
day of the dead postcards
Day of the Dead Postcards: Celebrating Tradition Through Artful
Correspondence

day of the dead postcards hold a special place in the world of cultural
expression and heartfelt communication. These vibrant, intricately designed
cards capture the essence of Día de los Muertos, a beloved Mexican holiday
that honors deceased loved ones through joyful remembrance. Sending or
collecting day of the dead postcards is more than just an exchange of
greetings; it's a way to connect with a rich heritage, celebrate life, and
share the colorful imagery and symbolism that make this tradition so unique.

The Cultural Significance Behind Day of the
Dead Postcards

Día de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is a celebration that dates back
centuries, blending indigenous Aztec rituals with Spanish influences. The
holiday is observed primarily on November 1st and 2nd, coinciding with the
Catholic All Saints’ and All Souls’ Days. Instead of mourning, the focus is
on honoring the spirits of deceased family members with altars (ofrendas),
marigold flowers, favorite foods, and vibrant decorations.

Day of the dead postcards often feature iconic imagery such as sugar skulls
(calaveras), marigolds (cempasúchil), skeletons dressed in festive attire,
and colorful skull-faced figures known as La Catrina. These visuals are not
only festive but also deeply symbolic, representing the cycle of life and
death and the joyous remembrance of those who have passed.

Why Postcards Are a Meaningful Way to Celebrate

In an age dominated by digital communication, sending a physical day of the
dead postcard brings a tangible, personal touch to holiday greetings. These
postcards allow people to share cultural stories, express affection, and keep
the tradition alive across distances. Whether sent locally or
internationally, the cards serve as miniature pieces of art and history that
recipients can treasure or display.

Moreover, day of the dead postcards make excellent keepsakes. They often
feature unique artwork from Mexican artists or inspired designs that capture
the vibrant spirit of the holiday. For collectors and enthusiasts, they offer
a way to explore various interpretations of this rich cultural tradition.



Exploring the Art and Design of Day of the Dead
Postcards

The aesthetic appeal of day of the dead postcards is undeniable. Their
designs range from traditional folk art styles to contemporary and even
whimsical renditions. Let’s dive into some of the common artistic elements
you’ll find:

Iconic Imagery and Symbolism

Sugar Skulls (Calaveras): These ornate skulls are perhaps the most
recognizable symbol associated with the holiday. They are often
decorated with flowers, vibrant colors, and intricate patterns,
symbolizing both death and the celebration of life.

La Catrina: Originally created as a satirical figure by Mexican artist
José Guadalupe Posada, La Catrina is a skeleton dressed in elegant
clothes, reminding us that death comes for everyone, regardless of
status.

Marigolds (Cempasúchil): Known as the flower of the dead, marigolds are
believed to guide spirits back to the living world. Their bright orange
petals are a common motif in postcard designs.

Ofrendas and Altars: Artistic representations of offerings, including
candles, food, and photographs, often appear on postcards to reflect the
heartfelt nature of the celebration.

Modern Interpretations and Artistic Trends

While traditional designs remain popular, many contemporary artists infuse
day of the dead postcards with new styles—combining surrealism, pop art, and
even minimalism. This blending of old and new keeps the tradition fresh and
accessible to diverse audiences.

Some postcards incorporate bilingual greetings or poetic verses that add
depth to the visual experience. Others may include interactive elements like
pop-ups or augmented reality features, bridging cultural heritage with modern
technology.



Where to Find Authentic Day of the Dead
Postcards

Finding genuine and high-quality day of the dead postcards can enhance your
experience of this cultural celebration. Here are some tips on sourcing
postcards that resonate with authenticity:

Local Markets and Artisan Fairs

If you have the opportunity to visit Mexico or areas with strong Mexican
communities, local markets and artisan fairs are goldmines for unique
postcards. Here, you can often meet the artists themselves and learn about
the stories behind their work. Handmade postcards crafted with traditional
materials add a personal touch that mass-produced cards lack.

Online Marketplaces and Specialty Shops

For those who cannot visit these markets in person, online platforms like
Etsy, specialized cultural stores, and websites dedicated to Mexican art
offer a wide selection. When shopping online, look for sellers who provide
background information on the artists and production methods to ensure you’re
supporting authentic craftsmanship.

Tips for Choosing the Perfect Postcard

Consider the Recipient: Think about their connection to the holiday or
interest in cultural art. A more traditional card might appeal to those
familiar with the holiday, while a modern design could suit someone new
to the celebration.

