to their
stories. It can spark ideas or encourage exploring new thematic territories.

For readers and students, this encyclopedia acts as a guide to decode and
appreciate literature on a deeper level. It supports critical thinking and
opens pathways to interpret texts beyond surface narratives.

Using Themes to Enhance Creative Writing

When crafting a story, consciously choosing themes can shape the narrative’s
emotional impact and clarity. Writers can:

Anchor Characters: Develop characters whose desires and conflicts
reflect thematic concerns.

Create Symbolism: Use symbols and motifs that reinforce the theme
throughout the story.

Build Cohesion: Ensure plot events contribute to the exploration of the
theme, avoiding disjointed storytelling.

This approach turns thematic exploration into a powerful storytelling device
rather than a mere afterthought.

Expanding Horizons: Diverse and Emerging Themes

While traditional themes like love or good versus evil dominate literary
studies, contemporary literature often explores diverse and emerging themes
reflecting modern life’s complexities.

Identity and Intersectionality

Modern narratives increasingly examine how overlapping identities—such as
race, gender, sexuality, and class—shape experiences, highlighting themes of
inclusion, marginalization, and empowerment.

Books like Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s “Americanah” or Angie Thomas’s “The
Hate U Give” bring these themes to the forefront, encouraging readers to
engage with social justice and cultural awareness.



Technology and Humanity

With rapid technological advances, literature now contemplates how technology
affects human relationships, ethics, and existence itself. Themes around
artificial intelligence, virtual reality, and surveillance emerge in works by
authors like Philip K. Dick or Margaret Atwood.

These themes challenge readers to consider the boundaries between human and
machine, the nature of consciousness, and the potential consequences of
innovation.

Environmental and Ecological Concerns

Eco-criticism has inspired stories that reflect on humanity’s relationship
with nature, climate change, and environmental degradation. Themes about
stewardship, sustainability, and the human impact on Earth are increasingly
common.

Novels such as Barbara Kingsolver’s “Flight Behavior” or Kim Stanley
Robinson’s “New York 2140” explore these urgent topics, inviting readers to
contemplate their role in the natural world.

Integrating the Encyclopedia of Themes in
Literature Into Your Reading Practice

To truly appreciate literature, consider approaching your reading with an eye
for themes. Keep a journal or note-taking app where you jot down recurring
ideas, symbols, or questions that arise while reading. Discussing books with
others can also illuminate themes you might have missed.

Engaging with an encyclopedia of themes in literature can expand your
awareness of how stories function on multiple levels, transforming reading
into an enriching and thought-provoking experience.

Literature is, after all, a mirror reflecting our deepest fears, hopes, and
curiosities. By exploring its themes, you step closer to understanding not
just the story on the page, but the human stories that connect us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Encyclopedia of Themes in Literature'?
The 'Encyclopedia of Themes in Literature' is a comprehensive reference work



that explores and explains various recurring themes found throughout literary
works across different genres and time periods.

How can the 'Encyclopedia of Themes in Literature'
help students and researchers?
It provides detailed analyses and contextual background on common literary
themes, aiding students and researchers in understanding the deeper meanings
and societal implications within texts.

Does the encyclopedia cover themes from all literary
genres?
Yes, the encyclopedia covers a wide range of themes from multiple literary
genres including fiction, poetry, drama, and non-fiction, offering a broad
perspective on thematic elements.

Are contemporary themes included in the
'Encyclopedia of Themes in Literature'?
The encyclopedia includes both classical and contemporary themes, ensuring
that readers can explore modern issues as well as traditional literary
topics.

How is the information organized in the
'Encyclopedia of Themes in Literature'?
Information is typically organized alphabetically by theme, with each entry
providing definitions, examples from literature, and discussions of the
theme's significance and variations.

Can the 'Encyclopedia of Themes in Literature' be
used for creative writing inspiration?
Yes, writers can use the encyclopedia to explore different themes and
understand their complexities, which can inspire and inform their own
storytelling and thematic development.

