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Livy the Rise of Rome: Exploring the Epic Chronicle of Rome’s Origins

livy the rise of rome is a phrase that instantly transports history enthusiasts to the
legendary beginnings of one of the greatest civilizations in the world. Titus Livius,
commonly known as Livy, was a Roman historian whose monumental work, *Ab Urbe
Condita* ("From the Founding of the City"), chronicles the foundation and expansion of
Rome from its mythical inception through the early Republic. His writings provide a rich
tapestry of Rome’s rise, blending myth, legend, and historical narrative in a way that
continues to captivate scholars, students, and casual readers alike.

In this article, we’ll delve deep into Livy’s portrayal of Rome’s ascent, examining his
historical context, narrative style, and the enduring impact of his work on our
understanding of Roman history.

The Historical Context of Livy and His Magnum
Opus

Livy lived during a transformative period in Roman history, born in 59 BCE and dying
around 17 CE. This era witnessed the transition from Republic to Empire, a time rife with
political upheaval and societal changes. It is within this backdrop that Livy undertook his
colossal project: to document Rome’s history from its mythical origins to his contemporary
age.

Why Livy’s Account Matters

Unlike modern historians, Livy’s approach was not purely analytical or critical. Instead, he
aimed to inspire his contemporaries by recounting Rome’s glorious past, emphasizing
moral lessons and virtues such as courage, patriotism, and justice. His work was part
history, part moral guide, and part nationalistic epic, designed to remind Romans of their
heritage and values during a period of uncertainty.

His narrative spans 142 books, though only 35 have survived in full or partial form.
Despite gaps, what remains offers invaluable insights into Rome’s early days, especially
the legendary stories of Romulus and Remus, the foundation myths, and the Republic’s
formative conflicts.

Livy the Rise of Rome: Key Themes and Stories

Livy’s *Ab Urbe Condita* is rich with dramatic episodes, heroic figures, and moral
exempla. The rise of Rome, as depicted by Livy, is not a mere historical record but a



compelling saga filled with lessons on leadership, loyalty, and the consequences of moral
decay.

The Founding Myths: Romulus and Remus

One of the most famous parts of Livy’s narrative is the story of Romulus and Remus—the
twin brothers abandoned and raised by a she-wolf, who later become central figures in
Rome’s foundation. Livy recounts how Romulus eventually kills Remus and establishes the
city named after himself. This tale is more than mythology; it symbolizes themes of
conflict, survival, and the origins of Roman identity.

The Early Kings and the Establishment of Rome

Following the foundation myth, Livy describes the reigns of Rome’s early kings, blending
history with legend. He highlights figures like Numa Pompilius, credited with founding
Roman religious institutions, and Tullus Hostilius, known for military expansion. These
stories illustrate how Rome evolved from a small settlement to a structured kingdom,
setting the stage for the Republic.

The Transition to the Republic

Livy places great emphasis on the overthrow of the monarchy and the establishment of the
Roman Republic. This transition marks a critical turning point in Roman history and is
portrayed as a victory for freedom and the rule of law. Livy’s detailed accounts of early
Republic struggles, including conflicts between patricians and plebeians, provide insight
into Rome’s political development.

Livy’s Writing Style and Historical Approach

Understanding Livy’s style helps us appreciate the unique way he blends fact, legend, and
moral instruction.

A Narrative Rich in Drama and Moral Lessons

Livy’s history is not a dry chronicle of events. His prose is vivid and engaging, often
dramatic, designed to draw readers into the story. He frequently pauses to reflect on
moral qualities, praising virtues like bravery and condemning vices such as greed and
corruption. This approach made his work popular in antiquity and remains compelling
today.



Challenges of Historical Accuracy

Modern historians recognize that Livy’s accounts sometimes blur the lines between myth
and fact. His reliance on earlier sources, oral traditions, and sometimes patriotic
embellishment means that his history is not always reliable by contemporary standards.
Nonetheless, his work preserves invaluable traces of Rome’s early traditions and collective
memory.

