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geoffrey miller the mating mind is a fascinating topic that delves into how
human intelligence, creativity, and culture may have evolved not just for
survival but as a product of sexual selection. Geoffrey Miller, an
evolutionary psychologist, offers a compelling argument in his groundbreaking
book *The Mating Mind*, where he suggests that many of our most distinctive
human traits—such as art, humor, language, and intelligence—developed as
mental fitness indicators to attract mates. This idea reshapes how we
understand human evolution, highlighting the role of mate choice as a
powerful force shaping our minds.

The Core Thesis of Geoffrey Miller’s The Mating
Mind

At its heart, Geoffrey Miller’s *The Mating Mind* puts forward the concept
that human cognitive abilities didn’t just evolve because they helped us
survive environmental challenges. Instead, they evolved significantly because
they helped individuals display their genetic quality to potential mates. In
other words, traits like wit, creativity, storytelling, and even moral
virtues acted as signals of fitness—much like a peacock’s tail signals health
and vitality.

This idea is rooted in the theory of sexual selection, first proposed by
Charles Darwin, which explains how certain traits evolve because they improve
an organism’s chances of reproducing rather than surviving. Miller builds on
this by showing how the complex human mind functions as a kind of “courtship
display,” where intelligence and creativity serve as attractive qualities
that potential partners look for.

Human Intelligence as a Fitness Indicator

Miller argues that intelligence is a form of costly signaling. Just as a
peacock’s extravagant tail requires energy to grow and maintain, displaying
intelligence requires a significant investment of time and resources. Being
smart, funny, or artistically talented is not just useful for problem-
solving—it also broadcasts an individual’s genetic quality, creativity, and
overall health.

This perspective helps explain why humans have developed such unique
cognitive abilities compared to other animals. Our minds are not just
survival machines; they are also tools for impressing others in a social and



reproductive context. Intelligence, language skills, and humor become ways to
outcompete rivals and attract high-quality mates.

The Role of Creativity in Human Evolution
According to Geoffrey Miller

Creativity is a central theme in *The Mating Mind*. Miller suggests that
artistic expression—whether through music, painting, storytelling, or
dance—is a way to signal intelligence and emotional sensitivity. These
creative behaviors are costly to produce and require a complex brain, making
them reliable indicators of fitness.

Art and Music as Sexual Displays

One of the most intriguing insights from Miller’s work is the idea that art
and music evolved primarily for sexual selection. Unlike simple survival
tools, these forms of expression don’t have an immediate practical use, but
they do play a significant role in attracting mates. The ability to create
beautiful music or compelling stories demonstrates cognitive prowess and
emotional depth, qualities that are appealing in a mate.

Anthropological evidence supports this view: early humans invested a lot of
time and effort in producing art and music, often in social settings where
potential mates were present. This suggests that these behaviors functioned
as mating rituals as much as cultural practices.

Language and Humor as Mating Signals

Language and humor are other crucial elements Miller highlights. The ability
to use language creatively and make others laugh requires quick thinking and
social intelligence, signaling a well-developed mind. Through witty banter or
storytelling, individuals can showcase their mental agility, making
themselves more attractive partners.

Humor, in particular, is a fascinating trait because it involves
understanding others’ perspectives, timing, and emotional sensitivity. It’s
no surprise that studies often find humor to be one of the most valued
qualities in romantic partners.

Implications of The Mating Mind on Modern



Relationships

Understanding Geoffrey Miller’s ideas can offer fresh perspectives on how we
approach relationships and attraction today. If intelligence and creativity
evolved as sexual signals, this suggests that qualities like humor,
originality, and verbal skill continue to play a vital role in human mating
behavior.

Why Intelligence and Creativity Matter in Dating

In the modern dating scene, the traits Miller describes are still highly
valued. People often seek partners who are not only physically attractive but
also mentally stimulating. Conversations that showcase wit, cultural
knowledge, and creativity can spark attraction and foster deeper connections.

This aligns with the idea that mate choice is not just about physical
appearance but also about finding someone who signals good genes and
compatibility through their cognitive and emotional abilities.