Additional Resources
Encyclopedia of Themes in Literature: An In-Depth Exploration

encyclopedia of themes in literature serves as a foundational resource for
scholars, students, and avid readers seeking to understand the underlying
messages and ideas that shape literary works. Themes in literature provide
the connective tissue that binds narratives, character arcs, and settings



into cohesive reflections of human experience. An encyclopedia dedicated to
these themes systematically categorizes and explains the diverse motifs that
recur across genres, periods, and cultures, offering invaluable insight into
the human condition as expressed through storytelling.

Themes are more than just abstract concepts; they are the lenses through
which literature critiques society, explores morality, and examines
psychological and philosophical questions. By engaging with an encyclopedia
of themes in literature, one gains a structured overview of these recurring
patterns, enabling deeper textual analysis and appreciation.

Understanding the Scope of an Encyclopedia of
Themes in Literature

At its core, an encyclopedia of themes in literature functions as a
comprehensive reference work, cataloging the principal ideas and motifs that
authors embed in their narratives. Unlike dictionaries or glossaries that
focus on definitions, this encyclopedia delves into interpretation,
historical context, and thematic evolution. It covers a broad spectrum of
themes, from universal concepts like love, death, and power to more nuanced
topics such as alienation, identity, or the conflict between tradition and
modernity.

This resource is indispensable for literary criticism, aiding readers in
recognizing how themes manifest differently depending on cultural background,
genre conventions, or authorial intent. For example, the theme of "heroism"
in classical epics contrasts markedly with its treatment in postmodern
literature, where it might be deconstructed or questioned. An encyclopedia of
literary themes illuminates such shifts, tracing thematic development over
time.

Key Features and Structure

Typically, an encyclopedia of themes in literature is organized
alphabetically or thematically, featuring detailed entries that include:

Definition and Explanation: Clear descriptions of each theme’s meaning
and significance.

Historical Development: Insights into how the theme has evolved across
literary periods, from ancient to contemporary works.

Notable Examples: References to seminal texts and authors who have
explored the theme prominently.



Cross-References: Links to related themes or concepts to facilitate
broader understanding.

Critical Perspectives: Summaries of scholarly interpretations and
debates surrounding the theme.

These features make the encyclopedia a dynamic tool for both quick
consultations and in-depth research.

The Importance of Themes in Literary Analysis

Themes are indispensable to literary analysis because they reveal the deeper
messages that authors embed in their works. Recognizing and interpreting
themes allows readers to move beyond plot and character to engage with the
text’s philosophical or societal implications. An encyclopedia of themes in
literature enhances this process by providing context and framework, enabling
readers to identify subtle thematic elements they might otherwise overlook.

Moreover, themes help create universality in literature. Despite cultural or
temporal differences, many themes—such as conflict between good and evil, the
search for identity, or the inevitability of change—resonate broadly,
connecting disparate works and audiences. An encyclopedia cataloging these
themes underscores their prevalence and importance.

Popular Themes Explored in Literature

While the breadth of literary themes is vast, certain motifs appear with
remarkable frequency across genres and epochs. An encyclopedia of themes in
literature typically highlights these as central categories:

Love and Relationships: Explores different dimensions of love—romantic,1.
familial, platonic—and associated conflicts.

Good vs. Evil: The moral struggle often portrayed through character2.
dynamics and plot.

Identity and Self-Discovery: Characters’ quests to understand themselves3.
and their place in the world.

Power and Corruption: Examination of authority, control, and its4.
potential to corrupt.

Death and Mortality: Reflections on the human condition, the5.
inevitability of death, and existential questions.



Freedom and Confinement: Themes around autonomy, oppression, and6.
liberation.

Alienation and Isolation: Emotional or societal detachment experienced7.
by characters.

These themes often intersect, creating complex layers of meaning within a
single work.

The Role of an Encyclopedia of Themes in
Educational Settings

In academic contexts, an encyclopedia of themes in literature plays a pivotal
role in curriculum development, literary criticism, and student research. It
provides a structured framework that supports thematic essays, comparative
studies, and critical discussions. Educators can use it to introduce students
to thematic analysis, guiding them to identify and articulate the central
ideas within texts.

