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The Mill on the Floss Summary: A Deep Dive into George Eliot’s Classic Novel

the mill on the floss summary brings us into the heart of one of Victorian
literature’s most poignant and richly woven tales. Written by George Eliot,
the pen name of Mary Ann Evans, this novel captures the complex interplay of
family dynamics, societal expectations, and personal tragedy. For readers
seeking a comprehensive understanding of the story, its themes, and its
characters, this article offers an engaging and thorough exploration of The
Mill on the Floss.

Understanding The Mill on the Floss Summary

At its core, The Mill on the Floss is a coming-of-age story that revolves
around the Tulliver siblings, Tom and Maggie, whose lives are shaped by love,
loss, and the constraints of their rural English community. Set in the
fictional town of St. Ogg’s, the narrative unfolds against the backdrop of
the family’s mill on the River Floss, symbolizing both their heritage and the
constant flow of time and change.

The novel explores the intense bond between Maggie and Tom, highlighting
their contrasting personalities and the challenges they face as they grow up.
This summary will help illuminate the key plot points, character
developments, and underlying themes that make the book a timeless piece of
literature.

The Plot Unfolded

The story begins with the Tulliver family living comfortably at Dorlcote
Mill. Mr. Tulliver, the father, is a proud and stubborn man whose legal
troubles lead to the loss of the family mill. This event marks the beginning
of hardship for the family and sets the tone for the struggles that Maggie
and Tom will endure.

As the siblings mature, their divergent paths become evident. Tom, practical
and conventional, prepares to take over the family responsibilities, while
Maggie, passionate and intellectually curious, yearns for a life beyond the
confines of her small town. Their relationship is tested by external
pressures and internal conflicts, especially as Maggie’s feelings for Philip
Wakem, the son of their family’s enemy, complicate her life.

The novel progresses through a series of dramatic events, including Maggie’s
ill-fated romance with Stephen Guest, which causes a scandal and estrangement
from her brother. Ultimately, the story reaches a tragic climax when floods



engulf the mill, leading to the death of both Maggie and Tom, symbolizing the
destructive power of fate and societal constraints.

Key Themes in The Mill on the Floss

George Eliot’s novel is rich with themes that reflect the social and moral
issues of the Victorian era, many of which still resonate today.

Family and Loyalty

One of the central themes is the complex nature of family loyalty. The mill
on the Floss summary reveals how Tom and Maggie’s relationship is both a
source of strength and conflict. Their love for each other is profound, yet
their differences often cause misunderstandings and pain. The novel portrays
the tension between personal desires and familial duties, illustrating how
loyalty can be both binding and burdensome.

Education and Intellectual Freedom

Maggie’s character embodies the struggle for intellectual freedom in a
society that limits women’s opportunities. Her thirst for knowledge and
emotional depth set her apart, making her both admirable and tragic. The
novel critiques the rigid educational and social structures that stifle
individual growth, particularly for women.

Social Class and Prejudice

The Mill on the Floss also examines the impact of social class and prejudice.
The Tullivers’ fall from prosperity and their subsequent social struggles
highlight the fragile nature of class status. Additionally, Maggie’s
association with Philip Wakem, who comes from a rival and less respected
family, challenges societal norms and exposes deep-seated biases.

Character Analysis in The Mill on the Floss
Summary

Understanding the main characters adds depth to the story and enriches the
reading experience.



Maggie Tulliver

Maggie is the emotional and intellectual heart of the novel. Her passion,
intelligence, and sensitivity make her a compelling and complex heroine.
However, her impulsiveness and defiance of social conventions lead to
personal suffering. Maggie’s journey reflects the conflict between individual
aspiration and societal expectations.

Tom Tulliver

Tom represents duty, tradition, and the struggle to uphold family honor. His
rigid sense of responsibility often clashes with Maggie’s free spirit. Tom’s
inability to forgive Maggie’s perceived transgressions highlights the
limitations of his worldview and the tragic consequences of misunderstanding.

Philip Wakem

Philip is a thoughtful and compassionate character who offers Maggie an
alternative path. Despite his physical disability and social outsider status,
Philip’s intelligence and kindness make him a pivotal figure. His
relationship with Maggie underscores themes of acceptance and the
complexities of human connection.

Why The Mill on the Floss Remains Relevant

More than a century after its publication, The Mill on the Floss continues to
captivate readers due to its rich psychological insight and exploration of
timeless human issues. Its treatment of family dynamics, gender roles, and
social pressures resonates with contemporary audiences. For students and
literature enthusiasts, understanding this novel offers valuable perspectives
on Victorian society and the enduring nature of human struggles.

