
definition of metaphysics in philosophy
Definition of Metaphysics in Philosophy: Exploring the Foundations of Reality

definition of metaphysics in philosophy serves as the starting point for one of the most profound
and enduring questions in human thought. At its core, metaphysics is the branch of philosophy that
investigates the nature of reality, existence, and the fundamental structure of the world. It goes
beyond the physical sciences by tackling questions that cannot be answered purely through empirical
observation or experimentation. Instead, metaphysics invites us to ponder what lies beneath the
surface of our everyday experiences and to explore concepts that shape our understanding of
everything around us.

What Is Metaphysics? Unpacking the Definition

Metaphysics, derived from the Greek words "meta" (beyond) and "physika" (physical things), literally
means "beyond the physical." This etymology hints at its purpose: to explore what exists beyond the
tangible, measurable universe. Philosophers use the term to describe a wide range of inquiries into
the first principles and foundational elements that constitute reality.

Simply put, the definition of metaphysics in philosophy is the study of being and existence as such. It
asks questions like: What does it mean to exist? What kinds of things exist? How do objects and their
properties relate to one another? And importantly, what is the nature of cause and effect?

The Broad Scope of Metaphysical Inquiry

Metaphysics is often divided into several subfields, each focusing on a particular aspect of reality:

- **Ontology:** The study of being and what kinds of entities exist. It asks questions about categories
of existence, such as whether abstract concepts like numbers or moral values are real.
- **Cosmology:** The investigation of the origin and structure of the universe as a whole.
- **Philosophy of Mind:** Examining the nature of consciousness and its relationship to the physical
body.
- **Metaphysics of Properties:** Exploring what properties objects have and how they relate to the
objects themselves.
- **Free Will and Determinism:** Questions about whether human actions are predetermined or freely
chosen.

By navigating these areas, metaphysics attempts to build a comprehensive framework for
understanding reality beyond the physical phenomena studied by science.

The Historical Evolution of the Definition of



Metaphysics in Philosophy

The concept of metaphysics has evolved dramatically over the centuries. The term was first used by
Aristotle’s editor to describe his works that came "after the physics." Aristotle himself defined
metaphysics as "first philosophy," emphasizing its role in examining causes and principles that
underlie all things.

During the medieval period, metaphysics was heavily influenced by theological concerns, with
philosophers like Thomas Aquinas blending Aristotelian ideas with Christian doctrine. The focus
shifted toward understanding the nature of God, the soul, and the afterlife.

The Enlightenment and modern era brought new challenges to metaphysics. Thinkers such as
Immanuel Kant questioned whether metaphysics, as traditionally conceived, was possible at all. Kant
argued that while we can know phenomena (things as they appear), the "noumena" (things-in-
themselves) remain beyond our grasp, casting metaphysical inquiry into a new light.

In contemporary philosophy, metaphysics continues to thrive but often intersects with other
disciplines like linguistics, logic, and physics. The definition of metaphysics in philosophy today is
more nuanced, sometimes focusing on language and conceptual analysis to clarify metaphysical
problems.

Why Understanding Metaphysics Matters Today

You might wonder why metaphysics remains relevant in an age dominated by science and
technology. The answer lies in its foundational nature. While science explains how things happen,
metaphysics probes why they happen and what it means for something to happen at all.

For example, the question of what time really is—whether it flows or is static—is a metaphysical
question that influences physics, philosophy of mind, and even ethics. Similarly, debates about free
will versus determinism have profound implications for law, morality, and personal responsibility.

Engaging with metaphysics sharpens critical thinking by encouraging us to examine assumptions that
often go unquestioned. It provides a broader perspective that enriches other fields and everyday life.

Key Concepts Within the Definition of Metaphysics in
Philosophy

To appreciate metaphysics fully, it helps to become familiar with some of its central concepts. These
ideas often serve as the building blocks in metaphysical discussions.