The Enduring Legacy of Livy the Rise of Rome

Livy’s influence extends far beyond his own time. His vivid storytelling shaped not only
Roman identity but also how subsequent generations viewed Rome’s origins and values.

Influence on Later Historiography and Literature

Many later historians and writers drew inspiration from Livy’s work, adopting his themes
and style. Renaissance humanists, for example, revered Livy for his moral insights and
narrative flair, influencing political thought and literature. His tales of Roman virtue and
vice continue to resonate in modern studies of leadership and ethics.

Why Study Livy Today?

For anyone interested in ancient Rome, Livy offers an indispensable window into the city’s
early history and mythology. His work encourages readers to consider how history is told
and remembered, reminding us that the stories we inherit shape our cultural and national
identities.

Moreover, Livy’s emphasis on moral lessons intertwined with history offers timeless
reflections on human nature, governance, and society—topics that remain relevant across
centuries.

Tips for Reading Livy: Making the Most of His
History

If you’re venturing into Livy’s *Ab Urbe Condita*, here are a few pointers to enrich your
experience:

Contextualize the myths: Understand that the early books mix legend with history,
so approach them as cultural narratives rather than strict facts.



Focus on themes: Look for recurring ideas like virtue, civic duty, and the dangers
of moral decline, which offer insights into Roman values.

Use modern commentaries: Many editions of Livy include scholarly notes that
clarify historical details and highlight sources.

Compare with other sources: Cross-referencing Livy with other ancient historians
like Polybius or Dionysius of Halicarnassus can provide a fuller picture of Rome’s
rise.

Exploring Livy the rise of Rome is not just an academic exercise; it’s an immersive journey
into the heart of Roman culture and the timeless stories that helped shape Western
civilization.

As you dive into Livy’s epic narrative, you’ll find yourself transported to a world where
myth and history intertwine, offering lessons that echo through the ages. Whether you’re a
history buff, a student, or simply curious about the origins of Rome, Livy’s work remains a
vibrant and invaluable resource for understanding the rise of one of history’s most
influential cities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Livy and why is he significant in Roman
history?
Livy was a Roman historian who lived during the first century BCE. He is significant for
his extensive work 'Ab Urbe Condita,' which chronicles the history of Rome from its
legendary founding through the early Roman Empire, providing valuable insights into
Rome's rise.

What is the main focus of Livy's 'The Rise of Rome'?
Livy's 'The Rise of Rome' primarily focuses on the foundation and early history of Rome,
covering the city's legendary origins, the monarchy, the establishment of the Republic,
and Rome’s early expansion and conflicts.

How reliable is Livy's account of Rome's early history?
While Livy's work is invaluable for understanding Roman culture and identity, his early
history includes legendary and mythological elements. Modern historians often cross-
reference his accounts with archaeological evidence and other sources to assess accuracy.

What themes does Livy emphasize in 'The Rise of



Rome'?
Livy emphasizes themes such as Roman virtues (like courage, discipline, and patriotism),
the importance of moral integrity, the role of fate and divine intervention, and the
exemplary deeds of Rome's founders and early leaders.

How does Livy's narrative style contribute to the
popularity of 'The Rise of Rome'?
Livy’s narrative style is engaging and dramatic, blending historical facts with storytelling
techniques that highlight moral lessons and heroic deeds, making his history accessible
and appealing to a broad audience both in ancient times and today.

What impact did Livy's 'The Rise of Rome' have on later
historical writing?
Livy's work influenced later historians and writers by setting a precedent for
comprehensive national histories that combine factual recording with moral and cultural
interpretation, shaping the way Roman history was understood and taught for centuries.

Are there modern translations or adaptations of Livy's
'The Rise of Rome'?
Yes, there are numerous modern translations and adaptations of Livy's works available in
various languages. These often include scholarly commentary and analysis, making Livy's
history more accessible to contemporary readers and students of Roman history.