Tips for Reading The Mill on the Floss

- **Pay attention to symbolism:** The River Floss and the mill itself are
more than settings; they symbolize the flow of life and the inevitability of
change.
- **Focus on character motivations:** Understanding why Maggie and Tom act as
they do deepens appreciation of the novel’s emotional complexity.
- **Consider historical context:** The novel reflects Victorian values and
tensions, which helps explain character behavior and plot developments.
- **Note the narrative style:** George Eliot’s detailed descriptions and



psychological depth create an immersive reading experience that rewards close
attention.

Exploring Adaptations and Interpretations

The Mill on the Floss has inspired various adaptations in film, television,
and theater, each interpreting the story’s themes and characters in unique
ways. These adaptations often highlight different facets of the novel, such
as the sibling relationship, Maggie’s internal struggles, or the social
commentary. Exploring these versions can provide fresh insights and a broader
appreciation of the original work.

In summary, the mill on the floss summary opens the door to a richly layered
narrative that blends emotional depth with social critique. George Eliot’s
masterful storytelling invites readers to reflect on the challenges of
growing up, the bonds of family, and the societal forces that shape our
lives. Whether approached for academic study or personal enjoyment, this
novel offers a profound and moving experience that continues to inspire and
provoke thought.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of The Mill on the Floss?
The Mill on the Floss follows the lives of siblings Tom and Maggie Tulliver
as they navigate family conflicts, social expectations, and personal
tragedies in a rural English community.

Who are the central characters in The Mill on the
Floss?
The central characters are Tom Tulliver and his sister Maggie Tulliver, along
with their family and neighbors in the village of St. Ogg's.

What themes are explored in The Mill on the Floss?
The novel explores themes such as family loyalty, social class, education,
gender roles, and the conflict between passion and reason.

How does Maggie Tulliver's character develop
throughout the novel?
Maggie matures from a headstrong and passionate girl into a more reflective
and self-aware woman, struggling with societal constraints and her feelings
for Philip Wakem.



What role does the Floss river play in the story?
The Floss river symbolizes the uncontrollable forces of nature and fate that
impact the characters' lives, culminating in the tragic flood that ends the
story.

How does the relationship between Tom and Maggie
evolve in the novel?
Tom and Maggie share a deep sibling bond, but their relationship is strained
by family disagreements and misunderstandings, ultimately leading to
reconciliation before the tragic ending.

What is the significance of social class in The Mill
on the Floss?
Social class shapes the characters' opportunities and relationships,
highlighting the rigid class distinctions and prejudices of Victorian
society.

How does The Mill on the Floss end?
The novel ends tragically with a flood that claims the lives of Maggie and
Tom, symbolizing the destructive power of fate and the consequences of
societal pressures.

Additional Resources
The Mill on the Floss Summary: An In-Depth Exploration of George Eliot’s
Classic Novel

the mill on the floss summary serves as a gateway into one of George Eliot’s
most profound and enduring works. Published in 1860, this novel captures the
complexities of family dynamics, personal growth, and societal expectations
in the Victorian era. As a semi-autobiographical narrative, it draws heavily
on Eliot’s own experiences, weaving a rich tapestry of emotion, conflict, and
tragedy that continues to resonate with readers and scholars alike. This
article provides a comprehensive analysis of the novel’s plot, themes,
character development, and its place within the literary canon, while
naturally integrating relevant keywords such as Victorian literature, family
drama, and moral dilemmas to enhance understanding and search relevance.

Plot Overview of The Mill on the Floss

At its core, the mill on the floss summary centers on the lives of siblings
Tom and Maggie Tulliver, who grow up at Dorlcote Mill by the River Floss in



the English countryside. Their childhood is marked by affection but also
rivalry, particularly influenced by the contrasting personalities of the two.
Tom is pragmatic and responsible, while Maggie is passionate, intellectual,
and often rebellious against the norms imposed by their rural community.

The story unfolds as the Tulliver family faces financial ruin following Mr.
Tulliver’s ill-fated legal battle. This event forces Tom to become the
family’s breadwinner, shaping much of the novel’s tension between duty and
desire. Maggie’s intellectual aspirations and emotional struggles clash with
societal expectations, especially in her relationships with Philip Wakem and
Stephen Guest, which are central to the plot’s tragic trajectory.

Key Events and Turning Points

Childhood at Dorlcote Mill: The early scenes establish the strong
sibling bond and introduce the conflict between personal identity and
social constraints.