Practical Tips Inspired by The Mating Mind

Drawing from Miller’s theory, here are some practical insights for those
looking to enhance their attractiveness through mental displays:

Develop your creativity: Engage in artistic pursuits like writing,
music, or painting to showcase your unique talents.

Practice humor: Cultivate your wit by learning to tell stories, jokes,
or humorous anecdotes.

Improve communication skills: Enhance your ability to express yourself
clearly and creatively in conversations.

Engage in intellectually stimulating activities: Read widely, learn new
things, and stay curious to keep your mind sharp.

These behaviors not only make you more attractive but also enrich your own
life, making the process of self-improvement rewarding beyond the realm of
dating.



Critiques and Further Exploration of Geoffrey
Miller’s Mating Mind

While *The Mating Mind* has been praised for its innovative approach, it has
also sparked debate within evolutionary psychology and related fields. Some
critics argue that Miller’s focus on sexual selection underestimates other
evolutionary pressures shaping the human mind, such as cooperation, social
learning, and ecological challenges.

Others question whether all human creativity can be explained by mate
attraction, pointing out that cultural and environmental factors also play
significant roles. Nevertheless, Miller’s work remains a foundational
contribution that encourages deeper examination of how our mental traits
evolved.

Integrating Sexual Selection with Other Evolutionary
Theories

Many researchers now view sexual selection as one of multiple forces that
influenced human cognitive evolution. The mating mind hypothesis can be
integrated with theories about social cooperation, tool use, and language
development to create a more comprehensive understanding.

This interdisciplinary approach helps explain the complex interplay between
survival needs and reproductive strategies in shaping human behavior and
culture.

The Lasting Impact of Geoffrey Miller’s The
Mating Mind

Decades after its publication, Geoffrey Miller’s *The Mating Mind* continues
to inspire scholars and curious readers alike. It challenges us to rethink
intelligence and creativity not just as tools for survival but as elaborate
signals designed by evolutionary pressures related to mate choice. This
perspective deepens our appreciation for the human mind’s complexity and the
subtle ways in which attraction influences who we are.

Whether you’re interested in psychology, anthropology, or simply curious
about human nature, exploring Miller’s ideas offers valuable insights into
the evolutionary roots of our behaviors, talents, and social interactions.
The mating mind is not just a scientific concept—it’s a window into the
intricate dance between biology, culture, and love.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Geoffrey Miller and what is his book 'The
Mating Mind' about?
Geoffrey Miller is an evolutionary psychologist known for his work on sexual
selection. His book 'The Mating Mind' explores how human intelligence and
creativity evolved primarily through mate choice and sexual selection.

What is the main thesis of 'The Mating Mind' by
Geoffrey Miller?
The main thesis is that many human cognitive traits, like intelligence, art,
language, and creativity, evolved as fitness indicators to attract mates,
similar to the peacock's tail.

How does 'The Mating Mind' explain human
intelligence differently from traditional views?
Unlike traditional views that emphasize survival advantages, 'The Mating
Mind' argues that human intelligence evolved largely because it helped
individuals attract and compete for mates through displays of creativity and
wit.

What role does sexual selection play in Geoffrey
Miller's 'The Mating Mind'?
Sexual selection is central to the book, as it posits that many human mental
traits evolved as signals to potential mates, shaping our cognitive abilities
through mate choice pressures.

Can you give examples of human behaviors discussed
in 'The Mating Mind' that evolved due to sexual
selection?
Behaviors such as storytelling, artistic expression, humor, and even language
are presented as evolved traits that serve as fitness indicators to attract
mates.

What evidence does Geoffrey Miller use to support
his ideas in 'The Mating Mind'?
Miller draws on comparative studies of animal sexual selection, human
psychology experiments, evolutionary biology, and anthropology to argue that
cognitive traits function as fitness signals.



How has 'The Mating Mind' influenced the field of
evolutionary psychology?
'The Mating Mind' has been influential in highlighting the importance of
sexual selection in human cognitive evolution, inspiring further research on
mate choice and signaling theory.

