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a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man invites us to peer into the early life and formative
experiences of one of the most enigmatic and influential philosophers of the 20th century. Ludwig
Wittgenstein’s youth was a complex blend of intellectual brilliance, emotional turbulence, and a
relentless quest for meaning. Understanding this portrait helps illuminate how his early years shaped
his revolutionary ideas on language, logic, and philosophy.

The Early Life of Ludwig Wittgenstein: Setting the Stage

Born in 1889 into one of the wealthiest families in Vienna, Wittgenstein’s childhood was anything but
ordinary. His family was immersed in the cultural and intellectual vibrancy of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, surrounded by music, art, and philosophy. This environment was fertile ground for his curious
and analytical mind. However, the young Wittgenstein was also haunted by intense emotional
struggles, including feelings of alienation and existential angst, which would deeply influence his
philosophical outlook.

A Portrait of Wittgenstein as a Young Man: Intellectual
Beginnings

What stands out about Wittgenstein’s youth is his voracious appetite for knowledge. Unlike many of
his contemporaries, he showed an early fascination with mathematics and logic. This passion led him
from engineering studies in Berlin and Manchester to Cambridge, where he met Bertrand Russell, who
would become a mentor and an admirer of his intellectual prowess.

#### The Influence of Cambridge and Russell

At Cambridge, Wittgenstein was both a prodigy and a mystery. His approach to philosophy was
unorthodox and intense. He wasn’t interested in abstract theorizing for its own sake; instead, he
sought clarity and precision, aiming to solve deep problems about language and meaning. This period
was critical in the development of his first major work, the *Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus*, which
proposed a picture theory of language and reality.

Emotional Depth and Personal Struggles

A portrait of Wittgenstein as a young man would be incomplete without acknowledging his personal
battles. Despite his intellectual gifts, he grappled with profound self-doubt and emotional turmoil. His
letters and diaries reveal a sensitive individual struggling with issues of identity, purpose, and
morality. These struggles were not merely private but influenced his philosophical inquiries,
particularly his later focus on the limits of language and the ineffable aspects of human experience.



Wittgenstein’s Unique Approach to Philosophy

Unlike many philosophers who build long, systematic treatises, Wittgenstein’s early work was
succinct, often cryptic, and aimed at piercing through confusion. His youthful intensity is evident in
the way he approached problems — with a kind of moral seriousness and urgency that was rare
among his peers.

#### The Tractatus and Early Philosophy

The *Tractatus* stands as a testament to Wittgenstein’s youthful ambition. It aimed to delineate the
relationship between language and the world, suggesting that language functions as a logical picture
of reality. Wittgenstein’s early philosophy was marked by the belief that many philosophical problems
arise from misunderstandings of language.

A Portrait of Wittgenstein as a Young Man: Beyond Philosophy

Wittgenstein’s youth was not solely defined by academic pursuits. He was also deeply passionate
about art, music, and teaching. His love for music, particularly piano, was a lifelong passion that
offered him solace and inspiration. Moreover, after World War I, Wittgenstein famously took up roles
as a schoolteacher and gardener, demonstrating a humility and simplicity that contrasted sharply
with his intellectual fame.

The Impact of World War I on Wittgenstein’s Youth

The war years were a period of intense reflection and hardship for Wittgenstein. Serving as a soldier,
he was wounded several times and faced the brutal realities of conflict. This experience profoundly
affected his worldview, deepening his sense of responsibility and commitment to truth. It was during
this time that much of the *Tractatus* was written, often in the trenches and under difficult
conditions.

How a Portrait of Wittgenstein as a Young Man Inspires
Modern Thinkers

For contemporary readers and students of philosophy, exploring Wittgenstein’s early life offers
valuable insights into the intersection of personal experience and intellectual development. His story
encourages us to see philosophy not as an abstract or detached discipline but as a deeply human
endeavor, shaped by emotions, struggles, and the quest for meaning.

Lessons from Wittgenstein’s Youth for Aspiring Philosophers
and Thinkers

- **Embrace Intellectual Curiosity:** Wittgenstein’s journey shows how following one’s passion for



understanding can lead to groundbreaking ideas.
- **Value Emotional Honesty:** His openness about personal struggles reminds us that vulnerability
can coexist with intellectual rigor.
- **Seek Clarity in Communication:** Wittgenstein’s focus on language teaches the importance of
precision in thought and expression.
- **Balance Intensity with Humility:** Despite his genius, Wittgenstein lived simply and valued
practical work, a reminder that philosophy can be grounded in everyday life.