The Family’s Financial Downfall: Mr. Tulliver’s bankruptcy catalyzes the
siblings’ divergent paths, highlighting themes of class and economic
hardship.

Maggie’s Educational Struggles: Her quest for knowledge and self-
expression underlines the gender roles and limitations of the Victorian
period.

Romantic Entanglements: Maggie’s complex relationships with Stephen and
Philip expose the moral and emotional conflicts central to the
narrative.

The Tragic Climax: The novel culminates in a devastating flood that
symbolizes both nature’s power and the inevitable consequences of human
choices.

Thematic Exploration

The mill on the floss summary is incomplete without delving into the novel’s
exploration of profound themes such as family loyalty, societal expectations,
and the struggle between intellect and emotion. George Eliot crafts a
narrative that interrogates the constraints placed on women and the lower-
middle class during the Victorian era, making it a pivotal work in
discussions of gender and class.



Family and Duty

One of the novel’s central themes is the tension between individual desires
and familial obligations. Tom’s unwavering sense of duty, often at the
expense of his own happiness, contrasts sharply with Maggie’s yearning for
freedom and self-expression. Their relationship is emblematic of the
sacrifices and misunderstandings that characterize many family dynamics,
especially within the rigid social structures of the time.

Intellect Versus Emotion

Maggie’s character embodies the conflict between reason and passion. Her
intellectual ambitions often put her at odds with her emotional impulses,
leading to decisions that have profound consequences. This duality reflects
broader Victorian anxieties about the role of women and the limits imposed on
their intellectual development.

Social Class and Economic Struggles

The financial collapse of the Tulliver family serves as a critique of the
precariousness of social status and the impact of economic hardship on
personal identity. The novel vividly portrays the stigma attached to
bankruptcy and the resulting shift in social relationships, highlighting the
rigid class divisions of the era.

Character Development and Literary Significance

George Eliot’s nuanced characterization is a hallmark of the mill on the
floss summary. Tom and Maggie are not merely archetypes but fully realized
individuals whose growth and decline mirror the complexities of human nature.

Maggie Tulliver: A Tragic Heroine

Maggie’s character is often analyzed as a precursor to modern feminist
literature. Her struggles against societal norms and her tragic flaws make
her a compelling figure embodying both strength and vulnerability. Her
intellectual curiosity and emotional depth challenge the Victorian ideal of
womanhood, positioning her as a character ahead of her time.



Tom Tulliver: The Embodiment of Responsibility

In contrast, Tom represents the Victorian ideal of duty and pragmatism. His
rigid adherence to social expectations and family honor, while admirable,
ultimately leads to personal and familial tragedy. The dichotomy between Tom
and Maggie’s approaches to life forms the emotional backbone of the novel.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

Philip Wakem and Stephen Guest act as catalysts in the narrative, each
embodying different aspects of societal and personal conflict. Philip’s
physical disability and intellectual brilliance juxtapose with Stephen’s
charm and social standing, complicating Maggie’s choices and the novel’s
moral landscape.

Comparative Context and Literary Impact

When placed alongside other Victorian novels, the mill on the floss summary
reveals a unique blend of realism and psychological insight. Unlike the more
optimistic works of contemporaries such as Charles Dickens, Eliot’s narrative
embraces ambiguity and tragedy, aligning more closely with the emerging
literary realism movement.

The novel’s focus on internal conflict and moral complexity anticipated
themes later explored by modernist writers. Its detailed depiction of rural
life also offers a valuable social document of 19th-century England,
enriching its literary value.

Pros and Cons in Literary Analysis

Pros:

Rich character development that defies simplistic categorization.

Insightful exploration of Victorian social mores and gender roles.

Evocative descriptions of setting that enhance thematic depth.

Cons:

Some readers may find the pacing slow, particularly in the detailed



domestic scenes.

The heavy moralizing tone can feel didactic to modern audiences.

Certain plot elements may seem predictable given the era’s literary
conventions.

Why The Mill on the Floss Remains Relevant
Today

In contemporary literary studies and among general readers, the mill on the
floss summary still attracts attention for its timeless exploration of human
relationships and societal pressures. Its nuanced portrayal of sibling bonds,
individual aspirations, and the consequences of choices resonates across
cultures and eras.

Moreover, the novel’s rich psychological insight and moral complexity make it
a valuable text for those interested in Victorian literature, family drama,
and the historical evolution of gender roles. The enduring appeal of Tom and
Maggie’s story lies in its universal themes of love, loss, and the search for
identity within the constraints of society.