Being and Existence

At the heart of metaphysics lies the question: What does it mean to "be"? Philosophers distinguish



between different modes of existence. For instance, a physical object like a chair exists differently
from an idea or a fictional character. Ontologists analyze these differences to understand the nature
of existence itself.

Substance and Essence

Substance is often considered the underlying reality that supports properties. For example, a red
apple has the substance of "apple-ness," which carries the properties of redness, roundness, and so
forth. Essence refers to the defining characteristics that make something what it is, as opposed to
accidental properties that can change without altering its identity.

Space and Time

Metaphysics also wrestles with the nature of space and time—whether they are absolute entities
existing independently or relational constructs dependent on objects and events. These debates have
deep implications for physics and our understanding of the cosmos.

Cause and Effect

Causality is a cornerstone of metaphysical inquiry. What does it mean for one event to cause another?
Is causation a fundamental feature of the universe or a mental framework we impose? These
questions challenge our assumptions about how the world operates.

How to Approach the Study of Metaphysics

If you are intrigued by the definition of metaphysics in philosophy and want to explore it further, here
are some tips:

1. **Start with the Classics:** Reading works by Aristotle, Descartes, Kant, and contemporary
philosophers helps build a solid foundation.
2. **Engage with Thought Experiments:** Many metaphysical questions are best explored through
hypothetical scenarios that challenge your intuitions.
3. **Join Discussions or Study Groups:** Philosophy thrives on dialogue. Sharing and debating ideas
sharpens understanding.
4. **Stay Open-Minded:** Metaphysical questions rarely have definitive answers. Embrace uncertainty
as part of the journey.
5. **Connect with Other Disciplines:** Consider how metaphysics interacts with physics, theology, and
cognitive science to gain a richer perspective.

Common Misconceptions About Metaphysics



Metaphysics often gets a bad rap for being "abstract" or "impractical," but these critiques miss its
significance. Here are some misconceptions to keep in mind:

- **Metaphysics is just speculation:** While it deals with abstract questions, metaphysics employs
rigorous logic and argumentation.
- **It’s irrelevant to science:** Although distinct from empirical science, metaphysics can inform
scientific assumptions and interpretations.
- **It’s only for academics:** Metaphysical questions touch on everyday issues like identity, morality,
and reality itself, making it accessible to anyone curious about life’s deeper meaning.

Exploring metaphysics is like embarking on an intellectual adventure that broadens your horizons and
deepens your appreciation for the mysteries of existence.

---

In delving into the definition of metaphysics in philosophy, you discover a rich and dynamic field that
challenges us to look beyond appearances and question the very foundations of reality. Whether you
are a seasoned philosopher or a curious learner, metaphysics offers a fascinating lens through which
to explore the profound questions that have captivated humanity for millennia.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of metaphysics in philosophy?
Metaphysics is a branch of philosophy that explores the fundamental nature of reality, including
concepts such as existence, being, causality, time, and space.

How does metaphysics differ from other branches of
philosophy?
Metaphysics differs from other branches by focusing on the most abstract and foundational aspects of
reality, rather than empirical or practical matters like ethics or epistemology.

What are the main topics studied in metaphysics?
Main topics in metaphysics include existence, objects and their properties, space and time, causality,
possibility and necessity, and the nature of consciousness.

Why is metaphysics important in philosophy?
Metaphysics is important because it underpins many other philosophical inquiries by addressing the
basic structure and nature of reality that other disciplines build upon.

Who are some key philosophers associated with metaphysics?
Key philosophers in metaphysics include Aristotle, Immanuel Kant, René Descartes, and Martin
Heidegger, each contributing significant theories about reality and existence.



Can metaphysics be considered a science?
Metaphysics is generally not considered a science because it deals with questions that cannot be
tested or measured empirically, focusing instead on conceptual analysis and reasoning.