Furthermore, such encyclopedias often incorporate cross-cultural
perspectives, helping students appreciate how themes vary or remain
consistent across global literatures. This comparative approach fosters
critical thinking and broadens literary horizons.

Advantages and Limitations

Like any reference material, an encyclopedia of themes in literature has its
strengths and constraints.

Advantages: Offers comprehensive coverage, authoritative explanations,
and contextualization that enrich reader understanding. It is invaluable
for quick thematic identification and scholarly research alike.

Limitations: May not capture every emerging or niche theme, especially
in rapidly evolving literary landscapes. Interpretations can sometimes
reflect dominant critical perspectives, potentially overlooking
alternative or marginalized viewpoints.

Despite these limitations, its utility as a foundational resource is
undeniable.



Digital Evolution and Accessibility

The rise of digital platforms has transformed how encyclopedias of themes in
literature are accessed and utilized. Online versions offer interactive
features such as hyperlinking between themes, multimedia examples, and search
functions that enhance usability. Digital encyclopedias can also be regularly
updated, incorporating recent literary trends and scholarship more swiftly
than print editions.

This accessibility democratizes literary study, enabling wider audiences to
engage with complex thematic analysis outside traditional academic settings.
Additionally, integration with educational technology tools supports
personalized learning experiences.

Comparative Insights: Print vs. Digital

While print encyclopedias provide tactile and focused reading experiences,
digital formats offer:

Immediate access to vast databases

Multimedia enrichment (videos, audio readings, interactive maps)

User-friendly navigation and cross-referencing

Potential for collaborative updates and crowd-sourced scholarship

Choosing between formats depends on user preferences and specific research
needs.

The exploration of literature’s thematic universe through an encyclopedia of
themes in literature reveals the richness and diversity of human
storytelling. By systematically cataloging these motifs, such encyclopedias
not only enhance comprehension but also invite continual reinterpretation and
dialogue about the texts that shape our cultural and intellectual landscapes.
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  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Encyclopedia of Themes in Literature , 2011
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Encyclopedia of Themes in Literature, 3-Volume
Set Jennifer McClinton-Temple, 2020 The unique, three-volume Encyclopedia of Themes in
Literature;offers both a survey of literary themes and a collection of in-depth analyses of how these
themes operate in individual literary works.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Merriam-Webster's Encyclopedia of Literature
Merriam-Webster, Inc, 1995 Describes authors, works, and literary terms from all eras and all parts
of the world.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: The Oxford Guide to Library Research Thomas
Mann, 2015 The information world has undergone drastic changes since the publication of the 3rd
edition of The Oxford Guide to Library Research in 2005, and Thomas Mann, a veteran reference
librarian at the Library of Congress, has extensively revised his text to reflect those changes. This
book will answer two basic questions: First, what is the extent of the significant research resources
you will you miss if you confine your research entirely, or even primarily, to sources available on the
open Internet? Second, if you are trying to get a reasonably good overview of the literature on a
particular topic, rather than just something quickly on it, what are the several alternative methods of
subject searching--which are not available on the Web--that are usually much more efficient for that
purpose than typing keywords into a blank search box, with the results displayed by
relevance-ranking computer algorithms? This book shows researchers how to do comprehensive
research on any topic. It explains the variety of search mechanisms available, so that the researcher
can have the reasonable confidence that s/he has not overlooked something important. This includes
not just lists of resources, but discussions of the ways to search within them: how to find the best
search terms, how to combine the terms, and how to make the databases (and other sources) show
relevant material even when you don't know how to specify the best search terms in advance. The
book's overall structuring by nine methods of searching that are applicable in any subject area,
rather than by subjects or by types of literature, is unique among guides to research. Also unique is
the range and variety of concrete examples of what to do--and of what not to do. The book is not
about the Internet: it is about the best alternatives to the Internet--the sources that are not on the
open Web to begin with, that can be found only through research libraries and that are more than
ever necessary for any kind of substantive scholarly research. More than any other research guide
available, this book directly addresses and provides solutions to the serious problems outlined in
recent studies documenting the profound lack of research skills possessed by today's digital natives.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: The Margaret Mitchell Encyclopedia Anita Price
Davis, 2014-01-10 Atlanta writer Margaret Mitchell (1900-1949) wrote Gone with the Wind (1936),
one of the best-selling novels of all time. The Pulitzer Prize-winning novel was the basis of the 1939
film, the first movie to win more than five Academy Awards. Margaret Mitchell did not publish
another novel after Gone with the Wind. Supporting the troops during World War II, assisting
African-American students financially, serving in the American Red Cross, selling stamps and bonds,
and helping others--usually anonymously--consumed her. This book reveals little-known facts about
this altruistic woman. The Margaret Mitchell Encyclopedia documents Mitchell's work, her life, her
impact on Atlanta, the city's memorials to her, her residences, details of her death, information
about her family, the establishment of the Margaret Mitchell House against great odds, and her
relationships with the Daughters of the Confederacy and the Junior League.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: The Encyclopaedia Of Indian Literature (Volume Two)
(Devraj To Jyoti) Amaresh Datta, 2006 A Major Activity Of The Sahitya Akademi Is The Preparation
Of An Encyclopaedia Of Indian Literature. The Venture, Covering Twenty-Two Languages Of India,
Is The First Of Its Kind. Written In English, The Encyclopaedia Gives A Comprehensive Idea Of The
Growth And Development Of Indian Literature. The Entries On Authors, Books And General Topics
Have Been Tabulated By The Concerned Advisory Boards And Finalised By A Steering Committee.
Hundreds Of Writers All Over The Country Contributed Articles On Various Topics. The