Through meticulous storytelling and deep empathy for its characters, George
Eliot’s work invites readers to reflect on the nature of human experience,
making the mill on the floss summary not only a recounting of events but a
profound literary journey.
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and her first experiences with love. The Mill on the Floss stands out for its complex, subtle
characterisation and for the insight it provides into the lives, thoughts and motivations of ordinary
people. It is one of George Eliot's best-known works; her other novels include Adam Bede, Silas
Marner and Middlemarch, which is considered by many to be one of the greatest English-language
novels ever written. Find out everything you need to know about The Mill on the Floss in a fraction
of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: - A complete plot summary -
Character studies - Key themes and symbols - Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss George Eliot, 1860
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss George Eliot, 2022-05-18 In The Mill on
the Floss, George Eliot intricately weaves a tale of familial bonds, personal struggle, and the quest
for self-identity against the backdrop of rural 19th-century England. With its rich psychological
depth and a narrative style characterized by a blend of realism and philosophical musings, the novel
explores the tumultuous relationship between siblings Maggie and Tom Tulliver. Eliot's keen
observation of societal norms and her profound understanding of human emotion create a vivid
tapestry that reflects the constraints placed on women and the complexities of love and ambition.
The narrative unfolds with lyrical prose, offering a compelling critique of the era's social mores
while engaging readers in the characters' emotional landscapes. George Eliot, the pen name of Mary
Ann Evans, was a pioneering British novelist and a significant figure in the realism movement. Her
own life experiences, marked by intellectual independence and social challenges, inform the themes
in her works. Eliot's commitment to exploring the inner lives of her characters and her profound
empathy for human suffering underscore the driving impetus behind The Mill on the Floss, as she
sought to reveal the often harsh realities faced by women of her time. This novel is highly
recommended for readers who appreciate intricate character studies and social commentary. Eliot's
masterful storytelling invites a deep emotional engagement and offers timeless insights into the
human experience, making The Mill on the Floss a profound exploration of love, loss, and the
struggle for self-understanding.
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss by George Eliot (Book Analysis) Bright
Summaries, 2018-10-24 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Mill on the Floss with this
concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of The
Mill on the Floss by George Eliot, a coming-of-age story which traces the progression of its
intelligent, impetuous protagonist Maggie Tulliver from childhood to early adulthood. In the course
of the novel, she must navigate turbulent family relationships, the effects of her family’s bankruptcy
and her first experiences with love. The Mill on the Floss stands out for its complex, subtle
characterisation and for the insight it provides into the lives, thoughts and motivations of ordinary
people. It is one of George Eliot’s best-known works; her other novels include Adam Bede, Silas
Marner and Middlemarch, which is considered by many to be one of the greatest English-language
novels ever written. Find out everything you need to know about The Mill on the Floss in a fraction
of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary •
Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  the mill on the floss summary: Homer: the Iliad [a summary]. William Lucas Collins, 1870
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss - (illustrated) George Eliot,
2014-10-07 The novel spans a period of 10 to 15 years and details the lives of Tom and Maggie
Tulliver, siblings growing up at Dorlcote Mill on the River Floss at its junction with the more minor