How has the definition of metaphysics evolved over time?
Originally focused on 'first philosophy' or the study of being as being, metaphysics has evolved to
include various subfields like ontology and cosmology, reflecting changes in philosophical
perspectives.

What is the relationship between metaphysics and ontology?
Ontology is a sub-branch of metaphysics concerned specifically with the study of being and existence,
making it a core part of metaphysical inquiry.

How does metaphysics relate to modern philosophy?
In modern philosophy, metaphysics continues to address fundamental questions about reality, often
intersecting with science, epistemology, and language analysis to explore the nature of existence and
knowledge.

Additional Resources
**Understanding the Definition of Metaphysics in Philosophy: An Analytical Overview**

Definition of metaphysics in philosophy serves as a foundational inquiry into the nature of
reality, existence, and the fundamental principles that underpin all things. As one of the oldest
branches of philosophy, metaphysics explores questions that transcend empirical observation, delving
into abstract concepts such as being, causality, time, space, and the relationship between mind and
matter. This investigation aims to provide a clear, comprehensive understanding of metaphysics,
unpacking its core elements, historical evolution, and contemporary relevance within philosophical
discourse.

Exploring the Definition of Metaphysics in Philosophy

At its core, metaphysics can be defined as the philosophical study concerned with explaining the
fundamental nature of reality and existence. The term itself originates from the Greek words "meta"
(meaning beyond or after) and "physika" (meaning physical or natural), which together imply a study
beyond the physical sciences. Traditionally, metaphysics addresses questions that lie beyond the
scope of empirical science, focusing instead on what exists in the broadest sense and how such
existence can be categorized and understood.

In the realm of philosophy, metaphysics is often divided into two primary branches:

Ontology: The study of being and existence, which seeks to categorize entities and their



modes of being.

Cosmology: The inquiry into the origin, structure, and dynamics of the universe as a whole.

Both branches aim to provide a systematic account of the world as a whole, going deeper than
observable phenomena to investigate the principles and causes that govern all entities.

The Historical Evolution of Metaphysical Thought

Tracing the definition of metaphysics in philosophy necessitates an understanding of its historical
context. The term was first coined by the editor of Aristotle’s works, who placed certain treatises
"after the Physics" (ta meta ta physika), which eventually became known as metaphysics. Aristotle
himself framed metaphysics as “first philosophy” or “theology,” concerned with the study of being
qua being — that is, being insofar as it is being.

Throughout antiquity and the medieval period, metaphysics was closely linked with theology and the
exploration of divine attributes and the nature of God. Philosophers such as Thomas Aquinas
integrated Aristotelian metaphysics with Christian doctrine, emphasizing metaphysics as a path to
understanding ultimate causes and the nature of God.

The Enlightenment and modern philosophical movements introduced new challenges to traditional
metaphysics. Empiricists like David Hume questioned metaphysical speculation that could not be
grounded in sensory experience, while Immanuel Kant sought to redefine metaphysics by examining
the conditions of human knowledge itself. Kant’s "Critique of Pure Reason" attempted to delineate the
boundaries between what can be known a priori (independent of experience) and what lies beyond
human cognition, thus reframing the metaphysical project.

Core Concepts Within Metaphysics

Several key concepts are essential to grasping the definition of metaphysics in philosophy:

Being: Central to metaphysics, the concept of being pertains to the existence of entities and
their modes of presence. It questions what it means for something to "be."

Substance: Traditionally, metaphysics seeks to identify the fundamental substances that
constitute reality, whether material, immaterial, or a combination thereof.

Cause and Effect: The principle of causality is crucial in metaphysical inquiry, exploring how
and why events occur and what underlies change.

Space and Time: These are often treated as fundamental frameworks within which existence
unfolds, raising questions about their nature—whether they are absolute or relational.

Identity and Change: Metaphysics investigates how entities maintain identity through
change, a problem that intersects with logic and epistemology.



These concepts form the backbone of metaphysical analysis and are frequently debated across
different philosophical traditions.