Additional Resources
**Livy The Rise of Rome: An In-Depth Exploration of Rome’s Foundational History**

livy the rise of rome stands as one of the seminal works in the canon of ancient
historiography, offering an exhaustive narrative of Rome’s transformation from a small
settlement into a formidable empire. Authored by the Roman historian Titus Livius,
commonly known as Livy, this monumental work not only chronicles historical events but
also provides profound insights into Roman values, cultural identity, and political ideology.
In this article, we explore the significance of Livy’s contributions, the structure and
content of his magnum opus, and its lasting impact on the study of Roman history.

Understanding Livy and His Historical Context

Livy lived during the late Roman Republic and the early years of the Roman Empire, a
period marked by political upheaval, civil wars, and the eventual establishment of imperial
rule under Augustus. Writing in the late first century BCE and early first century CE, Livy
sought to document Rome’s origins and early history at a time when the city was asserting



its dominance over the Mediterranean world.

His work, often referred to simply as *Ab Urbe Condita* ("From the Founding of the City"),
originally spanned 142 books, although only 35 survive in entirety today. Livy’s narrative
begins with Rome’s mythical founding in 753 BCE and extends to the reign of Augustus.
Through this extensive chronicle, Livy aimed to inspire his contemporaries by recalling the
virtues and struggles of Rome’s ancestors.

The Historical Scope of Livy’s Work

Livy’s *The Rise of Rome* covers a broad timeline, including:

The legendary foundation myths involving Romulus and Remus.

The early monarchy period and the transition to the Roman Republic.

Key conflicts such as the Roman wars with neighboring tribes including the
Etruscans and Samnites.

The Punic Wars between Rome and Carthage, pivotal in establishing Rome’s
supremacy in the Mediterranean.

The internal political struggles and social reforms within the Republic.

By compiling this extensive history, Livy provided a comprehensive framework for
understanding Rome’s political evolution and military conquests.

Features and Themes in Livy The Rise of Rome

Unlike modern historians who prioritize empirical evidence and critical analysis, Livy’s
approach was deeply intertwined with moral and patriotic objectives. His narrative style
combines storytelling with didactic elements, aiming to instill Roman virtues such as
*pietas* (duty), *virtus* (courage), and *fides* (faithfulness).

Moralizing History and Roman Identity

Livy’s portrayal of Rome’s rise is not merely a factual recounting but also a reflection on
the qualities that he believed made Rome great. He often contrasts Rome’s early virtues
with the perceived moral decline of his own times, implicitly encouraging a return to
traditional values.

This moralizing aspect is evident in his depiction of legendary figures such as Horatius



Cocles and Cincinnatus, whose self-sacrifice and leadership embody Livy’s ideal Roman
character. These stories served to reinforce a collective identity rooted in honor,
discipline, and sacrifice for the common good.

Use of Myth and Legend

Livy embraces Rome’s foundation myths, including the tale of Romulus and Remus and the
story of Aeneas, blending historical events with legendary narratives. While modern
scholarship often separates myth from fact, Livy’s integration of these elements reflects
the ancient worldview and the importance of mythology in shaping Rome’s self-
conception.

Though this inclusion of myth limits the work’s strict historical accuracy from a
contemporary perspective, it enriches the cultural and symbolic dimensions of Rome’s
rise.

Comparing Livy with Other Roman Historians

To fully appreciate the significance of *livy the rise of rome*, it is useful to consider how
Livy’s approach compares with other Roman historians such as Polybius, Tacitus, and
Sallust.

Polybius: A Greek historian who focused on the Roman Republic’s political and
military institutions with a more analytical and empirical approach. Polybius
emphasized causality and systemic analysis over moralizing narratives.

Tacitus: Writing later than Livy, Tacitus offered a more critical and often cynical
perspective on imperial Rome, focusing on the corruption and tyranny of emperors
rather than Rome’s foundational virtues.

Sallust: Known for his sharp political commentary, Sallust emphasized the decline of
Roman morals and the dangers of ambition and corruption.

Livy’s work is therefore distinctive for its narrative richness and patriotic tone, serving as
both history and cultural mythmaking.

Strengths and Limitations of Livy’s Account

Livy’s *The Rise of Rome* is invaluable for its breadth and literary quality but is not
without limitations:



Strengths:1.