Encyclopaedia, Planned As A Six-Volume Project, Has Been Brought Out. The Sahitya Akademi
Embarked Upon This Project In Right Earnest In 1984. The Efforts Of The Highly Skilled And
Professional Editorial Staff Started Showing Results And The First Volume Was Brought Out In
1987. The Second Volume Was Brought Out In 1988, The Third In 1989, The Fourth In 1991, The
Fifth In 1992, And The Sixth Volume In 1994. All The Six Volumes Together Include Approximately
7500 Entries On Various Topics, Literary Trends And Movements, Eminent Authors And Significant
Works. The First Three Volume Were Edited By Prof. Amaresh Datta, Fourth And Fifth Volume By
Mohan Lal And Sixth Volume By Shri K.C.Dutt.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Victorian Studies Sharon W. Propas, 2016-06-17 First
published in 2006, this work is a valuable guide for the researcher in Victorian Studies. Updated to
include electronic resources, this book provides guides to catalogs, archives, museums, collections
and databases containing material on the Victorian period. It organises the vast array of reference
sources by discipline to help researchers tailor their investigations.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Britannica Concise Encyclopedia Encyclopaedia
Britannica, Inc., 2008-05-01 Britannica Concise Encyclopedia is the perfect resource for information
on the people, places, and events of yesterday and today. Students, teachers, and librarians can find
fast facts combined with the quality and accuracy that have made Britannica the brand to trust. A
tool for both the classroom and the library, no other desk reference can compare.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Encyclopedia of Modern Jewish Culture Glenda
Abramson, 2004-03 The Companion to Jewish Culture - From the Eighteenth Century to the Present
was first published in 1989. It is a single-volume encyclopedia containing biographical and topic
entries ranging from 200 to 1000 word each.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: The Routledge Encyclopedia of Indian Writing in
English Manju Jaidka, Tej N. Dhar, 2023-09-29 Today, Indian writing in English is a fi eld of study
that cannot be overlooked. Whereas at the turn of the 20th century, writers from India who chose to
write in English were either unheeded or underrated, with time the literary world has been forced to
recognize and accept their contribution to the corpus of world literatures in English. Showcasing the
burgeoning field of Indian English writing, this encyclopedia documents the poets, novelists,
essayists, and dramatists of Indian origin since the pre-independence era and their dedicated works.
Written by internationally recognized scholars, this comprehensive reference book explores the
history and development of Indian writers, their major contributions, and the critical reception
accorded to them. The Routledge Encyclopedia of Indian Writing in English will be a valuable
resource to students, teachers, and academics navigating the vast area of contemporary world
literature.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: International Companion Encyclopedia of Children's
Literature Peter Hunt, Sheila G. Bannister Ray, 1996 The Encyclopedia offers comprehensive and
international coverage of children's literature from a number of perspectives - theory and critical
approaches, types and genres, context, applications and individual country essays.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Encyclopedia of the Essay Tracy Chevalier, 1997 A
hefty one-volume reference addressing various facets of the essay. Entries are of five types: 1)
considerations of different types of essay, e.g. moral, travel, autobiographical; 2) discussions of
major national traditions; 3) biographical profiles of writers who have produced a significant body of
work in the genre; 4) descriptions of periodicals important for their publication of essays; and 5)
discussions of some especially significant single essays. Each entry includes citations for further
reading and cross references. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1975
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Archetypes and Motifs in Folklore and Literature: A
Handbook Jane Garry, Hasan El-Shamy, 2017-07-05 This is an authoritative presentation and
discussion of the most basic thematic elements universally found in folklore and literature. The
reference provides a detailed analysis of the most common archetypes or motifs found in the folklore



