
tim marshall prisoners of geography

**Tim Marshall Prisoners of Geography: Understanding the World Through Borders and Mountains**

tim marshall prisoners of geography is more than just a phrase—it’s the title of a groundbreaking book

that reshapes how we perceive global politics by focusing on the often overlooked but immensely

influential role of geography. Tim Marshall’s work delves into the physical constraints and opportunities

that landforms, climate, and natural resources impose on nations and their leaders. Rather than seeing

history and politics as purely human constructs, Marshall encourages readers to consider how

geography acts as a silent yet powerful player shaping global affairs.

If you’ve ever wondered why certain conflicts persist, why countries develop differently, or why some

regions hold strategic importance, Tim Marshall’s *Prisoners of Geography* offers compelling answers

grounded in the physical world. This article explores the key concepts of the book, its relevance to

understanding geopolitics today, and how geography continues to "imprison" or empower nations.

What Is *Prisoners of Geography* About?

At its core, Tim Marshall’s *Prisoners of Geography* argues that geography is destiny in global politics.

The book breaks down the major geopolitical hotspots around the world through the lens of physical

geography. Mountains, rivers, deserts, and oceans dictate how countries defend themselves, expand

influence, or face isolation.

Marshall presents a detailed look at 10 critical regions, including Russia, China, the United States,

Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. For each, he explains how geographical features shape political

decisions, economic opportunities, and conflicts. Unlike traditional political analyses that emphasize

ideology or leadership, *Prisoners of Geography* reminds us that the lay of the land often limits the

options available to leaders.



Geography as a Constraint and Opportunity

One of the most engaging insights from Tim Marshall’s work is how geography acts as both a

constraint and an opportunity. Mountains can serve as natural fortresses but also isolate populations.

Rivers can provide fertile land and trade routes but also become flashpoints for disputes. Deserts and

seas can protect borders or hinder development.

For example, Russia’s vast flat plains make it vulnerable to invasions, which historically has driven its

strategic priorities, including seeking buffer zones. Meanwhile, China’s mountainous borders and

access to the South China Sea influence its military and economic strategies. Marshall’s analysis helps

readers appreciate these geographic realities beyond the headlines.

Key Themes in *Tim Marshall Prisoners of Geography*

Exploring the major themes in Marshall’s book reveals why it resonates with readers interested in

international relations, history, and geography.

The Importance of Natural Borders

Natural borders—mountains, rivers, and seas—play a vital role in defining countries and their

interactions. Unlike artificial political boundaries drawn without regard to nature, these features can

create lasting divisions or connections.

Marshall highlights how countries with defensible natural borders, like the United Kingdom with its

surrounding seas, have different security concerns than those with porous land borders, such as many

African nations. This theme helps explain why some borders are hotly contested, while others remain

peaceful for decades.



Resource Distribution and Economic Power

Access to natural resources such as oil, minerals, and fertile land is a recurring theme in *Prisoners of

Geography*. Tim Marshall illustrates how resource-rich regions often attract foreign interest and

internal conflict. For instance, the Middle East’s oil wealth has shaped global alliances and rivalries for

decades.

Marshall also discusses how geography influences economic development. Landlocked countries face

challenges in trade, while those with navigable rivers or coastlines have advantages. Understanding

these dynamics is crucial for grasping why some nations thrive economically while others struggle.

Geography and Military Strategy

Military strategy cannot be separated from geography. Tim Marshall’s book explains how terrain

shapes defense and offense strategies worldwide. Natural barriers can protect nations from invasion

but also limit their expansion.

For example, the U.S.’s geographic isolation between two oceans has historically provided security

and allowed it to project power globally. In contrast, countries like Afghanistan face continuous conflict

partly because of their mountainous terrain, which complicates control and governance.

Why *Prisoners of Geography* Matters Today

In an era dominated by rapid technological change and globalization, Tim Marshall’s emphasis on

geography might seem old-fashioned. However, *Prisoners of Geography* remains strikingly relevant

when analyzing current events such as territorial disputes, migration crises, and global power shifts.



Understanding Conflicts Through Geography

Many ongoing conflicts, from Ukraine to the South China Sea, have deep geographic underpinnings.

Tim Marshall’s book equips readers with the context needed to understand these disputes beyond

political rhetoric.