Does 'The Mating Mind' discuss the implications of
sexual selection on modern human behavior?
Yes, the book discusses how sexual selection continues to influence human
behavior, including mating strategies, social interactions, and even consumer
preferences.

What criticisms have been raised against the ideas
presented in 'The Mating Mind'?
Critics argue that Miller's sexual selection emphasis may overlook other
evolutionary pressures on intelligence, and that some claims about cognitive
traits as fitness indicators are difficult to empirically test.

Where can one read or learn more about Geoffrey
Miller's 'The Mating Mind'?
'The Mating Mind' is available in bookstores and online retailers; additional
resources include academic reviews, interviews with Geoffrey Miller, and
lectures available on educational platforms.

Additional Resources
Geoffrey Miller The Mating Mind: An In-Depth Exploration of Human Sexual
Selection and Evolution

geoffrey miller the mating mind is a seminal work that has significantly
influenced contemporary understanding of human evolution, particularly in
relation to sexual selection and cognitive development. Published in 2000,
Miller's book delves into the provocative theory that many aspects of human
intelligence, creativity, and behavior have been shaped primarily by mate
choice rather than survival needs alone. By integrating insights from
evolutionary biology, psychology, and anthropology, Geoffrey Miller presents
a compelling argument that the human mind itself is a product of sexual
selection, much like the extravagant plumage of peacocks or the elaborate
songs of birds.

This article offers an analytical review of Geoffrey Miller’s contributions
through "The Mating Mind," examining its core hypotheses, supporting
evidence, and implications for the study of human nature. It also situates



the book within the broader discourse on sexual selection, cognitive
evolution, and cultural anthropology, highlighting both its strengths and the
critiques it has inspired.

Understanding Geoffrey Miller’s Central Thesis

At the heart of Geoffrey Miller’s "The Mating Mind" lies the proposition that
sexual selection—a process first theorized by Charles Darwin—has profoundly
influenced the development of human intelligence and creativity. Unlike
natural selection, which prioritizes traits that enhance survival, sexual
selection favors characteristics that improve an individual’s chances of
attracting a mate and reproducing. Miller argues that human cognitive
abilities—ranging from language and art to humor and morality—serve as
fitness indicators, analogous to a male peacock’s tail, signaling genetic
quality and desirability.

This paradigm shifts the traditional view of cognitive evolution by
suggesting that the human brain evolved not only to solve practical problems
but also to impress potential mates. The theory posits that many mental
faculties are costly signals: they require significant energy and resources
to develop and maintain, thereby reliably indicating the individual's
underlying genetic fitness.

Sexual Selection Versus Natural Selection in
Cognitive Evolution

Miller’s distinction between sexual and natural selection is critical in
understanding his argument. Natural selection focuses on traits that improve
survival—such as the ability to find food or avoid predators—while sexual
selection emphasizes traits that improve reproductive success. Miller
contends that the human brain’s remarkable complexity cannot be fully
explained by natural selection alone, as intelligence and creativity often do
not have direct survival benefits.

For instance, humans invest considerable time and energy in creating art,
music, and storytelling—activities that do not necessarily enhance survival
but may increase social status and attractiveness. Miller suggests these
displays function as "fitness indicators," which potential mates use to
assess genetic quality. This idea resonates with the handicap principle,
which argues that costly traits serve as honest signals of fitness because
only individuals with superior genes can afford them.

Features and Evidence Supporting The Mating



Mind

Geoffrey Miller’s book draws on a multidisciplinary array of evidence to
support his theory, including anthropology, psychology experiments, and
comparative biology. Some key features and supporting arguments include:

Comparative Animal Behavior: Miller references examples from the animal
kingdom, such as bowerbirds and peacocks, whose elaborate displays
function as sexual signals. He posits that humans are unique in using
complex cognitive and cultural traits for similar purposes.

Human Creativity as a Mating Display: The book examines how artistic
expressions—music, poetry, storytelling—can serve as indicators of
intelligence and creativity, traits desirable to mates.