Comprehensive scope covering centuries of Roman history.

Engaging narrative that captures the imagination and moral ethos of Rome.

Preservation of many early Roman legends and traditions lost elsewhere.

Limitations:2.

Reliance on oral tradition and earlier annalistic sources of varying reliability.

Inclusion of mythical and legendary material that complicates factual accuracy.

Occasional partisan bias reflecting Livy’s Augustan political context.

Despite these issues, Livy remains a cornerstone for understanding Rome’s formative
centuries.

The Enduring Legacy of Livy The Rise of Rome

The influence of Livy’s work extends far beyond antiquity. Renaissance humanists revived
his texts to study classical virtues, and his narratives have inspired countless writers,
historians, and political thinkers. The themes of leadership, civic duty, and the rise and fall
of states continue to resonate in modern historical discourse.

In academic circles, Livy’s *The Rise of Rome* serves as a foundational source for
reconstructing Roman history before the Imperial period, often complemented by
archaeology and other literary sources. His work exemplifies how history can function as
both a record and a cultural artifact.

By weaving together myth, history, and moral reflection, Livy created a compelling
account of Rome’s ascent—a narrative that remains essential for anyone seeking to grasp
the complexities of Rome’s early centuries and the enduring legacy of one of history’s
greatest civilizations.

Livy The Rise Of Rome
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  livy the rise of rome: The Rise of Rome : Books One to Five Livy, 1998-10-01 Romulus and
Remus, the rape of Lucretia, Horatius at the bridge, the saga of Coriolanus, Cincinnatus called from
his farm to save the state -- these and many more are stories which, immortalized by Livy in his
history of early Rome, have become part of our cultural heritage. This new annotated translation
includes maps and an index and is based on R. M Ogilvie's Oxford Classical text, the best to date. -
;`the fates ordained the founding of this great city and the beginning of the world's mightiest
empire, second only to the power of the gods' Romulus and Remus, the rape of Lucretia, Horatius at
the bridge, the saga of Coriolanus, Cincinnatus called from his farm to save the state - these and
many more are stories which, immortalised by Livy in his history of early Rome, have become part of
our cultural heritage. The historian's huge work, written between 20 BC and AD 17, ran to 12 books,
beginning with Rome's founding in 753 BC and coming down to Livy's own lifetime (9 BC). Books 1-5
cover the period from Rome's beginnings to her first great foreign conquest, the capture of the
Etruscan city of Veii and, a few years later, to her first major defeat, the sack of the city by the Gauls
in 390 BC. -
  livy the rise of rome: The History of Rome Livy, 1879
  livy the rise of rome: The History of Rome (Vol. 1-4) Livy, 2023-12-15 Livy's The History of
Rome (Volumes 1-4) offers a sweeping narrative that chronicles the rise and fall of Rome from its
legendary foundation through the early republic. Written in a rich, eloquent Latin prose, Livy's work
is characterized by its moral reflection and engaging storytelling, drawing on both historical and
mythological elements. His vivid descriptions and detailed accounts invite readers into the heart of
Roman civilization, providing insights into its political, social, and military evolution while situating
the narrative within the broader framework of Mediterranean history and Roman values. Titus
Livius, known as Livy, was born in 59 BCE in Patavium (modern Padua, Italy). His life coincided with
the turbulent transition from the Roman Republic to the Empire, experiences that profoundly
influenced his perspective. Writing during the reign of Emperor Augustus, Livy sought to instill a
sense of Roman identity and virtue amidst the backdrop of political upheaval, reflecting both
nostalgia for the Republic's values and an understanding of contemporary shifts. This monumental
work is essential for readers interested in classical history and the foundations of Western
civilization. Livy's eloquent prose and keen analytical insights not only entertain but also provoke
deep reflections on human nature and governance. The History of Rome remains a vital source for
scholars and enthusiasts alike, illuminating the struggles and triumphs of one of history's greatest
civilizations.
  livy the rise of rome: Livy's History of Rome, Book V. With notes and translation by C.
Colbeck, etc Livy, 1870
  livy the rise of rome: Complete Works of Livy. History of Rome. Illustrated Livy, 2021-09-16
Livy wrote a monumental history of Rome and the Roman people, titled Ab Urbe Condita, ''From the
Founding of the City''. Seneca the Younger gives brief mention that he was also known as an orator
and philosopher and had written some treatises in those fields from a historical point of view. Livy
also produced other works, including an essay in the form of a letter to his son, and numerous
dialogues, most likely modelled on similar works by Cicero.
  livy the rise of rome: History of Rome Livy, 1989 Annotation Livy (Titus Livius), the great
Roman historian, was born at or near Patavium (Padua) in 64 or 59 BCE; he may have lived mostly in
Rome but died at Patavium, in 12 or 17 CE. Livy's only extant work is part of his history of Rome
from the foundation of the city to 9 BCE. Of its 142 books, we have just 35, and short summaries of
all the rest except two. The whole work was, long after his death, divided into Decades or series of
ten. Books 1Â-10 we have entire; books 11Â-20 are lost; books 21Â-45 are entire, except parts of 41
and 43Â-45. Of the rest only fragments and the summaries remain. In splendid style Livy, a man of
wide sympathies and proud of Rome's past, presented an uncritical but clear and living narrative of
the rise of Rome to greatness. The Loeb Classical Library edition of Livy is in fourteen volumes. The
last volume includes a comprehensive index.