Look for Quality Materials: Thick cardstock, vibrant inks, and special
finishes (like embossing or foil) enhance the tactile and visual
experience.

Check the Size: Standard postcard dimensions are convenient for mailing,
but larger cards can serve as decorative art pieces.

Personalize Your Message: Adding a heartfelt note or a brief explanation
about the significance of the holiday can make your postcard even more
meaningful.



Creative Ways to Use Day of the Dead Postcards
Beyond Mailing

While sending postcards is a wonderful tradition, there are many other ways
to incorporate day of the dead postcards into your celebrations and decor.

Decorative Displays

Postcards can be strung together as garlands or framed and hung as wall art
during the Día de los Muertos festivities. Their vivid colors and intricate
designs make them perfect for enhancing altars or creating a festive ambiance
in your home.

Craft Projects and Scrapbooking

Incorporate postcards into scrapbooks or journals dedicated to family
memories, cultural studies, or holiday celebrations. They can also serve as
inspiration for DIY crafts, such as decoupage on boxes or handmade cards.

Educational Tools

Teachers and parents can use day of the dead postcards as visual aids to
introduce children to the holiday’s customs and symbolism. The postcards
provide a visually engaging way to spark curiosity and conversation about
cultural diversity and the meaning of remembrance.

Preserving and Sharing Tradition in a Digital
World

In recent years, the demand for day of the dead postcards has grown globally,
reflecting a broader appreciation for Mexican culture and its traditions.
Social media platforms and online communities dedicated to Día de los Muertos
showcase countless images of postcards, altars, and celebrations, helping to
spread awareness and respect for the holiday.

At the same time, physical postcards remain irreplaceable for their tactile
charm and personal touch. Sending or collecting day of the dead postcards
encourages mindfulness—taking the time to select, write, and mail a card is
an act of connection in a fast-paced digital age.

By embracing these postcards, you’re not only sharing a beautiful piece of



art but also participating in a centuries-old tradition that honors life,
death, and memory with joy and color. Whether you’re a seasoned celebrant or
newly curious, day of the dead postcards offer a meaningful way to express
respect and love across distances and generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Day of the Dead postcards?
Day of the Dead postcards are decorative cards featuring imagery and themes
related to the Mexican holiday Día de los Muertos, often showcasing colorful
skulls, marigolds, and other traditional symbols.

Where can I buy authentic Day of the Dead postcards?
Authentic Day of the Dead postcards can be purchased at Mexican cultural
shops, artisan markets, online marketplaces like Etsy, and specialty stores
that focus on Mexican folk art.

What symbols are commonly found on Day of the Dead
postcards?
Common symbols include sugar skulls (calaveras), marigold flowers
(cempasúchil), candles, skeletons dressed in festive attire, and altars
(ofrendas) representing deceased loved ones.

Can I use Day of the Dead postcards for sending
messages or just as decoration?
Day of the Dead postcards can be used both for sending heartfelt messages to
friends and family during the holiday and as decorative pieces to celebrate
the tradition.

How can I make my own Day of the Dead postcards?
You can create your own postcards by using vibrant colors and traditional
motifs such as skulls and marigolds, either by hand-painting or using graphic
design software, then printing them on cardstock.

Are Day of the Dead postcards suitable for
educational purposes?
Yes, Day of the Dead postcards are excellent educational tools to teach about
Mexican culture, traditions, and the significance of honoring ancestors
during Día de los Muertos.



What makes Day of the Dead postcards popular as
souvenirs?
Their vibrant artwork, cultural significance, and unique representation of
life and death make Day of the Dead postcards popular souvenirs for tourists
and collectors interested in Mexican heritage.

Additional Resources
Day of the Dead Postcards: A Cultural Expression in Print

day of the dead postcards serve as a unique and vibrant medium through which
the rich traditions of Día de los Muertos—the Day of the Dead—are
communicated and celebrated worldwide. These postcards are more than mere
stationery; they encapsulate the colorful, symbolic, and deeply meaningful
aspects of a Mexican holiday that honors deceased loved ones with joy and
remembrance rather than mourning. As interest in multicultural celebrations
continues to grow, day of the dead postcards have found their way into both
personal correspondence and artistic collections, offering a tangible
connection to this culturally significant festival.