The Lasting Image: Wittgenstein’s Youth as a Source of
Inspiration

A portrait of Wittgenstein as a young man is not just a historical curiosity but a vivid reminder of the
complexities behind great minds. It challenges us to appreciate the interplay between brilliance and
fragility, ambition and humility. For those fascinated by philosophy, psychology, or history,
Wittgenstein’s early years offer a compelling narrative about the making of a thinker who forever
changed how we understand language and reality.

In reflecting on this portrait, one cannot help but admire the youthful Wittgenstein’s courage — to
question everything, to suffer for truth, and to pursue clarity in a world often clouded by confusion.
His legacy continues to inspire those who seek to unravel the mysteries of human thought and
communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Portrait of Wittgenstein as a Young Man' about?
'A Portrait of Wittgenstein as a Young Man' is a biographical play that explores the early life,
philosophical development, and personal struggles of Ludwig Wittgenstein, one of the 20th century's
most influential philosophers.

Who wrote 'A Portrait of Wittgenstein as a Young Man'?
The play was written by David Hare, a renowned British playwright known for his works on political
and philosophical themes.

When was 'A Portrait of Wittgenstein as a Young Man' first
performed?
The play premiered in 2001, receiving critical acclaim for its insightful portrayal of Wittgenstein's
formative years.

What themes are explored in 'A Portrait of Wittgenstein as a



Young Man'?
The play delves into themes such as the search for meaning, the nature of language and logic,
personal identity, and the challenges of intellectual and emotional growth.

How accurately does the play depict Ludwig Wittgenstein's
life?
'A Portrait of Wittgenstein as a Young Man' is considered a thoughtful and well-researched
interpretation that captures key moments and philosophical ideas from Wittgenstein's early life,
though it takes some artistic liberties for dramatic effect.

What is the significance of the title 'A Portrait of Wittgenstein
as a Young Man'?
The title suggests an intimate and nuanced exploration of Wittgenstein's youth, focusing on the
development of his character and ideas before he became a prominent philosopher.

Has 'A Portrait of Wittgenstein as a Young Man' been adapted
into other media?
While primarily known as a stage play, there have been readings and radio adaptations, but no major
film or television adaptations as of now.

Why is Ludwig Wittgenstein an important figure in
philosophy?
Wittgenstein revolutionized the philosophy of language and mind, with works like 'Tractatus Logico-
Philosophicus' and 'Philosophical Investigations' profoundly influencing analytic philosophy and
contemporary thought.

Additional Resources
**A Portrait of Wittgenstein as a Young Man: Exploring the Formative Years of a Philosophical Icon**

a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man reveals a complex and enigmatic figure whose
intellectual vigor and unique personality shaped the trajectory of twentieth-century philosophy.
Ludwig Wittgenstein’s early years, marked by intense introspection, rigorous education, and profound
existential questioning, offer critical insights into the development of one of the most influential
philosophers of language and logic.

This exploration delves into the formative period of Wittgenstein’s life, examining his background,
educational influences, and early philosophical endeavors. By investigating this portrait, readers gain
a clearer understanding of how Wittgenstein’s youth laid the foundation for his revolutionary ideas,
including those found in the *Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus* and later works.



Early Life and Intellectual Environment

Born in 1889 in Vienna into a wealthy and culturally prominent family, Ludwig Wittgenstein’s
upbringing was steeped in art, music, and science. His parents cultivated an environment that valued
intellectual achievement, which inevitably influenced his precocious nature. The young Wittgenstein
demonstrated an early fascination with mathematics and philosophy, areas that would dominate his
intellectual pursuits.

Vienna at the turn of the century was a hub of intellectual activity, with the Vienna Circle and other
philosophical groups challenging traditional thought. While Wittgenstein was not formally part of this
circle during his youth, the cultural milieu undoubtedly permeated his thinking. This early exposure to
diverse ideas helped shape his analytical rigor and philosophical skepticism.

Educational Path and Early Influences

Wittgenstein’s education was unconventional yet intensive. Initially studying engineering in Berlin and
Manchester, he became increasingly captivated by the foundations of mathematics and logic. His shift
from engineering to philosophy was fueled by his desire to understand the underpinnings of logic and
language, signaling a pivotal moment in his intellectual journey.

