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How to Teach English to Spanish Speakers: Effective Strategies and Tips

how to teach english to spanish speakers is a question that many educators, tutors, and
language enthusiasts often explore. Teaching English to native Spanish speakers presents unique
opportunities and challenges due to the similarities and differences between the two languages.
Whether you're a professional teacher or someone helping friends or family, understanding the
nuances of Spanish speakers’ learning patterns can greatly enhance the learning experience and
improve outcomes.

Understanding the Linguistic Background of Spanish
Speakers

Before diving into teaching strategies, it’s essential to grasp some fundamental characteristics of the
Spanish language that influence how Spanish speakers learn English.

Similarities and Differences Between English and Spanish

Spanish and English share a lot of cognates—words that look and sound similar and have the same
meaning. For example, “information” and “información” or “important” and “importante.”
Leveraging these cognates can boost vocabulary acquisition. However, there are also many false
cognates, or “false friends,” such as “embarazada” (which means pregnant, not embarrassed), which
can cause confusion.

Grammar is another area worth noting. Spanish is a Romance language with gendered nouns, verb
conjugations that vary significantly with person and tense, and a generally more flexible sentence
structure. English, in contrast, has less inflection but more fixed word order and relies heavily on
auxiliary verbs.

Pronunciation Challenges for Spanish Speakers

Spanish speakers often struggle with English sounds that don’t exist in Spanish, such as the “th”
sound in “think” or “this,” and the short “i” sound in “sit” versus the long “ee” sound in “seat.”
These pronunciation challenges can lead to misunderstandings, so incorporating phonetic practice is
crucial.

Effective Strategies for Teaching English to Spanish



Speakers

Teaching English to Spanish speakers requires a tailored approach that respects their linguistic
background while gradually introducing new structures and sounds.

Start with Cognates and Common Vocabulary

One of the quickest ways to build confidence is to highlight cognates. Introducing vocabulary that
has similarities in both languages helps learners make connections and feel accomplished early on.

Introduce thematic vocabulary sets related to everyday life, such as food, family, and travel, which
are immediately relevant. This approach helps learners see the practical use of English in their daily
lives and motivates them to practice.

Focus on Pronunciation and Listening Skills

Because English phonetics can be tricky for Spanish speakers, dedicating time to pronunciation is
essential. Use minimal pairs (words that differ by only one sound, like “ship” and “sheep”) to train
learners to distinguish similar sounds.

Listening exercises are equally important. Use audio recordings, videos, and interactive apps to
expose learners to different accents and speeds of English. Encourage them to repeat and mimic
intonation patterns.

Address Grammar Differences Gradually

Spanish speakers might initially transfer Spanish grammar rules into English, leading to mistakes
such as incorrect verb tenses or word order. For example, Spanish often places adjectives after
nouns (“casa blanca” = “house white”) while in English adjectives precede nouns.

Start with simple sentence structures and slowly introduce more complex grammar points. Visual
aids like charts comparing verb tenses or sentence structures can help clarify these differences.

Incorporating Cultural Context in English Lessons

Language and culture are deeply intertwined. Teaching English effectively to Spanish speakers also
involves sharing insights into English-speaking cultures to provide context and meaning.

Use Culturally Relevant Materials



Select reading materials, videos, and examples that reflect the learners’ interests and cultural
background. For instance, stories that involve family gatherings, festivals, or daily routines can
resonate well and make lessons more engaging.

Additionally, explain idiomatic expressions and slang that learners might encounter in real
conversations. Understanding phrases like “break the ice” or “hit the books” helps learners sound
more natural and comprehend informal English.

Encourage Cross-Cultural Communication

Create opportunities for learners to interact with native English speakers or participate in language
exchange programs. This real-world practice is invaluable for building conversational skills and
cultural awareness.

Leveraging Technology and Resources

Modern technology offers countless tools that can facilitate the learning process for Spanish
speakers.

Use Language Learning Apps Tailored for Spanish Speakers

Apps like Duolingo, Babbel, or Memrise often have courses specifically designed for Spanish
speakers learning English. These apps use gamification and spaced repetition to make vocabulary
and grammar practice enjoyable and effective.

Interactive Online Platforms and Videos

Websites such as BBC Learning English or ESL video channels on YouTube provide rich multimedia
content suited for different proficiency levels. Many videos come with subtitles and transcripts,
which help learners follow along and improve reading and listening simultaneously.