The Cultural Significance Behind Day of the
Dead Postcards

Day of the Dead postcards are rooted in a tradition that dates back
centuries, blending indigenous Aztec customs with Spanish influences brought
during colonization. The festival itself, observed on November 1st and 2nd,
centers on honoring the dead through altars, offerings, and communal
gatherings. The postcards often depict iconic imagery such as calaveras
(decorative skulls), marigold flowers (cempasúchil), and La Catrina, a
skeletal figure famously illustrated by José Guadalupe Posada.

These visual elements are not merely decorative; they function as symbols
carrying cultural and spiritual weight. For instance, marigolds are believed
to guide spirits back to the living world, and the skulls represent the
cyclical nature of life and death. Day of the dead postcards thus serve as
miniature altars of cultural storytelling, enabling recipients to engage with
and appreciate the festival’s ethos even from afar.

Artistic Styles and Variations

The design of day of the dead postcards varies widely, reflecting both
traditional and contemporary artistic interpretations. Some postcards
showcase folk art styles characterized by bright colors, intricate patterns,



and hand-drawn illustrations. Others adopt a more modern approach,
incorporating digital art, photography, or minimalist design. This diversity
appeals to a broad audience, from collectors of traditional Mexican art to
enthusiasts of modern graphic design.

Moreover, these postcards often feature bilingual text or poetic verses that
accompany the visuals, enhancing their communicative power. The interplay of
words and images offers a richer narrative experience, making day of the dead
postcards a compelling form of cultural exchange. Their adaptability to
different artistic styles also allows for customization, with some artists
creating bespoke postcards tailored to specific messages or commemorations.

Day of the Dead Postcards in Modern
Communication

In an era dominated by digital communication, the persistence and resurgence
of physical postcards might seem paradoxical. However, day of the dead
postcards illustrate how traditional mediums can maintain relevance by
embodying cultural heritage and personal touch. Sending these postcards
during the Día de los Muertos period allows individuals to share cultural
pride and memories with family and friends, often transcending geographic and
linguistic barriers.

Comparative Analysis: Physical Postcards vs. Digital
Greetings

When comparing day of the dead postcards with digital greetings or social
media posts, several factors emerge:

Tangibility: Physical postcards offer a tactile experience that digital
formats cannot replicate. The texture of the paper, the vibrancy of
printed colors, and even handwritten notes contribute to a sense of
intimacy and sincerity.

Longevity: Postcards can be saved, displayed, or collected, serving as
lasting mementos. Digital messages risk being lost in the flux of online
content.

Accessibility: Digital greetings can be sent instantly and to a wider
audience with minimal cost, appealing to users prioritizing convenience.

Environmental Impact: Physical postcards require paper and postal
services, which involve resource consumption. However, many producers
now use recycled materials and eco-friendly inks, mitigating
environmental concerns.



This comparison highlights that day of the dead postcards fulfill a niche
that balances tradition with modern communication preferences. Their
continued popularity suggests a desire for meaningful, culturally rich
exchanges that digital media alone may not fully satisfy.

Commercial and Collectible Aspects

Beyond personal use, day of the dead postcards have become sought-after
collectibles and commercial products. Specialty shops, museums, and online
marketplaces offer a vast array of postcards, often limited edition or
artist-signed, attracting collectors interested in Mexican folk art and
cultural artifacts.

From a marketing perspective, businesses leverage day of the dead postcards
for promotional campaigns tied to the holiday, capitalizing on the growing
global recognition of Día de los Muertos. These postcards can feature
branding alongside traditional motifs, providing a culturally resonant way to
engage consumers.

However, this commercialization also raises questions about cultural
appropriation and authenticity. It is essential for producers and consumers
alike to approach day of the dead postcards with respect for the holiday’s
cultural origins, ensuring that the art and symbolism are represented
accurately and thoughtfully.

Design Features and Symbolism in Day of the
Dead Postcards

Analyzing the specific design elements of day of the dead postcards reveals
the depth of symbolism embedded within the art. Common features include:

Calaveras (Skulls): Often depicted smiling or adorned with flowers and
vibrant colors, these skulls celebrate life and mock death’s
inevitability.

Marigolds: Representing the fragility and beauty of life, these flowers
are believed to attract souls back to the world of the living.

Skeleton Figures: Personified in various activities, skeletons often
convey humor and satire, reflecting attitudes toward mortality.

Bright Color Palette: The use of vivid oranges, pinks, purples, and
yellows contrasts with somber themes, emphasizing celebration over
mourning.