One cannot discuss a portrait of Wittgenstein as a young man without noting his mentorship under
Bertrand Russell at Cambridge. Russell recognized Wittgenstein’s extraordinary potential, and their
relationship became a critical catalyst for the young philosopher’s development. Russell’s emphasis
on analytic philosophy and logical clarity deeply influenced Wittgenstein’s early work, particularly his
approach in the *Tractatus*.

The Philosophical Emergence: Early Writings and Ideas

Wittgenstein’s early philosophical output, especially the *Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus*, is
emblematic of his youthful intellectual intensity. The work, completed in his late twenties, sought to
delineate the relationship between language, thought, and reality. It proposed that the structure of
language mirrors the structure of reality, a revolutionary idea that challenged prevailing philosophical
paradigms.

This period also reflects Wittgenstein’s characteristic style: concise, aphoristic, and paradoxical. His
insistence on clarity and precision contrasts with the often abstract and convoluted nature of
contemporary philosophy, highlighting his unique voice. The *Tractatus* became a foundational text
for logical positivism and analytic philosophy, illustrating how a portrait of Wittgenstein as a young
man is inseparable from his groundbreaking early contributions.

Personality Traits and Intellectual Temperament

Understanding Wittgenstein’s youth involves looking beyond his academic achievements to his
personality. Descriptions from contemporaries paint him as intense, sometimes abrasive, but deeply



committed to philosophical inquiry. His perfectionism and relentless self-criticism often led to periods
of isolation and existential doubt.

These traits, while challenging, fueled his innovative thinking. Wittgenstein’s refusal to accept easy
answers and his demand for intellectual rigor underscored his early philosophical methodology. The
tension between his social reticence and intense inner life is a recurring theme in biographical
accounts, underscoring the complexity of this young intellectual titan.

Comparative Perspectives: Wittgenstein and His
Contemporaries

In situating Wittgenstein among his peers, a portrait of Wittgenstein as a young man reveals both
convergence and divergence with other notable philosophers. Compared to Bertrand Russell’s more
measured and systematic approach, Wittgenstein’s early work is marked by radical brevity and a
focus on the limits of language itself.

Similarly, while the Vienna Circle embraced Wittgenstein’s *Tractatus* as a foundational text,
Wittgenstein himself later distanced from many of their positivist assumptions. This early tension
highlights the evolving nature of his thought and sets the stage for his later philosophical
transformations.

Pros and Cons of Wittgenstein’s Early Philosophy

Analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of Wittgenstein’s early philosophy provides a nuanced
understanding:

Pros: Introduced a new clarity to philosophical problems; emphasized the logical structure of
language; influenced a generation of analytic philosophers.

Cons: The *Tractatus*’s rigid framework was later seen as limiting; some critics argue it
oversimplifies the complexity of language use; Wittgenstein himself rejected parts of his early
work.

Such critiques demonstrate how a portrait of Wittgenstein as a young man must account for both the
brilliance and the limitations inherent in his initial philosophical contributions.

The Legacy of Wittgenstein’s Youth in Contemporary
Philosophy

The enduring impact of Wittgenstein’s early years extends well beyond his own lifetime. His early
focus on language’s logical structure laid the groundwork for numerous fields, including linguistics,



cognitive science, and computer science. Modern debates on semantics, meaning, and the philosophy
of mind often trace their roots back to the questions Wittgenstein raised as a young man.

Moreover, his personal journey—from a wealthy Vienna family to a Cambridge philosopher wrestling
with existential and logical puzzles—continues to inspire scholars and students alike. The portrait of
Wittgenstein as a young man serves as a reminder of how intellectual passion combined with rigorous
inquiry can challenge and reshape entire disciplines.

---

In exploring a portrait of Wittgenstein as a young man, one uncovers a multifaceted figure whose
early life and ideas remain central to understanding twentieth-century philosophy. His youthful
intensity, philosophical innovations, and complex personality collectively contribute to his lasting
influence, enriching the intellectual landscape for generations to come.