For instance, Russia’s actions in Eastern Europe can be better understood by considering its historic

need for warm-water ports and buffer states. Similarly, China’s assertiveness in maritime regions

relates to its geographic constraints and economic needs. By viewing conflicts through a geographic

lens, observers gain a clearer picture of long-term motivations.

Implications for Global Policy and Diplomacy

Diplomats and policymakers often grapple with seemingly intractable problems. Tim Marshall’s insights

suggest that geography sets hard limits on what can be achieved through negotiation or strategy

alone.

Recognizing the geographic "prison" can lead to more realistic expectations and creative solutions. For

example, infrastructure projects that overcome geographic barriers—like bridges, tunnels, or

railways—can transform a country's strategic position. Understanding these possibilities helps explain

why some initiatives gain traction while others fail.

Geography’s Role in Climate Change and Migration

Another dimension where Tim Marshall’s approach is illuminating involves climate change and human

migration. Geography shapes how countries experience climate impacts and their ability to respond.

Coastal nations face rising sea levels, while desertification alters agricultural zones. These changes



force populations to move, often across borders that geography has historically defined. Understanding

these pressures through the prism of geography provides vital context for humanitarian and security

challenges.

How to Use Insights from *Tim Marshall Prisoners of

Geography* in Daily Life

While Tim Marshall’s book focuses on global politics, its lessons can also enrich personal

understanding and decision-making.

Enhancing Critical Thinking About News and Media

When reading or watching news about international events, keeping geography in mind offers a more

nuanced perspective. Rather than accepting surface-level explanations, asking how geography

influences the situation can reveal deeper truths.

Try to visualize the location, terrain, and resources involved in a story. This habit transforms passive

consumption into active analysis, making you a more informed global citizen.

Travel and Cultural Appreciation

Geography influences culture, language, and history. When traveling, appreciating the geographic

context of a region can deepen your experience. Mountains may explain local customs, rivers might

have shaped trade traditions, and borders can tell stories of past empires.

Tim Marshall’s insights encourage curiosity about how place shapes people, enriching travel and

cultural understanding.



Applying Geographic Awareness in Business and Education

For professionals and students, recognizing geographic factors can improve strategy and research.

Whether investing in emerging markets, planning logistics, or studying history, geography provides

essential context.

Incorporating geographic thinking into decision-making leads to more robust, realistic outcomes. Tim

Marshall’s work serves as a valuable resource for building this skill.

Exploring Further: Related Books and Resources

If *Prisoners of Geography* sparks your interest, there are several other works and tools that

complement its themes:

“The Revenge of Geography” by Robert D. Kaplan — Another influential book exploring how

geography shapes global politics.

Geopolitical Maps and Atlases — Visual tools that help contextualize political boundaries and

terrain features.

Documentaries on Geopolitics — Many films explore how geography affects international

relations, providing visual reinforcement.

These resources deepen understanding and keep the conversation about geography’s role in world

affairs alive.

---



Tim Marshall’s *Prisoners of Geography* invites us to rethink the forces that shape our world. By

recognizing the invisible constraints and opportunities carved by mountains, rivers, and seas, we gain

a richer, more realistic picture of global politics. Whether you’re a student, professional, or curious

reader, diving into this perspective transforms how you see the news, history, and even your own

place on the planet. Geography is not just a backdrop—it’s a powerful player, and *Prisoners of

Geography* makes that clear with clarity and insight.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of Tim Marshall's book 'Prisoners of

Geography'?

The main premise of 'Prisoners of Geography' is that geography—such as mountains, rivers, and

seas—plays a crucial role in shaping the political decisions, economic development, and conflicts of

nations throughout history.

How does Tim Marshall explain the influence of geography on global

politics in 'Prisoners of Geography'?

Tim Marshall explains that geographical features impose constraints and opportunities on countries,

influencing their strategic decisions, security concerns, and relationships with neighbors, thereby

shaping global politics in significant ways.

Which regions or countries does 'Prisoners of Geography' focus on for

geopolitical analysis?

The book analyzes several key regions and countries including Russia, China, the United States,

Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America, exploring how their geography impacts their

political strategies and challenges.



Why is 'Prisoners of Geography' considered relevant in understanding

current international conflicts?

It is relevant because it provides a framework for understanding how geographical realities continue to

influence contemporary geopolitical tensions, territorial disputes, and power struggles among nations in

the modern world.