Iconography of Offerings (Ofrendas): Depictions of candles, food, and
personal items highlight the ritual aspects of the holiday.

These artistic choices resonate not only visually but also emotionally,
offering viewers insight into a worldview that embraces death as a natural
and communal experience.

Customization and Personalization Trends

In recent years, the trend toward personalized day of the dead postcards has
gained momentum. Consumers can commission artists to create postcards
featuring personalized messages, family names, or even portraits rendered in
the iconic calavera style. This customization adds layers of personal
meaning, making the postcards powerful tools for remembrance and connection
during the holiday.

Furthermore, some platforms offer DIY templates where users can design their
own postcards digitally before printing, blending traditional symbolism with
modern creativity. This democratization of design expands the reach and
relevance of day of the dead postcards in contemporary culture.

Day of the dead postcards stand as a testament to the enduring power of
cultural expression through art and communication. By combining symbolism,
artistry, and personal sentiment, they offer a unique window into a tradition
that honors life, death, and the bonds that transcend both. Whether as
collectibles, personal messages, or artistic statements, these postcards
continue to bridge cultural divides, inviting a wider audience to partake in
the colorful and profound celebration that is Día de los Muertos.
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  day of the dead postcards: Day of the Dead Postcards , 2017-08-01 Celebrate the Day of the
Dead by coloring in these beautiful postcards and sending them to the special people in your life.
These 20 detachable postcards celebrating the Day of the Dead are yours to color in and send to
loved ones with a personalized message. Iconic sugar skulls, floral patterns, and other imaginative
designs reveal the rich cultural tradition of this Mexican holiday. On the Day of the Dead or at any
time of the year, remembering those who have passed is cause for celebration rather than mourning,
and these postcards will help you share that happiness with others.
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  day of the dead postcards: Day of the Dead Colouring Postcards Bounty, 2017-07-25 The Day
of the Dead festival, also known as All Souls Day, is celebrated on 1st November in Mexico, where
the tradition originated, and throughout Latin America. Known for it's fantastical display of
rainbow-coloured sugar sculls and floral patterns to intricate religious symbols and candles, the
celebration is bold, beautiful and an outlet of personal creativity.In keeping with the whirlwhind of
imaginative designs, these 20 postcards are yours to colour in, revealing the rich cultural tradition of
the holiday and send to friends and family.
  day of the dead postcards: A Day For The Dead Mirian Martinez, 2017-10-20 This story takes
place in the early 1950’s in a city of Angels, known as Los Angeles. A boy named Josue is not happy
summer vacation is over and he has to attend the new school year. Josue’s new teacher, Ms.Maggie,
earns his attention when she introduces holiday art projects and stories about music. In school Josue
learns about Halloween but at home he learns of Day of The Dead. Just when Josue was starting to
find interest in his new school year; he meets a new student Prudence. Who he mistakes as a bad
omen from a Halloween story. Learning new subjects, meeting new friends and sharing family
traditions; all tie together through a misunderstood, dark, spooky holiday. A holiday that doesn’t
have all the answers as to why the end has arrived but shines just enough light towards a new
beginning.
  day of the dead postcards: Let There Be Light Dan Gordon, Sam Sorbo, 2017-10-17
  day of the dead postcards: Broome County in Vintage Postcards , 2000 Broome County offers
an exceptional perspective on the city, towns, villages, and hamlets nestled in the river valleys of a
picturesque New York county. Located just above the Pennsylvania border in south-central New
York State, Broome County has a diverse and unique heritage beginning with legends of the Iroquois
and continuing today with hightech corporations--making it, in essence, the history of America.
  day of the dead postcards: Speaking Truth to Power: Selected Pan-African Postcards Tajudeen
Abdul-Raheem, 2010-05-15 The untimely death of Dr. Tajudeen Abdul-Raheem in 2009on African
Liberation Day stunned the Pan-African world. This lively selection of his weekly Pan-African
Postcards demonstrates the brilliant wordsmith he was and his steadfast commitment to
Pan-Africanism andoffers a legacy of political, social, and cultural thought from his determination to
speak truth to power. Showcasing the author'sexceptional ability to express complex ideas in an
engaging manner, this book presents his philosophy on diverse but intersecting themes: his
fundamental respect for the capabilities, potential, and contribution of women in transforming
Africa; penetrating truths directed at African politicians and their conduct; and deliberations on the
institutional progress towards African Union. He reflects on culture and emphasizes the
commonalities of African people. Also represented are his denunciations of international financial
institutions, the G8 and NGOs in Africa, with incisive analysis of imperialism's manifestations and
impact on the lives of African people, and his passion for eliminating poverty in Africa.
  day of the dead postcards: Postcards from Rainbow's End R. Buddy Murphy, 2010-05 A
captivating journey of life, misadventures and survival through the eyes of Lane Webster. The
flashbacks are riviting and exciting, the pages almost turn on their own! It starts with a blast of
demonic energy & just keeps going and going until the last page has been turned. A good and easy
read that keeps you begging for more. Lane Webster... What a guy, and the colourful characters he
meets on the journey provide a tale that must be told and must be heard. I dare you to try and put it
down. Go ahead... Try.
  day of the dead postcards: Postcards from Summer Cynthia Platt, 2023-07-25
Seventeen-year-old Lexi travels to her late mother's majestic summertime home to learn of the
romance--and the tragedy--that changed her life forever.
  day of the dead postcards: Blue Postcards Douglas Bruton, 2021-07-08 Once there was a
street in Paris and it was called the Street of Tailors. This was years back, in the blue mists of
memory. Now it’s the 1950s and Henri is the last tailor on the street. With meticulous precision he
takes the measurements of men and notes them down in his leather-bound ledger. He draws on the
cloth with a blue chalk, cuts the pieces and sews them together. When the suit is done, Henri adds a