A Portrait Of Wittgenstein As A Young Man
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rework and reframe his philosophical thoughts. Thus his published work yields a glimpse of just a
small portion of Wittgenstein's philosophical thought-the portion that eventually appeared in print.
Yet for Wittgenstein, philosophy was an on-going activity, a process. Only in his dialog with the
philosophical community and in his private moments does Wittgenstein's philosophical practice fully
come to light. Those public and private occasions are collected here. In Private Occasions, co-editor
Alfred Nordmann presents Wittgenstein's diaries from the 1930s to an English audience for the first
time. They are accompanied by Wittgenstein's letters to and from friend Ludwig Hänsel. Together,
they reveal a great deal about Wittgenstein, who himself says The movement of thought in my
philosophizing should be discernible also in the history of my mind. In Public Occasions, James
Klagge collects Wittgenstein's papers and speeches, some newly published, from a number of
forums, including his lectures at Cambridge and his involvement with the Cambridge Moral Science
Club. Much of Wittgenstein's philosophical work came through, or in the form of, dialogs, making
these public encounters particularly valuable. The result of this collaboration, Ludwig Wittgenstein:
Public and Private Occasions, is a thorough look at the philosophy of one of the 20th century's
greatest thinkers that goes beyond a mere study of his published work.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Historical Dictionary of Wittgenstein's Philosophy
Duncan Richter, 2014-04-04 Ludwig Wittgenstein was the most influential, and arguably the
greatest, philosopher of the 20th century. This fact about his influence is not only a matter of how
much he influenced people but also of how many people he influenced. His early work was taken up
by some of the pioneers of analytical philosophy. His later work helped spawn another movement
within analytic philosophy, that of ordinary language philosophy (sometimes called Oxford
philosophy). He is also considered by some to be a key postmodern thinker, and an interest in his
work is a distinguishing feature of many post-analytical philosophers who seek to bridge the gap
between analytical and so-called continental philosophy. This second edition of Historical Dictionary
of Wittgenstein's Philosophy covers the history of this philosophy through a chronology, an
introductory essay, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 300
cross-referenced entries on every aspect of his work. This book is an excellent access point for
students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Wittgenstein’s philosophy.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Portraits of Wittgenstein F. A. Flowers, Ian
Ground, 2016-01-01 Portraits of Wittgenstein is a major collection of memoirs and reflections on one
of the most influential and yet elusive personalities in the history of modern philosophy, Ludwig
Wittgenstein. Featuring a wealth of illuminating and profound insights into Wittgenstein's
extraordinary life, this unique collection reveals Wittgenstein's character and power of personality
more vividly and comprehensively than ever before. With portraits from more than seventy-five
figures, Portraits of Wittgenstein brings together the personal recollections of philosophers,
students, friends and acquaintances, including Bertrand Russell, G. E. Moore, F. R. Leavis, A. J.
Ayer, Karl Popper, Friedrich von Hayek, G. H. von Wright, Rush Rhees, Freeman Dyson, G. E. M.
Anscombe, Iris Murdoch, Mary Midgley and Mary Warnock. These authors testify to the life-long
influence Wittgenstein had on the lives of those he met. Their fascinating memoirs, reflections and
commentaries, often at odds with each other, reveal Wittgenstein's kindness, and how much genuine
friendship meant to him, as well as his suffering and despair. They show too how the philosopher's
ruthless honesty and uncompromising integrity often resulted in stern advice and harsh rebukes to
friends and foes alike. Now revised and updated, Portraits of Wittgenstein includes new selections,
revised contributions, photographs and maps that provide historical context to Wittgenstein's
relationships with his intellectual and social circle. This collection of valuable and hard-to-find
material is an indispensable resource for scholars and students of the life and work of Ludwig
Wittgenstein.--
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Portraits of Wittgenstein F.A. Flowers III, Ian
Ground, 2015-10-22 Portraits of Wittgenstein is a major collection of memoirs and reflections on one
of the most influential and yet elusive personalities in the history of modern philosophy, Ludwig
Wittgenstein. Featuring a wealth of illuminating and profound insights into Wittgenstein's