Does Tim Marshall propose any solutions or strategies to overcome

geographical limitations in 'Prisoners of Geography'?

While the book primarily focuses on explaining the constraints geography imposes, Tim Marshall also

discusses how nations adapt through diplomacy, infrastructure development, and technology to

mitigate some geographical challenges.

How has 'Prisoners of Geography' been received by critics and

readers?

The book has been widely praised for its accessible and insightful analysis of geopolitics, becoming a

bestseller and a popular resource for understanding the intersection of geography and international

relations.

Are there any follow-up works or related books by Tim Marshall

expanding on the themes in 'Prisoners of Geography'?

Yes, Tim Marshall has authored follow-up books such as 'The Power of Geography,' which explores

more specific global regions and their geopolitical significance, further expanding on the themes

introduced in 'Prisoners of Geography.'



Additional Resources

Tim Marshall’s “Prisoners of Geography”: A Geopolitical Lens on Global Affairs

tim marshall prisoners of geography stands as a seminal work that delves deeply into the interplay

between geography and global politics. As an internationally recognized journalist and author, Tim

Marshall crafts a compelling thesis that geography is not just a backdrop but a decisive factor shaping

the destinies of nations. His book, “Prisoners of Geography,” has been lauded for elucidating how

natural landscapes, terrain, and physical borders continue to influence political decisions, conflicts, and

economic development in the 21st century.

This article offers an analytical exploration of Tim Marshall’s work, unpacking the core arguments and

examining why his perspective resonates in today’s complex geopolitical landscape. It also situates

“Prisoners of Geography” within the broader discourse on geopolitics, providing an SEO-optimized,

data-informed, and well-rounded review aimed at readers keen to understand the geographic

constraints and opportunities that govern international relations.

Understanding the Premise of “Prisoners of Geography”

At the heart of Tim Marshall’s thesis is the argument that geographical features—mountains, rivers,

seas, and climate zones—act as invisible yet unyielding forces that shape political boundaries, military

strategies, and economic patterns. Unlike the more fluid elements of culture or ideology, geography is

immutable; it cannot be altered, only navigated. This core concept challenges the often idealistic notion

that human agency alone determines political outcomes.

Marshall’s narrative navigates through ten critical regions, including Russia, China, the United States,

Europe, the Middle East, Africa, India and Pakistan, Latin America, Japan and Korea, and the Arctic.

In each chapter, he meticulously links geographic realities to historical events and current geopolitical

tensions. For example, Russia’s expansive flat plains expose it to invasions, compelling a historically

defensive mindset and a drive for warm-water ports. Similarly, China’s reliance on controlling the



South China Sea for trade routes underscores the strategic importance of maritime geography.

Geography as a Determinant of Power and Conflict

One of the most persuasive elements of “Prisoners of Geography” lies in its detailed demonstration of

how geographic constraints dictate the scope and nature of power projection. Tim Marshall highlights

that countries with natural barriers, such as mountain ranges or oceans, often enjoy security

advantages, allowing them to focus more on internal development rather than defense.

Conversely, nations situated on flat or open terrain face persistent security challenges. For instance,

the vulnerability of the Eurasian Steppe has historically exposed Russia and Central Asian countries to

invasions. This geographic reality explains Russia’s persistent quest for buffer zones and influence

over neighboring territories.

In the Middle East, geography exacerbates political fragmentation and conflict. The region’s deserts,

mountain ranges, and scarce water sources create natural divisions among ethnic and religious

groups. Marshall’s analysis suggests that these geographic factors contribute to the enduring volatility

and complexity of Middle Eastern politics, beyond ideological or religious explanations.

Economic Implications of Geographic Realities

Beyond political power, Tim Marshall’s “Prisoners of Geography” also underscores the economic

consequences of geographic positioning. Access to navigable rivers, coastlines, and natural resources

often determines a country’s economic potential.

For example, landlocked countries face significant logistical challenges that can hamper trade and

integration into global markets. Africa’s numerous landlocked nations illustrate this predicament, where

limited access to ports restricts economic growth. Marshall points out that geographic isolation can

perpetuate poverty and political instability, as economic underdevelopment fuels social unrest.