finishing touch: a blue Tekhelet thread hidden in the trousers somewhere, for luck. One day, the
renowned French artist Yves Klein walks into the shop, and orders a suit. Set in Paris, this
atmospheric tale delicately intertwines three connected narratives and timelines, interspersed with
observations of the colour blue. It is a meditation on truth and lies, memory and time and thought. It
is a leap of the imagination, a leap into the void.
  day of the dead postcards: Postcards from the Chihuahua Border Daniel D. Arreola,
2019-10-29 Just a trolley ride from El Paso, Ciudad Juárez was a popular destination in the early
1900s. Enticing and exciting, tourists descended on this and other Mexican border towns to browse
curio shops, dine and dance, attend bullfights, and perhaps escape Prohibition America. In Postcards
from the Chihuahua Border Daniel D. Arreola captures the exhilaration of places in time, taking us
back to Mexico’s northern border towns of Cuidad Juárez, Ojinaga, and Palomas in the early
twentieth century. Drawing on more than three decades of archival work, Arreola uses postcards
and maps to unveil the history of these towns along west Texas’s and New Mexico’s southern
borders. Postcards offer a special kind of visual evidence. Arreola’s collection of imagery and
commentary about them shows us singular places, enriching our understandings of history and the
history of change in Chihuahua. No one postcard tells the entire story. But image after image offers
a collected view and insight into changing perceptions. Arreola’s geography of place looks both
inward and outward. We see what tourists see, while at the same time gaining insight about what
postcard photographers and postcard publishers wanted to be seen and perceived about these
border communities. Postcards from the Chihuahua Border is a colorful and dynamic visual history.
It invites the reader to time travel, to revisit another era—the first half of the last century—when
these border towns were framed and made popular through picture postcards.
  day of the dead postcards: Pasadena in Vintage Postcards Marlin L. Heckman, 2001 The
postcard has been a popular part of American communication for over a century, documenting both
the interest of a place and its history. Captured here in nearly 200 vintage postcards is the unique
history of this California town, translated in Chippewa as Crown of the Valley. The City of Pasadena,
just north of Los Angeles, sits against the majesty of the Sierra Madre mountain range. Incorporated
in 1885, the city was originally known as a resort city, filled with tourists from all over the world.
Showcased here through the use of the author's personal postcard collection are vintage images of
Millionaires Row, the Tournament of the Roses Parade, the Mt. Lowe Railway, and the Alpine
Tavern.
  day of the dead postcards: Postmarked Yesteryear Pamela Apkarian-Russell, 2001 From
naughty gnomes and dancing pumpkins to rabbits driving cars, postcards have marked time like no
other form of art. Today these postcards are treasured artefacts as well as important historical
documents from around the world.
  day of the dead postcards: American Holiday Postcards, 1905-1915 Daniel Gifford,
2013-08-29 In the early 20th century, postcards were one of the most important and popular
expressions of holiday sentiment in American culture. Millions of such postcards circulated among
networks of community and kin as part of a larger American postcard craze. However, their uses and
meanings were far from universal. This book argues that holiday postcards circulated primarily
among rural and small town, Northern, white women with Anglo-Saxon and Germanic heritages.
Through analysis of a broad range of sources, Daniel Gifford recreates the history of postcards to
account for these specific audiences, and reconsiders the postcard phenomenon as an image-based
conversation among exclusive groups of Americans. A variety of narratives are thus revealed: the
debates generated by the Country Life Movement; the empowering manifestations of the New
Woman; the civic privileges of whiteness; and the role of emerging technologies. From Santa Claus
to Easter bunnies, flag-waving turkeys to gun-toting cupids, holiday postcards at first seem to be
amusing expressions of a halcyon past. Yet with knowledge of audience and historical conflicts, this
book demonstrates how the postcard images reveal deep divides at the height of the Progressive
Era.
  day of the dead postcards: Real Photo Postcard Guide Robert Bogdan, Todd Weseloh,