Psychological Studies: Miller cites research showing that individuals
often find humor, intelligence, and creativity attractive, supporting
the idea that these traits have evolved through sexual selection.

Neurological Costs: The brain is metabolically expensive, consuming
about 20% of the body’s energy. Miller argues that this costliness
itself makes cognitive traits reliable signals of genetic fitness.

By weaving together these strands of evidence, Miller builds a coherent
narrative that human mental capacities are not merely survival tools but
evolved mechanisms for sexual signaling.

Implications for Human Behavior and Culture

One of the most fascinating aspects of "The Mating Mind" is its exploration
of how sexual selection shapes not only individual traits but also broader
cultural phenomena. Miller suggests that cultural artifacts—such as art,
literature, and even fashion—serve as vehicles for sexual signaling. This
perspective offers fresh insights into the origins and functions of culture,
framing it as an extended phenotype of sexual selection.

Moreover, Miller’s theory provides a lens to understand certain human social
behaviors, including competition for status, courtship rituals, and the
development of language. For example, humor and wit can be seen as displays
of intelligence that attract mates, while moral virtues may signal
reliability and cooperative potential.



Critiques and Counterarguments

While Geoffrey Miller’s "The Mating Mind" has been influential, it has also
faced criticism from some scholars. Critics argue that the book may
overemphasize sexual selection at the expense of other evolutionary factors.
Some contend that cognitive traits likely evolved through a complex interplay
of natural selection, social cooperation, and environmental pressures, not
sexual selection alone.

Others point out that the evidence for many of Miller’s claims remains
circumstantial or correlational rather than causal. For instance, while
creativity is attractive, it is difficult to disentangle whether it evolved
primarily as a mating signal or also because of its practical survival
benefits.

Finally, some anthropologists caution against overly simplistic analogies
between human culture and animal mating displays, emphasizing the unique
complexity of human societies and the multifaceted functions of culture.

Comparisons to Other Theories of Cognitive Evolution

Geoffrey Miller’s theory can be contrasted with other prominent models of
cognitive evolution:

Social Brain Hypothesis: Proposes that human intelligence evolved1.
primarily to manage complex social relationships rather than sexual
signaling.

Ecological Intelligence Hypothesis: Emphasizes problem-solving skills2.
related to foraging and environmental challenges as drivers of brain
evolution.

Dual Inheritance Theory: Focuses on gene-culture coevolution, suggesting3.
culture and biology evolved interactively.

While Miller’s sexual selection framework does not exclude these models, it
highlights an often underappreciated dimension of cognitive evolution that
complements rather than contradicts other perspectives.

The Legacy of Geoffrey Miller The Mating Mind

More than two decades after its publication, "The Mating Mind" continues to
provoke debate and inspire research across multiple disciplines. Geoffrey



Miller’s work has helped popularize the idea that human cognition and culture
are deeply intertwined with sexual selection processes. This has influenced
fields as diverse as evolutionary psychology, behavioral economics, and even
marketing.

By framing intelligence and creativity as mating displays, Miller challenges
researchers to reconsider the adaptive significance of human mental traits.
His book remains a critical reference point for anyone interested in the
evolutionary origins of human behavior, the role of sexual selection, and the
nature of human creativity.

As ongoing research unravels the complexities of brain evolution and human
mating strategies, Geoffrey Miller’s "The Mating Mind" stands as a pioneering
contribution that enriches our understanding of what it means to be human.