Incorporate Writing and Speaking Tools

Encourage learners to use tools like Grammarly or language exchange platforms where they can
write short essays or chat with native speakers. Speaking apps that provide instant feedback on
pronunciation can also accelerate improvement.



Tips for Maintaining Motivation and Confidence

Learning a new language can be challenging, and Spanish speakers may sometimes feel
overwhelmed by English’s complexities. Maintaining motivation is key.

Celebrate Small Wins

Recognizing progress, no matter how small, can boost learners' confidence. Celebrate improvements
in vocabulary, pronunciation, or comprehension to keep enthusiasm high.

Set Realistic Goals

Help learners set achievable, clear goals such as learning 10 new words per week or mastering a
particular tense. Breaking the learning process into manageable steps prevents frustration.

Create a Supportive Learning Environment

Encourage learners to practice without fear of making mistakes. Positive reinforcement and a
patient attitude foster a safe space where learners can experiment and grow.

Conclusion: Embracing the Journey of Teaching English
to Spanish Speakers

Teaching English to Spanish speakers is a rewarding experience that bridges cultures and opens
doors to new opportunities. By understanding the linguistic traits of Spanish speakers, using tailored
teaching methods, integrating cultural context, and leveraging technology, educators can make the
learning journey smoother and more enjoyable. Ultimately, patience, creativity, and empathy are the
best tools any teacher can have when guiding Spanish speakers toward English fluency.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective methods to teach English to Spanish
speakers?
Effective methods include using bilingual resources, focusing on cognates to build vocabulary,
incorporating visual aids, and practicing conversational English in real-life contexts.



How can I address common pronunciation challenges for
Spanish speakers learning English?
Focus on sounds not present in Spanish, such as the 'th' sound, and practice minimal pairs. Use
phonetic exercises and encourage listening to native speakers to improve pronunciation.

What grammatical differences should I emphasize when
teaching English to Spanish speakers?
Highlight differences such as word order, verb tenses like the present perfect, use of articles, and
subject-verb agreement to help Spanish speakers avoid common mistakes.

Are there specific vocabulary teaching strategies effective for
Spanish speakers learning English?
Yes, teaching cognates can boost vocabulary quickly. Also, use thematic vocabulary lists, encourage
learning through context, and integrate vocabulary with speaking and writing exercises.

How can technology be used to teach English to Spanish
speakers?
Use language learning apps, online videos, interactive games, and virtual conversation partners to
provide engaging and accessible practice opportunities tailored to Spanish speakers.

What cultural considerations should be taken into account
when teaching English to Spanish speakers?
Be aware of cultural differences in communication styles, idioms, and expressions. Incorporate
culturally relevant materials and encourage discussions about cultural contexts to enhance
understanding.

How can teachers motivate Spanish speakers to learn English
effectively?
Set achievable goals, provide positive feedback, create a supportive learning environment, use
engaging materials, and connect lessons to students’ personal and professional interests.

Additional Resources
How to Teach English to Spanish Speakers: Strategies and Insights for Effective Language
Instruction

how to teach english to spanish speakers is a question that educators, tutors, and language
professionals frequently explore, given the significant number of Spanish-speaking learners
worldwide. Teaching English to this demographic involves a nuanced understanding of linguistic



differences, cultural contexts, and tailored pedagogical approaches that address specific challenges
faced by Spanish speakers. This article delves into effective methodologies, linguistic considerations,
and practical strategies that enhance the teaching and learning experience for Spanish speakers
acquiring English as a second language.

Understanding the Linguistic Landscape of Spanish
Speakers Learning English

A foundational step in addressing how to teach english to spanish speakers is recognizing the
linguistic similarities and differences between Spanish and English. Spanish and English share a
considerable number of cognates—words that look and sound similar and have the same
meanings—which can facilitate vocabulary acquisition. However, the differences in grammar,
pronunciation, and syntax often present obstacles.

For example, Spanish is a Romance language with a relatively consistent phonetic system, whereas
English’s phonology is more complex and irregular. Spanish speakers frequently struggle with
English vowel sounds, the pronunciation of the “th” sound, and stress patterns in multisyllabic
words. Additionally, grammatical structures such as verb tenses and sentence order differ
significantly. Spanish verbs conjugate extensively to indicate tense, mood, and subject, while English
relies more heavily on auxiliary verbs and word order. These differences require targeted
instructional strategies to bridge gaps effectively.