  livy the rise of rome: THE HISTORY OF ROME (Complete Edition in 4 Volumes) Livy,
2023-12-01 In The History of Rome, Livy presents a monumental narrative that chronicles the rise
and fall of the Roman Republic, blending historical fact with rich, rhetorical storytelling. This
complete edition in four volumes captures Livy's distinctive literary style, characterized by its
eloquent prose and vivid characterizations, reflecting the socio-political ethos of ancient Rome.
Spanning from its mythical origins to the early days of the Empire, Livy's work not only serves as a
historical account but also as a moral commentary on the virtues and vices that shaped Roman
civilization, offering insight into themes of fate, moral decay, and the ethos of a republic facing
internal and external challenges. Titus Livius, known as Livy, was a Roman historian born in 59 BC
whose experiences in a turbulent political landscape profoundly influenced his writing. His
dedication to preserving Roman history stemmed from a desire to imbue future generations with an
understanding and appreciation of Rome's glorious past, amidst a world marked by turmoil and
decadence. Livy's meticulous research and philosophical reflections position his work as a
foundational text in the study of Roman history and civilization, exemplifying his quest for moral
exemplarity in societal governance. The History of Rome is highly recommended for readers
interested in understanding the complexities of Roman history and its enduring legacy. Livy's
engaging narrative not only enlightens readers about ancient Rome but also invites contemplation
on contemporary issues regarding governance, ethics, and civic duty. This comprehensive work
remains an essential scholarship for both enthusiasts and serious historians alike. In this enriched
edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive
Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The
Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body
of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents,
cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers
an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas
without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic
hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's
strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message,
inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. -
Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as
touchstones for the collection's central themes.
  livy the rise of rome: Livy's History of Rome, book 22, with Engl. notes and tr., by a
graduate Titus Livius, 1862
  livy the rise of rome: Livy's History of Rome Livy, 2015-09-19 This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as
possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these
works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in
the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  livy the rise of rome: The History of Rome, Books I-VIII (Dodo Press) Titus Livius, 2009-01
Titus Livius (59 BC-AD 17), known as Livy in English, was a Roman historian who wrote a
monumental history of Rome, Ab Urbe Condita, from its founding (traditionally dated to 753 BC)
through the reign of Augustus in Livy's own time. The title of his most famous work, Ab Urbe
Condita (From the Founding of the City), expresses the scope and magnitude of Livy's undertaking.
He wrote in a mixture of annual chronology and narrative. Livy claims that lack of historical data