Geoffrey Miller The Mating Mind
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  geoffrey miller the mating mind: The Mating Mind Geoffrey Miller, 2001 Miller shows how
our brains are the products of sexual selection, not natural selection, and how this alters and
illuminates our understanding of intelligence, art, language, mortality, sex and the differences
between men and women.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: On Our Minds Eric M. Gander, 2004-12-01 There is no
question more fundamental to human existence than that posed by the nature-versus-nurture
debate. For much of the past century, it was widely believed that there was no essential human
nature and that people could be educated or socialized to thrive in almost any imaginable culture.
Today, that orthodoxy is being directly and forcefully challenged by a new science of the mind:
evolutionary psychology. Like the theory of evolution itself, the implications of evolutionary
psychology are provocative and unsettling. Rather than viewing the human mind as a mysterious
black box or a blank slate, evolutionary psychologists see it as a physical organ that has evolved to
process certain types of information in certain ways that enables us to thrive only in certain types of
cultures. In On Our Minds, Eric M. Gander examines all sides of the public debate between
evolutionary psychologists and their critics. Paying particularly close attention to the popular
science writings of Steven Pinker, Edward O. Wilson, Richard Dawkins, and Stephen Jay Gould,
Gander traces the history of the controversy, succinctly summarizes the claims and theories of the
evolutionary psychologists, dissects the various arguments deployed by each side, and considers in
detail the far-reaching ramifications—social, cultural, and political—of this debate. Gander's lucid
and highly readable account concludes that evolutionary psychology now holds the potential to
answer our oldest and most profound moral and philosophical questions, fundamentally changing
our self–perception as a species.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: Artificial Intelligence Blay Whitby, 2009-01-15 Introduces
artificial intelligence, what it can do, myths about it, and ways it may expand in the future.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: Practical Female Psychology for the Practical Man Joseph
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W. South, 2008-05-24 Practical Female Psychology for the Practical Man is a unique examination of
women and relationships in an era of material equality between the sexes. Despite vast gains in the
welfare of women, especially in the modern West, both men and women are finding relationships
ranging from dating to marriage increasingly difficult. The author draws upon cutting edge science
in evolutionary biology, and neuropsychology, and vast personal experience with women to distill
some simple and practical principles men will find useful for creating and maintaining relationships
with emotionally and sexually compatible women.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: Integral Relationships: A Manual for Men Martin Ucik,
2010-08
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: Gender, Sexuality and Reproduction in Evolutionary
Narratives Venla Oikkonen, 2013-07-18 Since the early 1990s, evolutionary psychology has
produced widely popular visions of modern men and women as driven by their prehistoric genes. In
Gender, Sexuality and Reproduction in Evolutionary Narratives, Venla Oikkonen explores the
rhetorical appeal of evolutionary psychology by viewing it as part of the Darwinian narrative
tradition. Refusing to start from the position of dismissing evolutionary psychology as reactionary or
scientifically invalid, the book examines evolutionary psychologists’ investments in such contested
concepts as teleology and variation. The book traces the emergence of evolutionary psychological
narratives of gender, sexuality and reproduction, encompassing: Charles Darwin’s understanding of
transformation and sexual difference Edward O. Wilson’s evolutionary mythology and the
evolution-creationism controversy Richard Dawkins’ molecular agency and new imaging
technologies the connections between adultery, infertility and homosexuality in adaptationist
thought. Through popular, literary and scientific texts, the book identifies both the imaginative
potential and the structural weaknesses in evolutionary narratives, opening them up for feminist and
queer revision. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of the humanities and social
sciences, particularly in gender studies, cultural studies, literature, sexualities, and science and
technology studies.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: Othello: The State of Play Lena Cowen Orlin, 2014-04-24
Othello has a long history of provoking profound emotion in its audiences and readers. This 'freeze
frame' volume showcases current debates and ideas about the play's provocative effects. Each
chapter has been carefully selected for its originality and relevance to the needs of students,
teachers, and researchers. Key issues and themes include: - Gender, Love, and Desire - Race,
Ethnicity, and Difference - Social Relations, Status, and Ambition - Tragedy, Comedy, and Parody -
Language, Expression, and Characterization All the essays offer new perspectives and combine to
give readers an up-to-date understanding of what's exciting and challenging about Othello. The
approach based on an individual play, unlike that of topic-based series, reflects how Shakespeare is
most commonly studied and taught.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: The Feud in Early Modern Germany Hillay Zmora,
2011-07-28 This groundbreaking book explains the widely accepted practice of feuding amongst
noblemen and princes in its social context.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: The Sacred Depths of Nature Ursula Goodenough, 2023
This eloquent volume reconciles our contemporary scientific understanding of reality with our
timeless spiritual yearnings. Addressing ideas like evolution, emotions, sexuality, and death, The
Sacred Depths of Nature allows even non-scientists to appreciate that the origins of life and the
universe are no less meaningful in light of our scientific understanding of them. This new edition
offers a deepened consideration of emergent properties and emergent dynamics, as well as an
exploration of their role as the generators of life's complexity. Goodenough also expands upon the
ethic of ecomorality in a new chapter, and incorporates new quotes, figures, and poems in her
analysis.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: Sex, God, and the Brain Andrew Newberg, 2024-08-06
For the modern world, it seems as if sexuality and spirituality have always been at odds. But what if
the two are actually deeply connected? And what if science could prove this connection? From