Common Challenges for Spanish Speakers Learning English

Pronunciation Difficulties: English phonemes such as /θ/ and /ð/ (as in “think” and “this”) do
not exist in Spanish, often leading to substitutions that affect intelligibility.

False Cognates: Words that look similar but differ in meaning (e.g., “actual” in English vs.
“actual” meaning “current” in Spanish) can cause confusion.

Grammar Transfer Errors: Direct translation from Spanish to English can result in errors,
such as incorrect word order or verb tense misuse.

Prepositions and Articles: English prepositions and article usage differ from Spanish, posing
difficulties in mastering accurate usage.

Understanding these challenges allows educators to anticipate learner difficulties and adapt their
teaching methods accordingly.

Effective Pedagogical Approaches for Teaching English



to Spanish Speakers

The question of how to teach english to spanish speakers extends beyond linguistic awareness into
practical teaching methodologies that can optimize comprehension and retention.

1. Contrastive Analysis and Error Correction

Contrastive analysis involves comparing the learner’s native language with the target language to
predict and explain errors. For Spanish speakers, highlighting differences in verb tenses, sentence
structure, and pronunciation helps learners become more conscious of potential pitfalls.
Constructive error correction, which involves gently addressing mistakes in real-time or through
feedback, is vital for reinforcing correct usage without discouraging learners.

2. Leveraging Cognates for Vocabulary Expansion

Utilizing cognates as a teaching resource can accelerate vocabulary acquisition. Teachers can
design lessons that focus on cognates while explicitly addressing false cognates to prevent
misunderstandings. This strategy not only builds confidence but also creates a bridge between
known and new vocabulary.

3. Incorporating Pronunciation Practice Focused on Phonemic
Differences

Given the phonological discrepancies, integrating focused pronunciation exercises is essential.
Techniques such as minimal pair drills, phonetic visual aids, and repetition help Spanish speakers
master difficult English sounds. For example, targeting the “th” sounds with tongue placement
demonstrations and practice can significantly improve pronunciation accuracy.

4. Contextualized Grammar Instruction

Teaching grammar in context rather than isolation fosters deeper understanding. Role-plays,
dialogues, and writing exercises that incorporate target grammar structures enable learners to
apply rules in meaningful ways. For Spanish speakers, emphasizing English’s reliance on auxiliary
verbs and fixed word order contrasts with Spanish’s flexible syntax, clarifying structural differences.

5. Use of Technology and Multimedia Resources

Digital tools and multimedia resources tailored to Spanish speakers can enhance engagement and
provide immediate feedback. Language learning apps, interactive videos, and online exercises
designed with Spanish-English learners in mind support differentiated instruction and autonomous



learning.

Cultural Considerations and Motivation in Language
Learning

Effective teaching of English to Spanish speakers also involves recognizing cultural influences on
language acquisition. Spanish-speaking learners often come from diverse backgrounds with distinct
educational norms, attitudes toward language learning, and communication styles. Teachers who
incorporate culturally relevant materials and respect learners’ identities foster a positive learning
environment.

Motivation plays a critical role in language acquisition success. Spanish speakers motivated by
career advancement, education, or social integration benefit from goal-oriented instruction that
connects language skills to real-life applications. Incorporating authentic materials such as news
articles, songs, and films in English contextualizes learning and sustains interest.

Addressing Varieties of Spanish

It is important to note that Spanish is not monolithic; regional dialects and variations exist.
Awareness of these differences can inform pronunciation teaching and vocabulary selection. For
instance, certain words or expressions common in Mexican Spanish may differ from those used in
Spain or the Caribbean. Tailoring instruction to the learner’s specific dialect background enhances
relevance and comprehension.

Assessment and Feedback Strategies for Spanish
Speakers

Ongoing assessment is instrumental in monitoring progress and adapting instruction. Formative
assessments such as quizzes, oral presentations, and writing assignments provide insights into
learners’ strengths and areas needing improvement. For Spanish speakers, assessments that
separately evaluate pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, and comprehension offer detailed
feedback.