of selected communities around the world. Each entry is written by a noted authority in the field,
and includes accompanying reference citations. Entries are keyed to the Motif-Index of Folk
Literature by Stith Thompson and grouped according to that Index's scheme. The reference also
includes an introductory essay on the concepts of archetypes and motifs and the scholarship
associated with them. This is the only book in English on motifs and themes that is completely
folklore oriented, deals with motif numbers, and is tied to the Thompson Motif-Index. It includes
in-depth examination of such motifs as: Bewitching; Chance and Fate; Choice of Roads; Death or
Departure of the Gods; the Double; Ghosts and Other Revenants; the Hero Cycle; Journey to the
Otherworld; Magic Invulnerability; Soothsayer; Transformation; Tricksters.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Encyclopedia of Women & Islamic Cultures Suad
Joseph, Afsāna Naǧmābādī, 2003 Family, Body, Sexuality and Health is Volume III of the
Encyclopedia of Women & Islamic Cultures. In almost 200 well written entries it covers the broad
field of family, body, sexuality and health and Islamic cultures.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: A Reference Guide for English Studies Michael J.
Marcuse, 1990-01-01 This ambitious undertaking is designed to acquaint students, teachers, and
researchers with reference sources in any branch of English studies, which Marcuse defines as all
those subjects and lines of critical and scholarly inquiry presently pursued by members of university
departments of English language and literature.'' Within each of 24 major sections, Marcuse lists
and annotates bibliographies, guides, reviews of research, encyclopedias, dictionaries, journals, and
reference histories. The annotations and various indexes are models of clarity and usefulness, and
cross references are liberally supplied where appropriate. Although cost-conscious librarians will
probably consider the several other excellent literary bibliographies in print, such as James L.
Harner's Literary Research Guide (Modern Language Assn. of America, 1989), larger academic
libraries will want Marcuse's volume.-- Jack Bales, Mary Washington Coll. Lib., Fredericksburg, Va.
-Library Journal.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Encyclopedia of Community DAVID LEVINSON,
KAREN CHRISTENSEN, 2003-06-30 Click ′Additional Materials′ for downloadable materials and
samples Incredibly, this is the first encyclopedia to focus on community as concept and experience,
so stands alone in its field as the one title any library must buy to cover this topic. Essential for all
readerships.--CHOICEA timely, comprehensive, and very welcome overview of a rich and rapidly
growing field of inquiry.--Robert D. Putnam, Professor at Harvard University and author of Bowling
Alone With every passing minute, it becomes more and more apparent that our world is one
community. The Encyclopedia of Community serves as recognition of this trend and as a needed
resource. The four-volume set not only explains the emerging buzz words of community such as
′social capital′ or ′civic engagement′ but also tells many stories of community institutions that work,
such as public libraries. --Sarah Ann Long, Past President, (1999-2000) American Library Association
As we yearn to connect with our fellow citizens during these uncertain times, we have a unique
moment to encourage greater participation in our democracy and reinvigorate our communities. The
Encyclopedia of Community provides a timely, diverse array of theories and practices that will help
citizens understand the value of engaging together to make the critical choices that enrich the way
we live, learn, work and govern in our local communities. The Encyclopedia deserves a prime spot in
the libraries, homes, and offices of all communities that want to invest in a brighter future for their
residents and their children.--Nancy Kranich, Past President of the American Library Association,
whose presidential theme was Libraries: The Cornerstone of Democracy (2000-2001) American
politicians often pair the word ′community′ with the word ′freedom′ to describe our basic values. Yet,
though used constantly, the word community is defined in widely different and contested ways. Most
people like the idea of community, but some intellectuals worry that it might imply collectivism. The
great value of this new Encyclopedia is that it gives readers a chance to sample the many uses of the
term and gain clarity about the issues at stake. It is a major contribution to a more coherent
understanding of this fundamental idea.--Robert Bellah, Professor of Sociology, Emeritus, University
of California, Berkeley and co-author of Habits of the Heart SAGE Publications is proud to announce