neuroscientist Andrew Newberg, Sex, God, and the Brain argues that our religious and spiritual
experiences derive directly from our sexual being. While others have speculated on a connection
between religion and sex, Newberg is the first to demonstrate—with groundbreaking brain scan
research gained through Orgasmic Meditation studies—that the underlying biological mechanism of
religious, spiritual, and sexual experiences are identical. With research technical enough for
academics, but explained simply enough for the everyday reader, Sex, God, and the Brain, will
reframe our understanding of the link between spirituality and sexuality.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: The Family Court Industrial Complex and Post Traumatic
Family Court Disorder Khepri Rising, 2009-12-08 This book serves as a paradigmatic revolution in
evolutionary theory, ethics, and family law. By way of establishing that cryptic ovulation was the
critical event in our evolutionary history, The Family Court Industrial Complex and Post Traumatic
Family Court Disorder conclusively establishes that the savage nature of the family court system is
evolutionary based male rape and that many of the systems victims are suffering from an insidious
malady known as Post Traumatic Family Court Disorder (PTFCD).
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: The Nature of Being Human Harold Fromm, 2009-05-04
Essays exploring humanity’s connection with the environment. Although the physical relationship
between the natural world and individuals is quantifiable, the psychosocial effect of the former on
the latter is often less tangible. What, for instance, is the connection between the environment in
which we live and our creativity? How is our consciousness bounded and delimited by our
materiality? And from whence does our idea of self and our belief in free will derive and when do our
surroundings challenge these basic assumptions? Eco-critic Harold Fromm’s challenging exploration
of these and related questions twines his own physical experiences and observations with insights
gathered from both the humanities and the sciences. Writing broadly and personally, Fromm
explores our views of nature and how we write about it. He ties together ecology, evolutionary
psychology, and consciousness studies to show that our perceived separation from our surroundings
is an illusory construct. He argues for a naturalistic vision of creativity, free will, and the literary
arts unimpeded by common academic and professional restraints. At each point of this intellectual
journey, Fromm is honest, engaging, and unsparing. Philosophical, critical, often personal, Fromm’s
sweeping, interdisciplinary, and sometimes combative essays will change the way you think about
your place in the environment. “How rare it is that a work of philosophical inquiry is written with the
passion of a cri de coeur, but Harold Fromm’s brilliantly conceived The Nature of Being Human
resonates with such uncanny depths. Here is an utterly engrossing first-person account of a
harrowing pilgrimage into the 21st century and its disturbing revelations about humankind’s truest
nature, in contrast to the comforting solicitudes of a “humanist” past. If the role of the philosopher is
to force us to think, Harold Fromm is a born philosopher.” —Joyce Carol Oates “Fromm, an erudite,
prolific author of numerous works ranging from ecocritical commentary to self-reflective discourses,
presents a compilation of essays that illuminate his views regarding why most Americans seem
oblivious to the destruction of their environment.” —Choice “Fromm’s journey from victim, to
campaigner, to pioneer of eco-criticism (that is, the study of literature from an ecological viewpoint)
is documented here, alongside challenging analyses of man’s place in nature, free will, our
relationship with technology and more. Scholarly but engaging, Fromm is an environmentalist, but
also a realist.” —Organic Gardener
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: The Origin of Language Madeleine Beekman, 2025-08-05 In
a radical new story about the birth of our species, The Origin of Language argues that it was not
hunting, fighting, or tool-making that forced early humans to speak, but the inescapable need to care
for our children. Journeying to the dawn of Homo sapiens, evolutionary biologist Madeleine
Beekman reveals the “happy accidents” hidden in our molecular biology—DNA, chromosomes, and
proteins—that led to one of the most fateful events in the history of life on Earth: our giving birth to
babies earlier in their development than our hominid cousins the Neanderthals and Denisovans.
Faced with highly dependent infants requiring years of nurturing and protection, early human
communities needed to cooperate and coordinate, and it was this unprecedented need for