River Ripple near the village of St. Ogg's in Lincolnshire, England. Both the river and the village are
fictional. The novel is most probably set in the 1820s – a number of historical references place the
events in the book after the Napoleonic Wars but before the Reform Act of 1832. It includes
autobiographical elements, and reflects the disgrace that George Eliot (Mary Ann Evans) herself
experienced while in a lengthy relationship with a married man, George Henry Lewes. Maggie
Tulliver is the central character of the book. The story begins when she is 9 years old, 13 years into
her parents' marriage. Her relationship with her older brother Tom, and her romantic relationships
with Philip Wakem, a hunchbacked, sensitive, and intellectual friend, and with Stephen Guest, a
vivacious young socialite in St. Ogg's and assumed fiancé of Maggie's cousin Lucy Deane, constitute
the most significant narrative threads.
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss Annotated George Eliot, 2020-11-22
Spanning a period of 10 to 15 years, the novel details the lives of Tom and Maggie Tulliver, siblings
who grow up at Dorlcote Mill on the River Floss. The mill is situated at the junction of the River
Floss and the more minor River Ripple, near the village of St Ogg's in Lincolnshire, England. Both
the river and the village are fictional.The novel begins in the late 1820s or early 1830s - several
historical references place the events in the book after the Napoleonic Wars but before the Reform
Act of 1832. (In chapter 3, the character Mr Riley is described as an auctioneer and appraiser thirty
years ago, placing the opening events of the novel in approximately 1829, thirty years before the
novel's composition in 1859. In chapter 8, Mr Tulliver and Mr Deane discuss the Duke of Wellington
and his conduct in the Catholic Question, a conversation that could only take place after 1828, when
Wellington became Prime Minister and supported a bill for Catholic Emancipation).
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss George George Eliot, 2017-07-23 How
is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100% Original content)
Illustrated About The Mill on the Floss by George Eliot The Mill on the Floss is a novel by George
Eliot (Mary Ann Evans), first published in three volumes in 1860 by William Blackwood. The first
American edition was published by Thomas Y. Crowell Co., New York.The novel spans a period of 10
to 15 years and details the lives of Tom and Maggie Tulliver, siblings growing up at Dorlcote Mill on
the River Floss at its junction with the more minor River Ripple near the village of St. Ogg's in
Lincolnshire, England. Both the river and the village are fictional.
  the mill on the floss summary: Whs 21 Mill on the Floss Classic Collection Hodder
Headline Audiobooks George Eliot, George Eliot Staff, Sarah Kilgarriff, Emily Watson, 1997-03 A
vivid, heart-shattering and unforgettable portrait of Victorian family life, 'The Mill on the Floss' tells
the devastating story of young Maggie Tulliver, and how her struggles against the constraints of her
community nearly destroy her relationship with her beloved brother Tom. The novel spans a period
of 10 to 15 years and details the lives of the two siblings growing up at Dorlcote Mill on the River
Floss at its junction with the more minor River Ripple near the English village of St. Ogg's in
Lincolnshire. Like other novels by George Eliot, 'The Mill on the Floss' articulates the tension
between circumstances and the spiritual energies of individual characters struggling against those
circumstances.
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss George Eliot, 2020-04-22 Spanning a
period of 10 to 15 years, the novel details the lives of Tom and Maggie Tulliver, siblings growing up
at Dorlcote Mill on the River Floss. The mill is situated at the junction of the River Floss and the
more minor River Ripple, near the village of St Ogg's in Lincolnshire, England. Both the river and
the village are fictional.The novel begins in the late 1820s or early 1830s - several historical
references place the events in the book after the Napoleonic Wars but before the Reform Act of
1832. (In chapter 3, the character Mr Riley is described as an auctioneer and appraiser thirty years
ago, placing the opening events of the novel in approximately 1829, thirty years before the novel's
composition in 1859. In chapter 8, Mr Tulliver and Mr Deane discuss the Duke of Wellington and his
conduct in the Catholic Question, a conversation that could only take place after 1828, when
Wellington became Prime Minister and supported a bill for Catholic Emancipation). The novel
includes many autobiographical elements and reflects the disgrace that George Eliot (Mary Ann