extraordinary life, this unique collection reveals Wittgenstein's character and power of personality
more vividly and comprehensively than ever before. With portraits from more than seventy-five
figures, Portraits of Wittgenstein brings together the personal recollections of philosophers,
students, friends and acquaintances, including Bertrand Russell, G. E. Moore, F. R. Leavis, A. J.
Ayer, Karl Popper, Friedrich von Hayek, G. H. von Wright, Rush Rhees, Freeman Dyson, G. E. M.
Anscombe, Iris Murdoch, Mary Midgley and Mary Warnock. These authors testify to the life-long
influence Wittgenstein had on the lives of those he met. Their fascinating memoirs, reflections and
commentaries, often at odds with each other, reveal Wittgenstein's kindness, and how much genuine
friendship meant to him, as well as his suffering and despair. They show too how the philosopher's
ruthless honesty and uncompromising integrity often resulted in stern advice and harsh rebukes to
friends and foes alike. Now available in a single, revised and updated volume, Portraits of
Wittgenstein includes new selections, revised contributions, photographs, maps and introductory
overviews that provide historical context to Wittgenstein's relationships with his intellectual and
social circle. This collection of valuable and hard-to-find material is an indispensable resource for
scholars and students of the life and work of Ludwig Wittgenstein.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: The Cambridge Companion to Wittgenstein Hans
Sluga, David G. Stern, 2018 Updated edition of this important book, charting the development of
Wittgenstein's philosophy of the mind, language, logic, and mathematics.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: The Cambridge Companion to Wittgenstein Hans
D. Sluga, David G. Stern, 1996-10-28 The essays in this volume address central themes in
Wittgenstein's writings on the philosophy of mind, language, logic, and mathematics.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: A Companion to Wittgenstein on Education
Michael A. Peters, Jeff Stickney, 2017-05-03 This book, bringing together contributions by forty-five
authors from fourteen countries, represents mostly new material from both emerging and seasoned
scholars in the field of philosophy of education. Topics range widely both within and across the four
parts of the book: Wittgenstein’s biography and style as an educator and philosopher, illustrating the
pedagogical dimensions of his early and late philosophy; Wittgenstein’s thought and methods in
relation to other philosophers such as Cavell, Dewey, Foucault, Hegel and the Buddha; contrasting
investigations of training in relation to initiation into forms of life, emotions, mathematics and the
arts (dance, poetry, film, and drama), including questions from theory of mind (nativism vs. initiation
into social practices), neuroscience, primate studies, constructivism and relativity; and the role of
Wittgenstein’s philosophy in religious studies and moral philosophy, as well as their profound impact
on his own life. This collection explores Wittgenstein not so much as a philosopher who provides a
method for teaching or analyzing educational concepts but rather as one who approaches
philosophical questions from a pedagogical point of view. Wittgenstein’s philosophy is essentially
pedagogical: he provides pictures, drawings, analogies, similes, jokes, equations, dialogues with
himself, questions and wrong answers, experiments and so on, as a means of shifting our thinking,
or of helping us escape the pictures that hold us captive.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Wittgenstein in Exile James C. Klagge,
2014-01-10 A new way of looking at Wittgenstein: as an exile from an earlier cultural era. Ludwig
Wittgenstein's Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus (1922) and Philosophical Investigations (1953) are
among the most influential philosophical books of the twentieth century, and also among the most
perplexing. Wittgenstein warned again and again that he was not and would not be understood.
Moreover, Wittgenstein's work seems to have little relevance to the way philosophy is done today. In
Wittgenstein in Exile, James Klagge proposes a new way of looking at Wittgenstein—as an
exile—that helps make sense of this. Wittgenstein's exile was not, despite his wanderings from
Vienna to Cambridge to Norway to Ireland, strictly geographical; rather, Klagge argues,
Wittgenstein was never at home in the twentieth century. He was in exile from an earlier
era—Oswald Spengler's culture of the early nineteenth century. Klagge draws on the full range of
evidence, including Wittgenstein's published work, the complete Nachlaß, correspondence, lectures,
and conversations. He places Wittgenstein's work in a broad context, along a trajectory of thought