communication that triggered the creation of human language—and changed everything. Infused
with cutting-edge science, sharp humor, and insights into the history of biology and its luminaries,
Beekman weaves a narrative that’s both enlightening and entertaining. Challenging the traditional
theories of male luminaries like Chomksy, Pinker, and Harari, she invites us into the intricate world
of molecular biology and its ancient secrets. The Origin of Language is a tour de force by a brilliant
biologist on how a culture of cooperation and care have shaped our existence.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: Architecture and Embodiment Harry Francis Mallgrave,
2013-06-26 In recent years we have seen a number of dramatic discoveries within the biological and
related sciences. Traditional arguments such as nature versus nurture are rapidly disappearing
because of the realization that just as we are affecting our environments, so too do these altered
environments restructure our cognitive abilities and outlooks. If the biological and technological
breakthroughs are promising benefits such as extended life expectancies, these same discoveries
also have the potential to improve in significant ways the quality of our built environments. This
poses a compelling challenge to conventional architectural theory... This is the first book to consider
these new scientific and humanistic models in architectural terms. Constructed as a series of five
essays around the themes of beauty, culture, emotion, the experience of architecture, and artistic
play, this book draws upon a broad range of discussions taking place in philosophy, psychology,
biology, neuroscience, and anthropology, and in doing so questions what implications these
discussions hold for architectural design. Drawing upon a wealth of research, Mallgrave argues that
we should turn our focus away from the objectification of architecture (treating design as the
creation of objects) and redirect it back to those for whom we design: the people inhabiting our built
environments.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: The Elephant in the Brain Kevin Simler, Robin Hanson,
2018 Human beings are primates, and primates are political animals. Our brains, therefore, are
designed not just to hunt and gather, but also to help us get ahead socially, often via deception and
self-deception. But while we may be self-interested schemers, we benefit by pretending otherwise.
The less we know about our own ugly motives, the better - and thus we don't like to talk or even
think about the extent of our selfishness. This is the elephant in the brain. Such an introspective
taboo makes it hard for us to think clearly about our nature and the explanations for our behavior.
The aim of this book, then, is to confront our hidden motives directly - to track down the darker,
unexamined corners of our psyches and blast them with floodlights. Then, once everything is clearly
visible, we can work to better understand ourselves: Why do we laugh? Why are artists sexy? Why do
we brag about travel? Why do we prefer to speak rather than listen? Our unconscious motives drive
more than just our private behavior; they also infect our venerated social institutions such as Art,
School, Charity, Medicine, Politics, and Religion. In fact, these institutions are in many ways
designed to accommodate our hidden motives, to serve covert agendas alongside their official ones.
The existence of big hidden motives can upend the usual political debates, leading one to question
the legitimacy of these social institutions, and of standard policies designed to favor or discourage
them. You won't see yourself - or the world - the same after confronting the elephant in the brain.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: Evolution and "the Sex Problem" Bert Bender, 2004 A
noteworthy investigation of the Darwinian element in American fiction from the realist through the
Freudian eras. theories of sexual selection and of the emotions are essential elements in American
fiction from the late 1800s through the 1950s, particularly during the Freudian era and the years
surrounding the Scopes trial. the Sex Problem, and what resulted was a great diversity of American
narratives aligned with either Darwinian or a number of anti-Darwinian theories of evolution.
Included are intriguing discussions of works by Frank Norris, Jack London, Stephen Crane,
Theodore Dreiser, Gertrude Stein, Willa Cather, Sherwood Anderson, F. Scott Fitzgerald, five
writers of the Harlem Renaissance, John Steinbeck, and Ernest Hemingway. Among the ideas
explored are Darwin's theory of common descent; the question of man's place in nature; the
possibility of evolutionary progress; the issues of heredity and eugenics; the Darwinian basis of
Freud's theory of sexual repression; the quandary of male violence and the role of female choice in