Evans) experienced while in a lengthy relationship with a married man, George Henry Lewes.
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss George Eliot, 2020-04-22 Spanning a
period of 10 to 15 years, the novel details the lives of Tom and Maggie Tulliver, siblings growing up
at Dorlcote Mill on the River Floss. The mill is situated at the junction of the River Floss and the
more minor River Ripple, near the village of St Ogg's in Lincolnshire, England. Both the river and
the village are fictional.The novel begins in the late 1820s or early 1830s - several historical
references place the events in the book after the Napoleonic Wars but before the Reform Act of
1832. (In chapter 3, the character Mr Riley is described as an auctioneer and appraiser thirty years
ago, placing the opening events of the novel in approximately 1829, thirty years before the novel's
composition in 1859. In chapter 8, Mr Tulliver and Mr Deane discuss the Duke of Wellington and his
conduct in the Catholic Question, a conversation that could only take place after 1828, when
Wellington became Prime Minister and supported a bill for Catholic Emancipation). The novel
includes many autobiographical elements and reflects the disgrace that George Eliot (Mary Ann
Evans) experienced while in a lengthy relationship with a married man, George Henry Lewes.
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss "Annotated Edition" George Eliot,
2021-05-02 Spanning a period of 10 to 15 years, the novel details the lives of Tom and Maggie
Tulliver, siblings who grow up at Dorlcote Mill on the River Floss. The mill is situated at the junction
of the River Floss and the more minor River Ripple, near the village of St Ogg's in Lincolnshire,
England. Both the river and the village are fictional.
  the mill on the floss summary: George Eliot Harold Bloom, 2009 Presents a brief biography
of George Eliot, critical views and plot summaries of four of her novels, and an index of themes and
ideas.
  the mill on the floss summary: Novel Relations Alicia Mireles Christoff, 2022-05-17 The first
comprehensive look at how Victorian fiction and British psychoanalysis shaped each other Novel
Relations engages twentieth-century post-Freudian British psychoanalysis in an unprecedented way:
as literary theory. Placing the writing of figures like D. W. Winnicott, W. R. Bion, Michael and Enid
Balint, Joan Riviere, Paula Heimann, and Betty Joseph in conversation with canonical Victorian
fiction, Alicia Christoff reveals just how much object relations can teach us about how and why we
read. These thinkers illustrate the ever-shifting impact our relations with others have on the psyche,
and help us see how literary figures—characters, narrators, authors, and other readers—shape and
structure us too. For Christoff, novels are charged relational fields. Closely reading novels by George
Eliot and Thomas Hardy, Christoff shows that traditional understandings of Victorian fiction change
when we fully recognize the object relations of reading. It is not by chance that British
psychoanalysis illuminates underappreciated aspects of Victorian fiction so vibrantly: Victorian
novels shaped modern psychoanalytic theories of psyche and relationality—including the eclipsing of
empire and race in the construction of subject. Relational reading opens up both Victorian fiction
and psychoanalysis to wider political and postcolonial dimensions, while prompting a closer
engagement with work in such areas as critical race theory and gender and sexuality studies. The
first book to examine at length the connections between British psychoanalysis and Victorian fiction,
Novel Relations describes the impact of literary form on readers and on twentieth- and
twenty-first-century theories of the subject.
  the mill on the floss summary: The Analysis of Sentences Henry B. Buckham, 1881
  the mill on the floss summary: Instant English Literature Rosemary Gelshen, 2010-07-28
Filled with fascinating information, this brief and entertaining survey features some of the major
literary masterpieces of nineteenth-century England. If you ever wanted to know which Thomas
Hardy novel to read first, or just wanted to hold your own at a cocktail party of English professors,
this book is for you. In addition to telling you why Reverend Patrick Bronte burned his children's
new red shoes, and whether George Eliot was a man or woman and more, INSTANT ENGLISH
LITERATURE offers special features—including chapter summaries, lists of who's who, biographical
and historical tidbits, title lists, and a host of illustrations, photos, and cartoons.
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss George Eliot, 2007-03-09 This classic



novel, first published in 1860, tells the story of Maggie Tulliver. Intelligent and headstrong but
trapped by the conventions of family tradition and rural life, Maggie is one of the great heroines of
Victorian literature. Along with Maggie’s story, the novel also tells a companion tale of the social
pressures that restrict the vision of her beloved brother Tom. George Eliot’s most autobiographical
novel, The Mill on the Floss remains one of her most popular and influential works. This Broadview
edition includes a critical introduction and extensive contextualizing notes as well as a broad range
of appendices drawn from contemporary documents dealing with issues such as 19th-century views
of disability, education, and the Woman Question.
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss , 2013-02-18 LOVE The fascinating
character of Maggie Tulliver and her relationship with her brother Tom is at the centre of this
moving story of rural Victorian England. As she grows up, the intelligent and imaginative Maggie is
oppressed by the limited role offered to women and is eventually ostracised by her family and local
society. George Eliot gives a deep psychological insight of the different characters, exploring their
feelings, their moral worth and motivations. Dossier: The ‘Woman Question’ in Victorian Britain
  the mill on the floss summary: The Mill on the Floss George Eliot, 2020-10-17 Brought up at
Dorlcote Mill, Maggie Tulliver worships her brother Tom and is desperate to win the approval of her
parents, but her passionate, wayward nature and her fierce intelligence bring her into constant
conflict with her family. As she reaches adulthood, the clash between their expectations and her
desires is painfully played out as she finds herself torn between her relationships with three very
different men: her proud and stubborn brother, a close friend who is also the son of her family's
worst enemy, and a charismatic but dangerous suitor. With its poignant portrayal of sibling
relationships, The Mill on the Floss is considered George Eliot's most autobiographical novel; it is
also one of her most powerful and moving.In this edition writer and critic A.S. Byatt provides full
explanatory notes and an introduction relating Mill on the Floss to George Eliot's own life and times.
  the mill on the floss summary: George Eliot-s Life, as Related in her Letters and Journals ,
1855 Offers a digitally printed version of the 1885 autobiography of George Eliot, which is a
collection of journals and letters that was compiled by the author's husband after her death.
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