2006-09-21 The Real Photo Postcard Guide is an informative, comprehensive, and practical
treatment of this wildly popular American phenomenon that dominated the United States
photographic market during the first third of the twentieth century. Robert Bogdan and Todd
Weseloh draw on extensive research and observation to address all aspects of the photo postcard
from its history, origin, and cultural significance to practical matters like dating, purchasing,
condition, and preservation. Illustrated with over 350 exceptional photo postcards taken from
archives and private collections across the country, the scope of the Real Photo Postcard Guide
spans technical considerations of production, characteristics of superior images, collecting
categories, and methods of research for dating photo postcards and investigating their
photographers. In a broader sense, the authors show how real photo postcards document the social
history of America. From family outings and workplace awards to lynchings and natural disasters,
every image captures a moment of American cultural history from the society that generated them.
Bogdan and Weseloh’s book provides an admirable integration of informative text and compelling
photographic illustrations. Collectors, archivists, photographers, photo historians, social scientists,
and anyone interested in the visual documentation of America will find the Real Photo Postcard
Guide indispensable.
  day of the dead postcards: Postcards Annie Proulx, 1996-10 The story of a well-meaning
fugitive-at-large provides a glimpse of America's past as it follows Loyal Blood from his home in
Vermont, where he mistakenly commits a heinous crime, to the coast of California
  day of the dead postcards: The Cards We Are Dealt! Ruth Dykyj, 2011-09-15 They say the
truth will set you free? What happens though when you are told the truth and it is the only thing
keeping you from being free?? Hanna from a young age has spent most of her life searching for
truth, happiness and contentment. Coming from a broken family life was never going to be sunlight
and rose’s. With a discontented mother and a father who gave up everything for her and her two
siblings. The cards dealt were far from fair. Having a huge passion for art and love of animals at the
age of twenty one Hanna travelled to east Africa and learnt the true value of life. She was happy that
she had found what she was searching for. Hanna had dealt with the challenges of her life and knew
that you can never choose the cards dealt for you, only how you deal with them. Two years later her
father would drop a bombshell that she could never have prepared for leaving her with no idea what
to say let alone do. With the biggest decision Run or Stay??
  day of the dead postcards: Starting from Eighty Six Thousand Five Hundred and Fifty Three
Joel Climenhaga, 2002
  day of the dead postcards: Postcards from Vermont Allen Freeman Davis, 2002 A vivid picture
of four decades of social and cultural history in the Green Mountain State.
  day of the dead postcards: Postcard Voter Registration United States. Congress. House.
Committee on House Administration. Subcommittee on Elections, 1975
  day of the dead postcards: Postcards from China Sandra Slavin, 2003-11 This book is a
compilation of humorous emails written to family and friends during the author's two years living in
China. They moved to China in August 2000 hoping to escape the hectic lifestyle of living in San
Francisco and allow their adopted Chinese daughter an opportunity to learn the language and
culture of her birth country. This book chronicles their life and provides an intimate look into what it
is like to live in China as an American family. It reveals how it affected the building of an identity for
their Chinese-American daughter. The author writes about the numerous friends they made among
the Chinese people from Glenn, their housekeeper, to the couple who sold tofu in the market. She
describes shopping at the local market, ordering in local restaurants, and describes how the local
Chinese live and work. This book describes their life, full of curiosities and adventures. Learn why
Chinese men grow long their fifth finger nail, how to avoid disaster when traveling to Mongolia, how
to cross the street, and the difficulties in purchasing and getting an egg from market to home. After
reading the book you may be inspired to try your own adventure.
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