On the other hand, countries with advantageous geography, such as the United States with its vast

navigable rivers and two oceans, enjoy economic resilience and strategic depth. Similarly, the

European continent’s dense network of navigable rivers and proximity to seas has historically fostered

trade and cultural exchange, shaping its political unity and economic prosperity.

Key Features and Comparative Insights of the Book

Tim Marshall’s approach in “Prisoners of Geography” is characterized by clarity, accessibility, and a

multidisciplinary perspective. The book combines historical insight, current affairs analysis, and

geographic science to build a comprehensive understanding of geopolitics.

Concise regional case studies: Each chapter focuses on a specific region, allowing readers to

grasp unique geographic factors and their political implications.

Integration of history and geography: Marshall connects geographical constraints to historical

events, illustrating continuities in national strategies.

Visual aids and maps: The inclusion of maps helps readers visualize geographic obstacles and

opportunities, enhancing comprehension.

Compared to other works in geopolitics, such as those by Henry Kissinger or Zbigniew Brzezinski,

Marshall’s book stands out for its straightforward presentation and avoidance of dense theoretical

jargon. It serves as an excellent primer for both students and general readers seeking to understand

how geography continues to shape international politics.



Pros and Cons of “Prisoners of Geography”

While the book has been praised for its insightful analysis, it is important to examine both strengths

and limitations:

Pros:1.

Provides a clear framework to understand complex geopolitical issues.

Accessible writing style appeals to a broad audience.

Balances historical context with contemporary relevance.

Cons:2.

Some critics argue it underestimates the role of technology and globalization in altering

geographic constraints.

Occasionally, the deterministic tone can oversimplify dynamic political factors.

Focuses predominantly on state actors, with less emphasis on non-state influences.

Despite these critiques, “Prisoners of Geography” remains a pivotal text for understanding the

geographic underpinnings of power struggles and diplomacy.



The Enduring Relevance of Geography in a Globalized World

In an era marked by rapid technological advances and globalization, one might question whether

geography still plays a decisive role. Tim Marshall’s analysis dispels this notion by illustrating that

while technology can mitigate some geographic challenges, it cannot erase them entirely.

For example, cyber warfare and air power offer new dimensions to conflict, but physical geography still

governs supply chains, military logistics, and resource accessibility. The ongoing tensions in the South

China Sea and the Arctic illustrate how geographic considerations remain central to strategic

calculations.

Moreover, climate change introduces new geographic variables that may reshape political boundaries

and resource distribution, as melting polar ice opens new shipping routes and access to untapped

natural resources.

Implications for Policy Makers and Analysts

Understanding the geographic constraints outlined by Tim Marshall is essential for policymakers,

diplomats, and analysts. It encourages a realistic appraisal of what states can achieve given their

physical environment and strategic position.

Incorporating geographic analysis into foreign policy can lead to more sustainable and pragmatic

decisions, avoiding overextension or miscalculated interventions. For instance, recognizing Russia’s

geographic vulnerabilities helps explain its foreign policy behavior, which might otherwise be

misinterpreted as purely expansionist ambition.

Similarly, acknowledging Africa’s geographic challenges can guide more effective development

assistance and regional cooperation strategies, emphasizing infrastructure and connectivity

improvements.



Ultimately, “Prisoners of Geography” serves as a vital reminder that geography is neither destiny nor

an excuse but a foundational factor that shapes the possibilities and limitations within which nations

operate.

---

Tim Marshall’s “Prisoners of Geography” offers a compelling map for navigating the complexities of

international relations through the lens of geography. By shedding light on the physical realities that

underpin political power, economic potential, and conflict, the book enriches our understanding of

global dynamics and provides critical context for interpreting contemporary events. Its balanced

analysis invites readers and decision-makers alike to consider the enduring influence of geography in

shaping the world’s future.
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Hawkins, 2019 How did the USA become a superpower? Why do people go to war? And why are
some countries rich while others are so poor? The answers to these questions and many more in this
eye-opening book, which uses maps to explain how geography has shaped the history of our world.
Discover how the choices of world leaders are swayed by mountains, rivers and seas - and why
geography means that history is always repeating itself. This remarkable, unique introduction to
world affairs will inspire curious young minds everywhere. Praise for Prisoners of Geography: A