Feedback should be clear, constructive, and culturally sensitive. Encouraging self-assessment and
peer feedback also empowers learners to take ownership of their progress. Incorporating rubrics
that specify criteria for language skills tailored to Spanish speakers’ common challenges can
standardize evaluation and guide improvement.

Blended Learning Models

Blended learning, combining face-to-face instruction with online components, is particularly



effective when teaching English to Spanish speakers. This model allows for flexible pacing and
access to diverse resources. For example, classroom sessions can focus on interactive speaking and
listening activities, while online modules provide grammar drills and vocabulary practice.

Final Thoughts on Teaching English to Spanish
Speakers

The process of how to teach english to spanish speakers demands a comprehensive understanding of
linguistic nuances, culturally responsive pedagogy, and adaptive teaching methodologies. Successful
instruction hinges on addressing phonological challenges, leveraging cognates, contextualizing
grammar, and fostering motivation through culturally relevant materials. As globalization continues
to increase the demand for bilingual proficiency, educators equipped with these insights can
significantly impact the language acquisition journey of Spanish speakers striving to master English.
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levels.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Aunque hay varios libros
sobre metodología de enseñanza para profesores en el mercado, hay poco o nada que esté enfocado
específicamente en cómo enseñar inglés a los hispanohablantes. La numerosa y creciente comunidad
hispana en los Estados Unidos que quiere y necesita aprender inglés, junto con la demanda cada vez
mayor de clases de inglés en los países de América Latina, incrementan la necesidad de este
práctico texto. Cómo enseñar inglés a los Hispanohablantes es una introducción accesible para los
estudiantes de habla hispana que quieren enseñar inglés; proporciona una guía práctica paso a paso
para los docentes que recién se inician y ofrece nuevas ideas para los profesores con más
experiencia. También es ideal para los traductores de inglés y los nativos de dicho idioma que
quieran ejercer la docencia. Este libro de consulta examina los procedimientos, la pedagogía y los
principios fundamentales de los diferentes métodos e incluye una variedad considerable de enfoques
de investigación para la enseñanza/aprendizaje de la lengua. Sugiere opciones pedagógicas
prácticas mientras explora diversas metodologías de enseñanza, estrategias integrales y
herramientas efectivas tanto para desarrollar como para aplicar el estilo propio de cada docente.
También analiza las habilidades indispensables para ser un profesor de inglés eficiente y eficaz. El
propósito crucial de este libro no es solamente analizar qué, a quién, dónde y para qué enseñamos,
sino sobre todo, cómo podemos enseñar con más éxito . Se abarcan todos los niveles, desde
principiantes hasta avanzados, para el aprendizaje de niños, adolescentes y adultos de habla
hispana.
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: How to Teach English to a Spanish Speaker Level
1 Ephrain Tristan Ortiz, 2019-03-20 DID YOUR FRIEND'S LAST ATTEMPT TO LEARN ENGLISH
MAKE HIM YELL AAAAGGGHHH!!!? Say to him, Relax Compadre. Help is on its way. This language
method helps you teach a Spanish speaking friend, family member, business associate, employee,
etc. conversational English quickly, effectively and enjoyably! And this instructional method is now
in this expanded and revised second edition which is also available in paperback! A TIME
EFFECTIVE, ECONOMICAL WAY TO TEACH ENGLISH Do you know someone who has tried to learn
English through adult school or expensive programs but with mediocre success? Would you like to
help anyone in these situations master conversational English in a fraction of the time it would take
in a classroom? If so, you'll find the Teach English to a Spanish Speaker system gives you all you
need to teach English like a master professor! The first book in this series, How to Teach English to
a Spanish Speaker (Level 1) will instantly prepare you to be a top notch English teacher who can
dramatically improve a student's speaking skills in just a few weeks. This well detailed instructional
book is complete with 38 conversational lessons filled with teaching tips and reading lessons which
complement the conversational lessons. CONTAINS DOZENS OF READING LESSON HOMEWORK
SHEETS The reading lessons may be printed out and photocopied (paperback version only) for
students to practice reading the text covered in the conversational lessons or to use as homework
assignments. STUDENTS MASTER IMPORTANT CONVERSATIONAL GRAMMAR FIRST! This book
builds a powerful foundation in the most common grammatical patterns so students can form
sentences right away. The student can expect to master the use of is/are/would/can/want/go, etc.
through literally hundreds of applications. From there new vocabulary is formed around these
commonly used words so students gain skill in speaking. There is no memorization of long boring,
scattered lists (such as kitchen words, sport words, hospital words, etc.) and dry, unconnected
grammatical rules which leave a student frustrated and helpless when in an English conversational
situation. Each lesson contains instructional prompts in bold print which you read to the student.
These prompts are in basic Spanish and as the course progresses, they will be given more and more
in English so the student becomes immersed in English. You simply read prompts, and the student
answers you. If he's right, go on to the next line. If he's not, correct him so he says it correctly. It's
as simple as that. If you can't read the basic Spanish prompt, don't worry. Just have the student read
it while you cover up the answer on the right side. If the student says the answer correctly, move to
the next line. If not, correct him. Then go to the next line. That's all there is to it. How to Teach
English to a Spanish Speaker explains how to know when to advance your student to the next lesson