sexual selection; the power of and the problems o rracial and sexual selection; the power of and the
problems of racial and sexual difference; and the ecological problems that arose directly from
Darwin's theory of evolution. America's major narratives of human life and love and will be
appreciated by literary scholars and readers interested in Darwinism and culture.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: The Language of Humor Alleen Pace Nilsen, Don L. F.
Nilsen, 2018-11 Explores how humor can be explained across the various sub-disciplines of
linguistics, in order to aid communication.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: Freedom: The End of the Human Condition Jeremy
Griffith, 2016-05-24 FREEDOM has its own very informative website: visit www.humancondition.com
The fastest growing realization everywhere is that humanity can't go on the way it is going. Indeed,
the great fear is we're entering endgame where we appear to have lost the race between
self-destruction and self-discovery―the race to find the psychologically relieving understanding of
our 'good and evil'-afflicted human condition. Well, astonishing as it is, this book by biologist Jeremy
Griffith presents the 11th hour breakthrough biological explanation of the human condition
necessary for the psychological rehabilitation and transformation of our species! The culmination of
40 years of studying and writing about our species' psychosis, FREEDOM delivers nothing less than
the holy grail of insight we have needed to free ourselves from the human condition. It is, in short, as
Professor Harry Prosen, a former president of the Canadian Psychiatric Association, asserts in his
Introduction, 'The book that saves the world'. Griffith has been able to venture right to the bottom of
the dark depths of what it is to be human and return with the fully accountable, true explanation of
our seemingly imperfect lives. At long last we have the redeeming and thus transforming
understanding of human behaviour! And with that explanation found all the other great outstanding
scientific mysteries about our existence are now also able to be truthfully explained―of the meaning
of our existence, of the origin of our unconditionally selfless moral instincts, and of why we humans
became conscious when other animals haven't. Yes, the full story of life on Earth can finally be
told―and all of these incredible breakthroughs and insights are presented here in this 'greatest of
all books'.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: The Battle for Compassion Jonathan Leighton, 2011 Six
hundred years after Copernicus presented his revolutionary and heretical heliocentric theory, a
sunset can still look unexpectedly new. What if the fate of our world depended on a similar shift in
perspective? Synthesizing recent thinking from science, philosophy, psychology and economics with
the author's own reflections on freedom, identity and morality, The Battle for Compassion offers a
fresh, sweeping perspective on the human condition and a deep contemplation of the basis for our
priorities at this critical moment in our history. The threats to our existence and the persistence of
intense suffering are closely intertwined issues with similar underlying causes. Addressing them
honestly requires us to reflect detachedly on who we are, probe the boundaries of ethical thinking,
and ask some really big questions. What matters? What are the basic forces driving our species'
trajectory, and where are they leading us? And what would it realistically take for us to preserve a
future worth living in? These questions recur as we go through life and experience bliss and pain,
the passing of time, the kindness and cruelty of our fellow humans, the monotony of routine and the
shock of unanticipated change. This book ponders these pivotal questions and attempts to offer some
answers.
  geoffrey miller the mating mind: The Origins and Dynamics of Inequality Jon D. Wisman,
2022 In The Origins and Dynamics of Inequality, Jon Wisman provides a re-interpretation of
economic history and society. He argues that the struggle over income, wealth, and
privilege-inequality-has been the principal, defining issue in human history and provides a novel
framework for understanding inequality today.
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