fresh way of looking at maps . . . as guideposts to the often thorny relations between nations - New
York Times One of the best books about geopolitics you could imagine - Nicholas Lezard, Evening
Standard
  tim marshall prisoners of geography: Study Guide Supersummary, 2019-11 SuperSummary,
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kinds of geopolitical analysis to the US, Russia, China, the EU and internet companies, discussing
what it can tell us about their past and future behaviour. Riordan then explores the implications for
both the theory and, especially, the practice of diplomacy in relationship to cyberspace. He argues
that foreign ministries and diplomatic services need to reform both their culture and structures to
engage successfully with the challenges posed by cyberspace. Underlying the article is an attempt to
rescue both diplomacy and geopolitics from popular usages that risk emptying both concepts of
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Spy satellites orbiting the moon. Space metals worth more than most countries' GDP. People on
Mars within the next ten years. This isn't science fiction-it's reality. Humans are venturing up and
out, and we're taking our competitive spirit with us. Soon, what happens in space will shape human
history as much the mountains, rivers, and seas have impacted civilizations around the world. It's no
coincidence that Russia, China, and the USA are leading the way. The next fifty years will change
the face of global politics and the world order as we know it. In this gripping work, bestselling
author Tim Marshall navigates the new geopolitical landscape to show how we got here and where
we're heading. Extensively researched and drawing on the latest information from intelligence,
government, and civilian institutions, this book provides a detailed, clear account of the new space
race, the power rivalries, and how technology, economics, and war have a ripple effect on everyone
across the globe. Written with all the insight and wit that have made Marshall one of the world's
most popular and trusted writer on geopolitics, The Future of Geography is an essential read about
global power, politics, and the future of humanity--
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to an understanding of the processes that are impacting our societies. The answer will, of course,
come from the historians of the future, but there is already no doubt that the advent of data is
behind a radical shake-up of our way of living. Monetary assets, infrastructure, equipment, and
human labor all allow wealth to be created. Data does too, and it is reasonable to consider a new
production factor in this regard: data capital. This book argues that this new production factor
generates innumerable economic opportunities of a nature unthought of a mere twenty years ago.
These opportunities have led to the creation of a new social class composed of two subclasses: data
workers and data owners. The emergence of this new class repositions existing classes, including
the traditional working class and the capitalist class, creating strong divergences that threaten
social cohesion. What can we do to ensure cohesion and the proper functioning of society? The book
argues for the establishment of a regulatory framework and the institutions necessary if we are to
open data up and, where appropriate, exchange and trade it, all on a global scale. In this regard, the
state—today still playing its traditional role of framework setter, and savior when crises loom—can



become an active economic player, thus creating wealth for communities.
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everything from great power politics to everyday objects such as smart phones, geopolitics affects
citizens, governments, and international bodies, and is far more than simply the impact of
geographical features on political developments. This book considers both geopolitics' intellectual
historical origins and its current concerns.
  tim marshall prisoners of geography: Geopolitics and Culture Sanna Turoma, Sigrid
Kaasik-Krogerus, Saara Ratilainen, 2025-02-15 Inspired by popular, feminist, subaltern, and
ecocritical geopolitics, Geopolitics and Culture: Narrating Eastern European and Eurasian Worlds
presents new research of culture in the Eastern European context. This volume highlights the
symbolic production of power, which, although located outside political institutions, engenders
geopolitical boundaries and defines cultural margins. Analyzing multilingual materials such as
blockbuster films, digital visuals, blogs and discussion forums, print fiction and TV series, museum
exhibitions, and everyday cultural practice, this book argues for the importance of studying the links
between geopolitical narratives, global and regional hierarchies, and popular cultural production.
The contributors advance a decolonizing methodology, which challenges the cultural and
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analytical aspects, and avenues of research which, together, form a broader conversation around
doing spatial history. Spatial history is not a field with clearly delineated boundaries. For the most
part, it lacks a distinct, unambiguous scholarly identity. It can only be thought of in relation to other,
typically more established fields. Indeed, one of the most valuable utilities of spatial history is its
capacity to facilitate conversations across those fields. Consequently, it must be discussed in relation
to a variety of historiographical contexts. Each of these have their own intellectual genealogies,
institutional settings, and conceptual path dependencies. With this in mind, this guide surveys the
following areas: territoriality, infrastructure, and borders; nature, environment, and landscape; city
and home; social space and political protest; spaces of knowledge; spatial imaginaries; cartographic
representations; and historical GIS research.
  tim marshall prisoners of geography: The Armenian Imaginary in the West, 1100-1900
Carolyn P. Collette, 2024-11-19 Examines how Armenia has been represented and imagined in texts
from two periods in its history: the Middle Ages and the nineteenth century. Today most people who
think of Armenia associate it with the genocide of 1915, the struggle Armenians waged after the
First World War to reclaim their ancient lands in Anatolia, a struggle complicated by centuries of
subordination to the Ottomans, by persistent Russian efforts to exert influence and claim territory,
and by Western indecision manifested in plentiful words but few deeds. This book, however, tells a
different story: one of geo-political importance, strength, struggle, and diminishment, narrated in
texts largely created by and for Europeans and Americans. It asks how the West imagined,
described, and presented Armenia over time in historical and fictional accounts during two periods
of close Armenian-Western contact. The first period spans the twelfth to fourteenth centuries; it
examines a variety of texts, including the travel narratives of Marco Polo and John Mandeville,
William of Tyre's Deeds Done Beyond the Sea, and romances such as King of Tars, Bevis of Hampton
and Le Roman de Mélusine. The second period is rooted in events during the nineteenth-century
American missionary movement. It engages with a variety of popular and widely disseminated texts -
books, pamphlets, newspapers - written and published in the United States from 1830 to the
mid-1890s, detailing the encounters between the missionaries and the Armenians, frequently in the
voices of women.
  tim marshall prisoners of geography: Making Geography Matter Noel Castree, Trevor
Barnes, Jennifer Salmond, 2025-02-28 What is the purpose of Geography? What do geographers
study and why? How do they seek to shape the world they interrogate? This book addresses these