the Encyclopedia of Community, a major reference work that summarizes the many fascinating and
important concepts of a global topic. Community itself is a concept, an experience, and a central
part of being human. Whether the reader is a student, researcher, or professional in the field of
psychology, sociology, or even economics, this three-volume work will provide the necessary
definitions of community beyond traditional views. Arranged in an A-to-Z fashion, the Encyclopedia
can also be viewed topically via a Reader′s Guide. This allows for interdisciplinary compare and
contrast among topics such as types of communities, social capital, technology, urban life, politics
and law, community design, and global studies. Edited by the award-winning team at Berkshire
Reference and assisted by an editorial board of world-renowned scholars, the Encyclopedia of
Community will prove to be one of the most widely used reference works in your collection. Key
Features: * 500 signed articles * 3 volumes * 2000 pages * Reader′s Guide * Master bibliography *
250 sidebars Appendices: * Resource Guides * Master Bibliography * Libraries Build Community *
Libraries and Popular Culture
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Encyclopedia of Demons in World Religions and
Cultures Theresa Bane, 2014-01-10 This exhaustive volume catalogs nearly three thousand demons
in the mythologies and lore of virtually every ancient society and most religions. From Aamon, the
demon of life and reproduction with the head of a serpent and the body of a wolf in Christian
demonology, to Zu, the half-man, half-bird personification of the southern wind and thunder clouds
in Sumero-Akkadian mythology, entries offer descriptions of each demon's origins, appearance and
cultural significance. Also included are descriptions of the demonic and diabolical members making
up the hierarchy of Hell and the numerous species of demons that, according to various folklores,
mythologies, and religions, populate the earth and plague mankind. Very thoroughly indexed.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Encyclopedia of World Religions Encyclopaedia
Britannica, Inc., 2008-05-01 A guide to the religions of the world and to the concepts, movements,
people, and events that have shaped them. It includes features such as: entries on religious
movements and concepts, historical and legendary figures, divinities, religious sites and ceremonies;
images that show sacred places, vestments, rituals, objects, and texts; and more.
  encyclopedia of themes in literature: Information Resources in the Humanities and the Arts
Anna H. Perrault Ph.D., Elizabeth S. Aversa, Sonia Ramírez Wohlmuth, Cynthia J. Miller, Cynthia F.
Miller, 2012-12-10 This familiar guide to information resources in the humanities and the arts,
organized by subjects and emphasizing electronic resources, enables librarians, teachers, and
students to quickly find the best resources for their diverse needs. Authoritative, trusted, and timely,
Information Resources in the Humanities and the Arts: Sixth Edition introduces new librarians to the
breadth of humanities collections, experienced librarians to the nature of humanities scholarship,
and the scholars themselves to a wealth of information they might otherwise have missed. This new
version of a classic resource—the first update in over a decade—has been refreshed to account for
the myriad of digital resources that have rewritten the rules of the reference and research world,
and been expanded to include significantly increased coverage of world literature and languages.
This book is invaluable for a wide variety of users: librarians in academic, public, school, and special
library settings; researchers in religion, philosophy, literature, and the performing and visual arts;
graduate students in library and information science; and teachers and students in humanities, the
arts, and interdisciplinary degree programs.
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