Metaphysics in Contemporary Philosophy

In modern philosophical discourse, the definition of metaphysics in philosophy continues to evolve.
While some analytic philosophers have critiqued metaphysics for its speculative nature, others argue
for its indispensability in providing a coherent worldview. Contemporary metaphysics often intersects
with other disciplines such as physics, logic, and language analysis, fostering a more nuanced and
rigorous approach.

One significant trend is the rise of metaphysical naturalism, which attempts to reconcile metaphysical
inquiry with scientific understanding, asserting that metaphysical questions should be answerable
within the framework of natural science. Conversely, other schools maintain the importance of
metaphysical questions that lie beyond empirical reach, such as those concerning consciousness, free
will, and abstract objects.

Challenges and Criticisms

The metaphysical enterprise is not without its critics. Some argue that metaphysics relies too heavily
on abstract speculation, lacking empirical verifiability, which raises questions about its
epistemological status. Logical positivists famously dismissed much of metaphysics as meaningless,
emphasizing that only statements verifiable through experience or logical proof hold cognitive
significance.

However, defenders of metaphysics contend that it addresses foundational questions that science
alone cannot answer. Without metaphysical assumptions, scientific inquiry itself might lose
coherence—for example, assumptions about causality, the uniformity of nature, or the existence of an
external world.

Applications and Influence Across Disciplines

Understanding the definition of metaphysics in philosophy also highlights its broad influence beyond
pure philosophical theory. Metaphysical concepts underpin debates in ethics, epistemology, theology,
and even emerging fields like artificial intelligence and quantum mechanics. For instance:

In ethics, metaphysical discussions about free will and personal identity influence moral
responsibility.

In epistemology, metaphysical assumptions about reality affect theories of knowledge and
belief.

In science, metaphysical interpretations of time and space inform theories in physics, such as



relativity and quantum theory.

This interdisciplinary reach demonstrates the enduring significance of metaphysical inquiry.

Key Features Defining Metaphysics

To encapsulate the essence of the definition of metaphysics in philosophy, several defining features
stand out:

Abstractness: Metaphysics deals primarily with concepts beyond sensory experience.1.

Universality: It seeks principles that apply universally, transcending particular instances.2.

Foundational Nature: It attempts to establish the basic framework upon which other3.
knowledge systems rest.

Speculative Aspect: While grounded in reason, metaphysics often involves speculation about4.
entities and principles not directly observable.

Interdisciplinary Interaction: Metaphysics frequently intersects with science, theology, and5.
logic, reflecting its broad scope.

These features collectively highlight why metaphysics remains a vital and challenging domain within
philosophy.

---

In sum, the definition of metaphysics in philosophy is multifaceted, encompassing a broad inquiry into
existence, reality, and the fundamental structures that shape all phenomena. Despite varying
interpretations and critiques, metaphysics continues to provoke profound questions that shape
philosophical thought and influence diverse intellectual fields. This ongoing dialogue underscores
metaphysics as a dynamic and indispensable branch of philosophical inquiry.