prior to the sacking of Rome in 387 BC by the Gauls made his task more difficult. He wrote the
majority of his works during the reign of Augustus. However, he is often identified with an
attachment to the Roman Republic and a desire for its restoration. His writing style was poetic and
archaic in contrast to Caesar's and Cicero's styles. Also, he often wrote from the Romans' opponent's
point of view in order to accent the Romans' virtues in their conquest of Italy and the
Mediterranean.
  livy the rise of rome: The History of Rome, Books 01 To 08 Livy, 2016-01-20 Livy was a 1st
century Roman who's best known for writing one of the greatest histories of the Roman Empire ever,
and perhaps the most important contemporary one. His History of Rome continues to be widely read
today.
  livy the rise of rome: Livy's History of Rome Livy, 2022-10-27 This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations.
Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work
is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  livy the rise of rome: The fifth, sixth and seventh books of Livy's History of Rome, a tr.,
with intr., summary and notes by a first-classman Titus Livius, 1879
  livy the rise of rome: The Rise of Rome Kathryn Lomas, 2018-02-26 By the third century BC,
the once-modest settlement of Rome had conquered most of Italy and was poised to build an empire
throughout the Mediterranean basin. What transformed a humble city into the preeminent power of
the region? In The Rise of Rome, the historian and archaeologist Kathryn Lomas reconstructs the
diplomatic ploys, political stratagems, and cultural exchanges whereby Rome established itself as a
dominant player in a region already brimming with competitors. The Latin world, she argues, was
not so much subjugated by Rome as unified by it. This new type of society that emerged from Rome’s
conquest and unification of Italy would serve as a political model for centuries to come. Archaic Italy
was home to a vast range of ethnic communities, each with its own language and customs. Some
such as the Etruscans, and later the Samnites, were major rivals of Rome. From the late Iron Age
onward, these groups interacted in increasingly dynamic ways within Italy and beyond, expanding
trade and influencing religion, dress, architecture, weaponry, and government throughout the
region. Rome manipulated preexisting social and political structures in the conquered territories
with great care, extending strategic invitations to citizenship and thereby allowing a degree of local
independence while also fostering a sense of imperial belonging. In the story of Rome’s rise, Lomas
identifies nascent political structures that unified the empire’s diverse populations, and finds the
beginnings of Italian peoplehood.
  livy the rise of rome: History of Rome Livy, Julius Obsequens, Livy (Titus Livius, 64 or 59
BC-AD 12 or 17), the great Roman historian, presents a vivid narrative of Rome's rise from the
traditional foundation of the city in 753 or 751 BC to 9 BC and illustrates the collective and
individual virtues necessary to maintain such greatness. Livy (Titus Livius), the great Roman
historian, was born at Patavium (Padua) in 64 or 59 BC, where after years in Rome he died in AD 12
or 17. Livy's history, composed as the imperial autocracy of Augustus was replacing the republican
system that had stood for over 500 years, presents in splendid style a vivid narrative of Rome's rise
from the traditional foundation of the city in 753 or 751 BC to 9 BC and illustrates the collective and
individual virtues necessary to achieve and maintain such greatness. Of its 142 books,
conventionally divided into pentads and decads, we have 1-10 and 21-45 complete, and short
summaries (periochae) of all the rest except 41 and 43-45; 11-20 are lost, and of the rest only
fragments and the summaries remain. The fourth decad comprises two recognizable pentads: Books
31-35 narrate the Second Macedonian War (200-196) and its aftermath, then Books 36-40 the years
from 191 to 180, when Rome crushed and shrank Antiochus' empire to extend and consolidate her