as well as how to watch for common pronunciation errors common to Spanish speakers. Give your
student a success in conversational English well beyond what he thought possible. Start using this
book today! ABOUT THE AUTHOR Ephrain Tristan Ortiz is a graduate of UC Davis, National
University and Andersonville Theological Seminary. He holds a Doctorate in Christian Education
(DCEd) and has taught English as a Second Language to adults and children over a period of 20
years through schools under the Santa Clara and Santa Cruz Counties Offices of Education as well
as through his private company, the De La Vega Language Institute. He has published 20 books,
several of which are English language instructional books. He currently works as an author and
adjunct professor of Biblical Hebrew for the Christian Biblical Languages Institute in South Santa
Clara County.
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Teaching English: Step by Step 1 Elizabeth
Weal, 2011-09-06 Participatory, reproducible speaking and listening activities that let students apply
the grammar concepts they learn in Gramática del inglés: paso a paso 1 and English grammar: step
by step 1--Cover.
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: A Cultural History of Spanish Speakers in
Japan Araceli Tinajero, 2021-02-09 Beginning in 1990, thousands of Spanish speakers emigrated to
Japan. A Cultural History of Spanish Speakers in Japan focuses on the intellectuals, literature,
translations, festivals, cultural associations, music (bolero, tropical music, and pop, including
reggaeton), dance (flamenco, tango and salsa), radio, newspapers, magazines, libraries, and blogs
produced in Spanish, in Japan, by Latin Americans and Spaniards who have lived in that country
over the last three decades. Based on in-depth research in archives throughout the country as well
as field work including several interviews, Japanese-speaking Mexican scholar Araceli Tinajero
uncovers a transnational, contemporary cultural history that is not only important for today but for
future generations.
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Bilingual Education United States. Congress.
Senate. Committee on Labor and Public Welfare. Special Subcommittee on Bilingual Education,
1967 Considers S. 428, to amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to provide
assistance to local education agencies in establishing bilingual education programs. May 26 hearing
was held in Corpus Christi, Tex.; May 29 hearing was held in Edinburgh, Tex.; and May 31 hearing
was held in San Antonio, Tex.; pt. 2: Continuation of hearings on S. 428. June 24 hearing was held in
Los Angeles; July 21 hearing was held in New York City.
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Teaching English Language Arts to English
Language Learners Luciana de Oliveira, Melanie Shoffner, 2016-09-13 This book focuses on the
ways in which English language arts (ELA) pre-service and in-service teachers have developed - or
may develop - instructional effectiveness for working with English language learners (ELL) in the
secondary English classroom.Chapter topics are grounded in both research and practice, addressing
a range of timely topics including the current state of ELL education in the ELA classroom, and
approaches to leveraging the talents and strengths of bilingual students in heterogeneous
classrooms. Chapters also offer advice on best practices in teaching ELA to multilingual students
and ways to infuse the secondary English teacher preparation curriculum with ELL
pedagogy.Comprehensive in scope and content and examining topics relevant to all teachers of
ELLs, teacher educators and researchers, this book appeals to an audience beyond ELA teachers
and teacher educators.
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Resources in Education , 1998-12
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Monthly Catalogue, United States Public
Documents , 1985
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Monthly Catalog of United States Government
Publications United States. Superintendent of Documents, 1985 February issue includes Appendix
entitled Directory of United States Government periodicals and subscription publications;
September issue includes List of depository libraries; June and December issues include semiannual
index