Definition Of Metaphysics In Philosophy
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  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Metaphysics T. Ando, 2012-12-06 In the summer of
1960 I visited Oxford and stayed there several months. This book was written as some slight
memorial of my days in that ancient seat of learning. It is my pleasant duty to acknowledge the great
debt I own to Mr. D. Lyness in the task of putting it into English. In addition I remember with
gratitude Dr. J. L. Ackrill of Brasenose College, who gave me unfailing encouragement, and also Dr.
R. A. Rees of Jesus College, who read my manuscript through and subjected it to a minute revision.
Lastly for permission to quote from Sir W. D. Ross' translation of Aristotle's Metaphysics, I have to
thank the editors of Oxford University Press. Kyoto, Japan T.A. 61 Sep.19 . To answer the readers'
complaints that the first edition did not ex plain the author's attitude towards metaphysics, one more
chapter on new positivism was written in 1966, but the publication was delayed till the second
edition. Special thanks are due to Mr. E. B. Brooks for his assistance in writing English, to Prof.
Philip P. Wiener, and to Dr. R. A. Rees, both for some kind services. T. A. Okayama 1973 CONTENTS
INTRODUCTION I I. THE ORIGIN OF THE CONCEPT OF METAPHYSICS I. Reimer's Theory 3 2.
Aristotle's Metaphysics 6 II. THE TRADITION OF THE CONCEPT OF METAPHYSICS Ancient
Interpretations 1.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Historical Dictionary of Metaphysics Gary
Rosenkrantz, Joshua Hoffman, 2010-12-18 Metaphysics is what Aristotle described as the First
Philosophy or first science, a comprehensive inquiry into the ultimate nature of reality. As such,
metaphysics consists of a systematic study of the more general categories of being and of the more
general ways of relating entities. The Historical Dictionary of Metaphysics focuses on metaphysics in
Western philosophy, the metaphysical tradition that developed under the influence of Greek
philosophy, and especially Plato and Aristotle. It offers a comprehensive guide to the many facets of
metaphysics through a chronology, an introductory essay, a bibliography, and over 300
cross-referenced dictionary entries on concepts, people, works, and technical terms. This volume is
an invaluable resource for student and scholar alike.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: From Physics to Metaphysics: Philosophy and
Allegory in the Critical Writings of T. S. Eliot Fabio L. Vericat Pérez-Mínguez, 2011-11-28 Antes de
dedicarse por completo a la literatura, T.S. Eliot fue un serio estudiante de filosofía. Este estudio
pretende determinar la importancia de este hecho en su desarrollo como crítico literario. La
intención es argumentar que el cambio que Eliot hizo de la filosofía a la literatura fue instigado con
la esperanza de encontrar en el campo literario un estilo que había vencido durante sus estudios
filosóficos.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: The Problem of Metaphysics and the Meaning of
Metaphysical Explanation Hartley Burr Alexander, 1967
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Metaphysics and Philosophy of Science in the
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries R.S. Woolhouse, 1988-10-31 The essays in this collection
have been written for Gerd Buchdahl, by colleagues, students and friends, and are self-standing
pieces of original research which have as their main concern the metaphysics and philosophy of
science of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. They focus on issues about the development of
philosophical and scientific thought which are raised by or in the work of such as Bernoulli,
Descartes, Galileo, Kant, Leibniz, Maclaurin, Priestly, Schelling, Vico. Apart from the initial
bio-bibliographical piece and those by Robert Butts and Michael Power, they do not discuss
Buchdahl or his ideas in any systematic, lengthy, or detailed way. But they are collected under a title
which alludes to the book, Metaphysics and the Philosophy of Science: The Classical Origins,
Descartes to Kant (1969), which is central in the corpus of his work, and deal with the period and
some of the topics with which that book deals.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: The Concept of First Philosophy and the Unity
of the Metaphysics of Aristotle Richard Milton Martin, 1980-06-30 That traditional methods do
not suffice was pointed out years back by Jan Salamucha in his pioneering work on the ex motu
argument of St. Thomas, in The New Scholasticism XXXII (1958) but first published in 1934.
Although modern logic is a comparatively young science, he noted, it provides us with many new and