that includes Job, Goethe, and Dostoyevsky. Yet Klagge also writes from an analytic philosophical
perspective, discussing such topics as essentialism, private experience, relativism, causation, and
eliminativism. Once we see Wittgenstein's exile, Klagge argues, we will gain a better appreciation of
the difficulty of understanding Wittgenstein and his work.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Wittgenstein's Tractatus Peter M. Sullivan,
Michael Potter, 2013-02-28 These new studies of Wittgenstein's 'Tractatus' represent a significant
step beyond recent polemical debate. They cover a wide range of themes, and show that close
investigation into the composition of the work, and into the various influences on it, has much to
yield in revealing the complexity and fertility of Wittgenstein's early thought.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: A Companion to Wittgenstein Hans-Johann Glock,
John Hyman, 2025-09-22 A COMPANION TO WITTGENSTEIN The most comprehensive survey of
Wittgenstein's thought yet compiled, this volume of fifty newly commissioned essays by leading
interpreters of his philosophy is a keynote addition to the Blackwell Companions to Philosophy
series. Full of penetrating insights into the life and work of the most important philosopher of the
twentieth century, the collection explores the full range of Wittgenstein’s contribution to philosophy.
It includes essays on his intellectual development, his work in logic and mathematics, philosophy of
language, philosophy of mind and action, epistemology, ethics, philosophy of religion, and much
else. As well as examining Wittgenstein’s contribution to human understanding in detail, the
Companion features vital contextual analysis that traces the relationship between his ideas and
those of other philosophers and schools of thought, including the Aristotelian and continental
philosophical traditions. Authors also address prominent themes that remain current in today’s
philosophical debates, explaining Wittgenstein’s continuing legacy alongside his historical
significance. Essential reading for scholars of philosophy at all levels, A Companion to Wittgenstein
combines engaging commentary with unrivaled academic authority.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Wittgenstein on Music Eran Guter, 2024-04-11 In
this Element, the author set out to answer a twofold question concerning the importance of music to
Wittgenstein's philosophical progression and the otherness of this sort of philosophical importance
vis-...-vis philosophy of music as practiced today in the analytic tradition. The author starts with the
idea of making music together and with Wittgenstein's master simile of language-as-music. The
author traces these themes as they play out in Wittgenstein early, middle, and later periods. The
author argues that Wittgenstein's overarching reorientation of the concept of depth pertaining to
music in the aftermath of his anthropological turn, and against the backdrop of the outlook of
German Romanticism, culminates in his unique view of musical profundity as 'knowledge of people.'
This sets Wittgenstein's view in sharp contrast with certain convictions and debates that typify
current analytically inclined philosophy of music.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Wittgenstein, Language and Information:
"Back to the Rough Ground!" David Blair, 2006-05-16 “The more narrowly we examine language,
the sharper becomes the con?ict - tween it and our requirement. (For the crystalline purity of logic
was, of course, not a result of investigation; it was a requirement. ) The con?ict becomes intolerable;
the requirement is now in danger of becoming empty. —We have got onto slippery ice where there is
no friction and so in a certain sense the conditions are ideal, but also, just because of that, we are
unable to walk. We want to walk; so we need 1 friction. Back to the rough ground!” —Ludwig
Wittgenstein This manuscript consists of four related parts: a brief overview of Wittgenstein’s p-
losophy of language and its relevance to information systems; a detailed explanation of
Wittgenstein’s late philosophy of language and mind; an extended discussion of the re- vance of his
philosophy to understanding some of the problems inherent in information systems, especially those
systems which rely on retrieval based on some representation of the intellectual content of that
information. And, fourthly, a series of detailed footnotes which cite the sources of the numerous
quotations and provide some discussion of the related issues that the text inspires. The ?rst three of
these parts can each be read by itself with some pro?t, although they are related and do form a
conceptual whole.



  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Wittgenstein within the Philosophy of
Religion Thomas D. Carroll, 2014-07-08 The commonly held view that Wittgensteinian philosophy of
religion is fideistic loses plausibility when contrasted with recent scholarship on Wittgenstein's
corpus and biography. This book reevaluates the place of Wittgenstein in the philosophy of religion
and charts a path forward for the subfield by advancing three themes.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Wittgenstein's Lasting Significance Max Kölbel,
Bernhard Weiss, 2004-08-02 Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1951) has exerted a more powerful
influence on current philosophy than any other twentieth-century thinker. Twelve contemporary
philosophers explore the nature of this influence and why it has proved so enduring.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Modernist Fiction and Vagueness Megan
Quigley, 2015-02-02 Modernist Fiction and Vagueness examines the development of the modernist
novel in relation to changing approaches to philosophy. It argues that the puzzle of vagueness
challenged the great thinkers of the early twentieth century and led to dramatic changes in both
fiction and philosophy. Building on recent interest in the connections among analytic philosophy,
pragmatism, and modern literature, this book posits that literary vagueness should be read as a
defining quality of modernist fiction.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Wittgenstein Judith Genova, 2016-04-29 In
Wittgenstein's Way of Seeing, Judith Genova provides a an illuminating introduction to two
surprisingly neglected aspects of his work: his conception of philosophy and his search for a style to
embody his revolutionary practice. Genova examines the nuances, contours, and texture of logical
twists of language. She elucidates Wittgenstein's reliance on the work of Kant and Freud, and
presents how words are acts for Wittgenstein.
  a portrait of wittgenstein as a young man: Living in Words Garry L. Hagberg, 2023 Garry
Hagberg investigates the role that literature plays in the constitution of a human being, and the
connection between the language we see at work in imaginative fiction and the language we develop
to describe ourselves. He asks whether self-descriptive or autobiographical language itself plays an
active role in shaping our identities.
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