questions by examining the lives and works of individual geographers, both past and present. Like
all disciplines, Geography is no more nor less than the collective endeavours of researchers and
teachers operating in specific contexts. The contexts both shape, and are shaped by, these
individuals. This book’s biographical and autobiographical chapters transport readers to the times
and places where geographers have sought to make Geography matter. The result is a more vivid,
grounded understanding of the discipline than the many high-level surveys of geographic thought
paradigms currently written for university students. This book’s accessible essays each conclude
with a study task. Making Geography Matter is aimed at university students and their teachers who
wish to understand the goals, history and evolving practice of Geography. It provides an alternative
perspective – both concrete and engaging – to the many student-focussed texts that map out
numerous ‘isms and ologies’.
  tim marshall prisoners of geography: Re-Inventing Africa's Development Jong-Dae Park,
2018-12-31 This open access book analyses the development problems of sub-Sahara Africa (SSA)
from the eyes of a Korean diplomat with knowledge of the economic growth Korea has experienced
in recent decades. The author argues that Africa's development challenges are not due to a lack of
resources but a lack of management, presenting an alternative to the traditional view that Africa's
problems are caused by a lack of leadership. In exploring an approach based on mind-set and
nation-building, rather than unity – which tends to promote individual or party interests rather than
the broader country or national interests – the author suggests new solutions for SSA's economic
growth, inspired by Korea's successful economic growth model much of which is focused on
industrialisation. This book will be of interest to researchers, policymakers, NGOs and governmental
bodies in economics, development and politics studying Africa's economic development, and Korea's
economic growth model.
  tim marshall prisoners of geography: About War Christopher K Pike, 2022-01-14 War, like
death and taxes, seems eternal but is it inevitable? Do nations simply blunder into it? What is victory
and how is it achieved?The author of this original and lively study answers these and other perennial
questions about War and Warfare (not the same thing) that scholars often ignore.Pike explains how
strategy fuses objectives and action, how war leaders invariably (and literally) lose the plot; how the
relationship between generals and politicians is key.He looks at nuclear war and provides some
provocative insights; he argues that Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) - while a hideous concept -
provides strategic stability.He also highlights the absurdity and folly of past wars - football wars,
wars about pigs or ears - but stresses that wars, a last resort once diplomacy has failed, are lost by
those blinded by hubris, irresolution or simple strategic confusion.This is the first volume in a trilogy
'Making Sense of War'. 'War in Context' will be published in the spring/summer of 2022.'Both
learned and a joy to read, Pike synthesises 2,000 years of scholarship and cuts through the fog of
war and history.' Antony Bird (writer and historian)
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