subtle tools for exact thinking. To reject them is to adopt the attitude of one who stubbornly insists
on traveling by stage-coach, though having at his disposal a train or airplane... The great
philosophers of the past did not rely exclusively on those weak logical tools left to them by their
predecessors. The very problems themselves and their own scientific genius forced them to build
rational reconstructions that went far beyond those of their time.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Metaphysics Alexander Baumgarten, Immanuel
Kant, 2014-05-09 Now available for the first time in English, this critical translation of Metaphysica
draws from the original seven Latin editions, the Academy edition of Kant, and Georg Friedrich
Meier's 18th-century German translation. To assist and support the reading of this crucial text, the
translation features: * historical and philosophical introductions and sketches * extensive glossaries
and notes * clear reproductions of Kant's elucidations and handwritten notes * Eberhard's insertions
in the 1783 German edition Used as a philosophical instruction for thinkers such as Kant,
Mendelssohn, Abbt, Herder, and Maimon, Metaphysica is arguably one of philosophy's most
influential texts. Equipped with supportive and illuminating introductory material, this clear and
lucid translation presents scholars of Kant, German philosophy and the history of philosophy with an
indispensable resource.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Metaphysics, Meaning, and Modality Mircea
Dumitru, 2020-04-21 This book is the first edited collection of papers on the work of one of the most
seminal and profound contemporary philosophers. Over the last five decades, Kit Fine has made
thought-provoking and innovative contributions to several areas of systematic philosophy, including
philosophy of language, metaphysics, and the philosophy of mathematics, as well as to a number of
topics in philosophical logic. These contributions have helped reshape the agendas of those fields
and have given fresh impetus to a number of perennial debates. Fine's work is distinguished by its
technical sophistication, philosophical breadth, and independence from current orthodoxy. A blend
of sound common-sense combined with a virtuosity in argumentation and constructive thinking is
part and parcel of Kit Fine's lasting contributions to current trends in analytic philosophy.
Researchers and students in philosophy, logic, linguistics, and cognitive science will benefit alike
from these critical contributions to Fine's novel theories on meaning and representation, arbitrary
objects, essence, ontological realism, and the metaphysics of modality, and will come away with a
better understanding of the issues within contemporary analytic philosophy with which they deal.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Structure and Being Lorenz B. Puntel, 2010-11-01
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Dictionary of World Philosophy A. Pablo Iannone,
2013-04-15 The Dictionary of World Philosophy covers the diverse and challenging terminology,
concepts, schools and traditions of the vast field of world philosophy. Providing an extremely
comprehensive resource and an essential point of reference in a complex and expanding field of
study the Dictionary covers all major subfields of the discipline. Key features: * Cross-references are
used to highlight interconnections and the cross-cultural diffusion and adaptation of terms which has
taken place over time * The user is led from specific terms to master entries which provide valuable
historical and cultural context * Each master entry is followed by at least two suggestions for further
reading on the subject, creating a substantial bibliography of world philosophy * References extend
beyond philosophy to related areas such as cognitive science, computer science, language and
physics Subdisciplines covered include:* aesthetics * ethics * sociopolitical philosophy * the
philosophy of law * epistemology * logic * the philosophy of science * the philosophy of mind * the
philosophy of culture and history * metaphysics * the philosophy of religion Entries are drawn from
West Africa, Arabic, Chinese, Indian, Japanese, Jewish, Korean, Latin American, Maori and Native
American philosophy including the important and so far largely neglected instance of Pre-Hispanic
thought: Nahua philosophy.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: The Foundations of Philosophy Michael Pol
Macneil, 2025-06-03 This work is about philosophy and what makes a philosophy distinctively
Christian in character, arguing that it is indeed possible for philosophy to be conceived of as first
Christian and not just philosophy done by people that happen to be Christians. Christian philosophy