mastery over the Hellenistic states. The Loeb Classical Library edition of Livy is in fourteen volumes.
The last volume includes a comprehensive index.
  livy the rise of rome: History of Rome Livy, Frank Gardner Moore, 1989-07 Livy (Titus Livius),
the great Roman historian, was born at or near Patavium (Padua) in 64 or 59 BCE; he may have lived
mostly in Rome but died at Patavium, in 12 or 17 CE. Livy's only extant work is part of his history of
Rome from the foundation of the city to 9 BCE. Of its 142 books, we have just 35, and short
summaries of all the rest except two. The whole work was, long after his death, divided into Decades
or series of ten. Books 1?10 we have entire; books 11?20 are lost; books 21?45 are entire, except
parts of 41 and 43?45. Of the rest only fragments and the summaries remain. In splendid style Livy,
a man of wide sympathies and proud of Rome's past, presented an uncritical but clear and living
narrative of the rise of Rome to greatness. The Loeb Classical Library edition of Livy is in fourteen
volumes. The last volume includes a comprehensive index.
  livy the rise of rome: The Mediterranean Sea From Alexander To The Rise Of Rome Mark
Luttenberger, 2022-05-25 This book is designed to describe the environmental, political,
socioeconomic, and military life of the inhabitants that surrounded the Mediterranean Sea from the
fourth through the second centuries BC. This story relates the complex dynamic interrelationships
among the people and states of the Mediterranean basin. The book explores the greater
Mediterranean world that stretched from India to Spain. It begins with a review of some of the
geographical, environmental, and structural characteristics of the Mediterranean basin. The balance
of the book then proceeds to trace the political, military, and economic development of this region.
We review the rise of Macedon under Philip II through the conquests of Alexander the Great. In the
eastern basin, the development and conflicts of the Hellenistic kingdoms of the Ptolemaic, Seleucid,
and Antigonid dynasties are then traced. We then turn the page and discuss the rise of Carthage and
Rome as republics in the western basin. Next, the conflict between these two powers is analyzed
which leaves Rome supreme in the west. The next chapters narrate the struggle between Rome and
the Hellenistic kingdoms for dominance in the east. The book concludes with Roman supremacy
established throughout the Mediterranean by the end of the second century. From the apex
conqueror of antiquity Alexander the Great, we conclude with the establishment of the apex empire
that was Rome.
  livy the rise of rome: Livy's History of Rome Livy, 1901
  livy the rise of rome: History of Rome Livy, Julius Obsequens, 2014 Livy (Titus Livius, 64 or
59 BC-AD 12 or 17), the great Roman historian, presents a vivid narrative of Rome's rise from the
traditional foundation of the city in 753 or 751 BC to 9 BC and illustrates the collective and
individual virtues necessary to maintain such greatness. Livy (Titus Livius), the great Roman
historian, was born at Patavium (Padua) in 64 or 59 BC where after years in Rome he died in AD 12
or 17. Livy's history, composed as the imperial autocracy of Augustus was replacing the republican
system that had stood for over 500 years, presents in splendid style a vivid narrative of Rome's rise
from the traditional foundation of the city in 753 or 751 BC to 9 BC and illustrates the collective and
individual virtues necessary to achieve and maintain such greatness. Of its 142 books,
conventionally divided into pentads and decads, we have 1-10 and 21-45 complete, and short
summaries (periochae) of all the rest except 41 and 43-45; 11-20 are lost, and of the rest only
fragments and the summaries remain. The fourth decad comprises two recognizable pentads: Books
31-35 narrate the Second Macedonian War (200-196) and its aftermath, and Books 36-40 cover the
years from 191 to 180, when Rome crushed and shrank Antiochus' empire to extend and consolidate
its mastery over the Hellenistic states.
  livy the rise of rome: Historiography Ernst Breisach, 2008-09-15 In this pioneering work,
Ernst Breisach presents an effective, well-organized, and concise account of the development of
historiography in Western culture. Neither a handbook nor an encyclopedia, this up-to-date third
edition narrates and interprets the development of historiography from its origins in Greek poetry to
the present, with compelling sections on postmodernism, deconstructionism, African-American
history, women’s history, microhistory, the Historikerstreit, cultural history, and more. The definitive



look at the writing of history by a historian, Historiography provides key insights into some of the
most important issues, debates and innovations in modern historiography. Praise for the first
edition: “Breisach’s comprehensive coverage of the subject and his clear presentation of the issues
and the complexity of an evolving discipline easily make his work the best of its kind.”—Lester D.
Stephens, American Historical Review
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