  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Statistics of Land-grant Colleges and
Universities United States. Office of Education, 1955
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Bulletin , 1955
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Bulletin United States. Office of Education, 1955
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Teachers of Children who are Blind Alice Virginia
Yeomans Scates, Earl Milton McWilliams, Earl William Anderson, Grace Stevens Wright, Jane
Franseth, Maury Weldon Thompson, Robert Lado, Romaine Prior Mackie, Seerley Reid, Anita
Carpenter, Anna M. Engel, Kenneth E. Brown, Lloyd M. Dunn, Annie Daugherty, 1955
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Forging Multilingual Spaces Christine Hélot,
Anne-Marie De Mejía, 2008 This book is the first to propose an integrated approach to the study of
bilingual education in minority and majority settings. Contributions from well-known scholars
working in eight different countries in Europe and the Americas show that it is possible to bridge the
gap between prestigious elite bilingualism and the bilingualism of minority communities and work
towards the construction of multilingual spaces.
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: The Practice of Foreign Language Teaching
Azamat Akbarov, 2015-10-05 The Practice of Foreign Language Teaching: Theories and Applications
is a collection of essays which will appeal to teachers of modern languages no matter the level of
instruction. The volume analyzes the concepts of foreign language education and multicultural
competence, including the notion of the intercultural speaker. It also discusses the ways in which
language education policy develops, by comparing the theories and purposes of foreign language
education. The essays collected here highlight the various different methods and approaches in
language teaching, and introduce more experienced teachers to new approaches and teaching ideas.
The book will also provide language instructors with the theoretical background and practical
solutions they need to decide which approaches, materials, and resources can and should be used in
their L2 classrooms.
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Encyclopedia of Bilingual Education Josue M.
Gonzalez, 2008-06-05 The book is arranged alphabetically from Academic English to Zelasko, Nancy.
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Bilingual Education United States. Congress.
Senate. Labor and Public Welfare, 1967
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Balancing Reading & Language Learning
Mary Cappellini, 2005 Combining the best classroom practices and research on teaching reading
and language acquisition, Mary Cappellini integrates effective reading instruction with effective
language instruction. Through the framework of a balanced reading program, she emphasizes the
importance of constantly listening for and assessing children's language and reading strategies
during read-aloud, shared reading, guided reading, and independent reading, including literature
circles.--BOOK JACKET.
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Pacesetters in Innovation United States. Office
of Education, 1968
  how to teach english to spanish speakers: Speaking American Zevi Gutfreund, 2019-03-07
When Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Bilingual Education Act of 1968, language learning became a
touchstone in the emerging culture wars. Nowhere was this more apparent than in Los Angeles,
where elected officials from both political parties had supported the legislation, and where the most
disruptive protests over it occurred. The city, with its diverse population of Latinos and Asian
Americans, is the ideal locus for Zevi Gutfreund’s study of how language instruction informed the
social construction of American citizenship. Combining the history of language instruction, school
desegregation, and civil rights activism as it unfolded in Japanese American and Mexican American
communities in L.A., this timely book clarifies the critical and evolving role of language instruction
in twentieth-century American politics. Speaking American reveals how, for generations, language
instruction offered a forum for Angelino educators to articulate their responses to policies that
racialized access to citizenship—from the “national origins” immigration quotas of the Progressive
Era through Congress’s removal of race from these quotas in 1965. Meanwhile, immigrant



communities designed language experiments to counter efforts to limit their liberties. Gutfreund’s
book is the first to place the experiences of Mexican Americans and Japanese Americans side by side
as they navigated debates over Americanization programs, intercultural education, school
desegregation, and bilingual education. In the process, the book shows, these language experiments
helped Angelino immigrants introduce competing concepts of citizenship that were tied to their
actions and deeds rather than to the English language itself. Complicating the usual top-down
approach to the history of racial politics in education, Speaking American recognizes the ways in
which immigrant and ethnic activists, as well as white progressives and conservatives, have been
deeply invested in controlling public and private aspects of language instruction in Los Angeles. The
book brings compelling analytic depth and breadth to its examination of the social and political
landscape in a city still at the epicenter of American immigration politics.
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