is epistemologically self-conscious philosophy conducted in a manner honoring to the revelation of
the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. It is argued that philosophy should be transformative rather
than just therapeutic or elucidatory. The author examines competing philosophical and scientific
accounts from both the empiricist and rationalist schools, arguing they are coherent and successful
only to the degree that they have imported, consciously or unconsciously, Christian transcendentals.
He then applies this insight to explore the character and practice of a Christian political philosophy.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: The Routledge Handbook of Essence in
Philosophy Kathrin Koslicki, Michael J. Raven, 2024-05-15 Essences have been assigned important
but controversial explanatory roles in philosophical, scientific, and social theorizing. Is it possible for
the same organism to be first a caterpillar and then a butterfly? Is it impossible for a human being to
transform into an insect like Gregor Samsa does in Kafka’s The Metamorphosis? Is it impossible for
Lot’s wife to survive being turned into a pillar of salt? Traditionally, essences (or natures) have been
thought to help answer such central questions about existence, identity, persistence, and modality.
These questions are not only of great philosophical interest, they also are of great interest to society
at large. This Handbook surveys the state of the art on essence. Core issues about essence are
discussed in 33 chapters, all of them written exclusively for this volume by leading experts. They are
organized into the following four major parts, each with its own introduction that provides a
summary and comparison of the part’s chapters: History Essence and Essentialisms: Themes and
Variations Applications Anti-Essentialist Challenges. The volume is accessible enough for students
while also providing enough details to make it a valuable reference for researchers. While the notion
of essence has been targeted for sustained criticisms since antiquity, recent work has renewed
interest in the topic. This Handbook explains and synthesizes much of this current interest, placing
essence within its historical context and drawing connections to many contemporary areas of
philosophy as well as to scholarly work in other disciplines. With cross-references in each chapter
and a comprehensive index, The Routledge Handbook of Essence in Philosophy is a useful resource
and essential reading for anyone, whether in or out of academic philosophy, seeking clarification on
one of philosophy’s most distinctive and notorious notions.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Examining Philosophy Itself Yafeng Shan,
2023-03-13 EXAMINING PHILOSOPHY ITSELF One of the most distinctive features of philosophy is
self-reflection. Philosophers are not only concerned with metaphysical, epistemological, conceptual,
ethical, and aesthetic issues of things around us, they also pay serious attention to the nature, value,
methods, and development of philosophy itself. This book examines some of the most important
metaphilosophical issues: Is philosophy progressive? Are metaphysical claims meaningful? What is
the aim of philosophy? Should analytic metaphysics be replaced by naturalised metaphysics? What is
the prospect of a digital approach to philosophy of science? Can poetry play a substantial role in
philosophy? Examining Philosophy Itself will be of interest to researchers and advanced students in
philosophy.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Routledge Companion to Sixteenth Century
Philosophy Henrik Lagerlund, Benjamin Hill, 2017-01-06 Sixteenth century philosophy was a unique
synthesis of several philosophical frameworks, a blend of old and new, including but not limited to
Scholasticism, Humanism, Neo-Thomism, Aristotelianism, and Stoicism. Unlike most overviews of
this period, The Routledge Companion to Sixteenth Century Philosophy does not simplify this
colorful era by applying some traditional dichotomies, such as the misleading line once drawn
between scholasticism and humanism. Instead, the Companion closely covers an astonishingly
diverse set of topics: philosophical methodologies of the time, the importance of the discovery of the
new world, the rise of classical scholarship, trends in logic and logical theory, Nominalism,
Averroism, the Jesuits, the Reformation, Neo-stoicism, the soul’s immortality, skepticism, the
philosophies of language and science and politics, cosmology, the nature of the understanding,
causality, ethics, freedom of the will, natural law, the emergence of the individual in society, the
nature of wisdom, and the love of god. Throughout, the Companion seeks not to compartmentalize
these philosophical matters, but instead to show that close attention paid to their continuity may



help reveal both the diversity and the profound coherence of the philosophies that emerged in the
sixteenth century. The Companion’s 27 chapters are published here for the first time, and written by
an international team of scholars, and accessible for both students and researchers.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Introduction to Philosophy: Ideas, Thinkers,
and Traditions Capt. Dr. Lakshman Patra, 2025-06-09 Introduction to Philosophy: Ideas, Thinkers,
and Traditions is a comprehensive academic text that explores the breadth and depth of
philosophical thinking across time, traditions and geographies. Structured into five thematic
chapters-Understanding Philosophy; Metaphysics; Epistemology; Ethics; Philosophical Traditions
and Thinkers-the book is designed to guide students through the discipline systematically. Beginning
with foundational questions about philosophical inquiry, it then delves into metaphysical debates on
reality and existence, theories of knowledge, ethical frameworks, and historical surveys of
significant thinkers. The book’s distinctive feature lies in its commitment to pluralism: it juxtaposes
Western approaches with insights drawn from Eastern schools of thought, feminist and postcolonial
scholars, as well as African and Indigenous traditions. This comparative approach encourages
readers to appreciate the global and dynamic nature of philosophy and fosters critical reflection on
diverse worldviews. Targeted at undergraduate students, educators, and thoughtful readers,
Introduction to Philosophy: Ideas, Thinkers, and Traditions combines clarity with intellectual depth.
Each chapter includes illustrative examples, reflective questions, and critical evaluations to facilitate
active learning. The text is designed to be used in classroom settings or for independent study,
introducing readers to the vocabulary, methods and key debates that define the philosophical
discipline. By offering both theoretical insight and practical relevance, this volume aims to cultivate
analytical rigour, ethical awareness and philosophical openness. It aspires to help readers not only
grasp philosophical content but also develop the capacity to think philosophically, asking profound
questions about life, society and the world.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Moral and Metaphysical Philosophy Frederick
Denison Maurice, 1854
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Abū’l-Barakāt al-Baghdādī’s Metaphysical
Philosophy Moshe M Pavlov, 2017-04-21 Abū’l-Barakāt is a renowned philosopher of the
Arabic-Jewish milieu who composed in his magnum opus the Kitāb al-Mu‘tabar, a comprehensive
metaphysics which challenged the accepted notions of the traditional metaphysical philosophy.
‘Abū’l-Barakāt al-Baghdādī’s Metaphysical Philosophy’ examines the novel philosophical conceptions
of the first book of the Metaphysics of the Kitāb al-Mu‘tabar. The aim is to present a developed
conception of Abū’l-Barakāt’s systematic metaphysics. This is accomplished by following the order of
topics discussed, while translating the relevant passages. These different topics comprise stages of
cognition that move from an analysis of time, creation and causality to the conception of a higher
spiritual realm of mental entities and a conception of God as the First Knower and Teacher. The
epistemological and ontological conceptions are analyzed at each culminating stage. ‘Abū’l-Barakāt
al-Baghdādī’s Metaphysical Philosophy’ analyzes vast portions of the metaphysical study for the first
time. The book will thus be a valuable resource for all those seeking an original and broad
metaphysics, and for students and scholars of Jewish and Islamic Philosophy. Furthermore, it is of
importance for those seeking a metaphysics related to scientific theories and those interested in the
history of science and metaphysics.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: The Blackwell Dictionary of Western
Philosophy Nicholas Bunnin, Jiyuan Yu, 2009-01-27 The Blackwell Dictionary of Western Philosophy
The Blackwell Dictionary of Western Philosophy ???The style is fresh and engaging, and it gives a
broad and accurate picture of the western philosophical tradition. It is a pleasure to browse in, even
if one is not looking for an answer to a particular question.??? David Pears ???Its entries manage to
avoid the obscurities of an exaggerated brevity without stretching themselves out, as if seeking to
embody whole miniature essays. In short it presents itself as a model of clarity and clarification.???
Alan Montefiore
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: Thomistic Metaphysics Charles A. Hart,



2023-02-15 One of the major objectives of this book is to make Thomistic metaphysics – an inquiry
into the act of existing, the act of to be, exercised by all beings to some degree – more
understandable to the man of ordinary intellectual training. Therefore, the various problems of
metaphysics and their solutions are presented in the simplest terms possible, with special emphasis
on their significance for the contemporary mind.
  definition of metaphysics in philosophy: A Dictionary of Philosophy in the Words of
Philosophers J. Radford Thomson, 1887
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