the mayan language and writing

The Mayan Language and Writing: Unlocking an Ancient Civilization’s Voice

the mayan language and writing represent one of the most fascinating and complex communication
systems developed by an ancient civilization. Rooted deeply in the rich cultural and historical tapestry of
Mesoamerica, the Mayan script and languages offer a unique window into the social, political, and spiritual
worlds of the Maya people. Unlike many ancient writing systems that remain indecipherable, the Mayan
writing system has been largely decoded, allowing us to explore their history, mythology, and everyday

life through their own words and symbols.

The Rich Diversity of the Mayan Language Family

‘When discussing the Mayan language and writing, it’s important to recognize that “Mayan” isn’t just one
language but a family of related languages spoken by millions of indigenous people today, primarily in
Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, and El Salvador. There are around 30 distinct Mayan languages, each

with its own dialects and linguistic nuances.

Understanding the Mayan Language Family

The Mayan language family can be divided into several branches, including Yucatecan, K’iche’, Qeqchi’,
and Tzotzil, among others. Each branch reflects the geographic and cultural diversity of the Maya

civilization. For example:
¢ Yucatec Maya: Spoken in the Yucatan Peninsula, this language is perhaps the most widely
recognized due to its connection to popular tourist sites like Chichen Itza and Tulum.

¢ K’iche’ Maya: Predominantly spoken in the highlands of Guatemala, K’iche’ played a central role in

the historical narratives recorded in the famous Popol Vuh, the sacred Maya text.

¢ Qeqchi’ and Tzotzil: These languages are still vibrant in their respective communities, preserving

oral traditions and cultural expressions.

Despite differences among these languages, they share many grammatical and phonetic features, which

suggest a common ancestral language dating back thousands of years.



The Complexity and Beauty of Mayan Writing

Mayan writing, often called hieroglyphics, is a remarkable system that combines logograms (symbols
representing words) and syllabic signs. This dual nature allows for precise and flexible communication,

something that scholars find both intriguing and challenging.

How Mayan Writing Works

Unlike alphabetic scripts where each letter corresponds to a sound, the Mayan script employs glyphs,
which can represent whole words or syllables. This means a single glyph might stand for an entire concept

like “sun” or “king,” while others spell out names or verbs phonetically.
The system is primarily syllabic but also uses ideograms—symbols that represent ideas or objects directly.

This blend made it possible for scribes to craft detailed historical records and religious texts with layers of

meaning.

The Role of Mayan Glyphs in Society

Mayan writing wasn’t just a tool for communication; it was deeply intertwined with the culture’s
worldview. Glyphs adorned monumental architecture, pottery, stelae (carved stone slabs), and codices.

These inscriptions documented royal lineages, conquests, astronomical data, and mythological stories.

For the Maya, writing was a sacred act, often reserved for priests and scribes trained in the complexities of

the script. Mastery of glyphs was a mark of elite status and intellectual prestige.

The Decipherment of Mayan Writing: A Modern Breakthrough

For centuries, the Mayan script remained a mystery to scholars. Early European explorers and missionaries
documented some glyphs but could not crack the code. It wasn’t until the 20th century that significant

progress was made.

Key Figures in Decoding the Script

Several linguists and epigraphers played crucial roles in deciphering Mayan writing:



¢ Yuri Knérosov: A Russian linguist who proposed that the script was syllabic rather than purely
logographic, breaking foundational ground in the 1950s.

¢ David Stuart: An American epigrapher whose analyses of glyphic texts unveiled much about Maya

history and language structure.

e Linda Schele: An influential figure who helped popularize Mayan studies and worked extensively
on glyph interpretation.

Their combined efforts revealed that the glyphs recorded not only dates and events but also complex

narratives and poetic expressions.

Why Decipherment Matters

Understanding the Mayan language and writing has transformed our view of the ancient Maya. Instead of
seeing them as a mysterious lost civilization, we now appreciate their sophisticated intellectual

achievements, their political histories, and their spiritual beliefs as expressed through their own words.

The Mayan Codices: Books of Knowledge

One of the most fascinating aspects of Mayan writing lies in the surviving codices—folded bark-paper books

that contain rich information about astronomy, rituals, and calendars.

Surviving Mayan Manuscripts

Unfortunately, most Mayan codices were destroyed during the Spanish conquest, but a few remain:
¢ Dresden Codex: The most famous and extensively studied, it contains detailed astronomical tables and
ritual calendars.
e Madrid Codex: Rich in mythological stories and ceremonies.

e Paris Codex: Focused on calendrical and prophetic texts.



These codices showcase the Maya’s advanced understanding of astronomy and timekeeping, which was

deeply linked to their religious beliefs.

The Calendar and Its Connection to Writing

The Mayan calendar system is one of the most sophisticated in the ancient world, combining solar, lunar,
and ritual cycles. Glyphs often recorded dates using the Long Count calendar, enabling precise tracking of

historical events.

This intricate calendrical system highlights how writing served not only communication but also the

practical and ceremonial organization of Maya life.

Preserving and Revitalizing the Mayan Language and Writing
Today

Despite centuries of colonization and cultural suppression, the Mayan languages and writing traditions

persist. Today, efforts to revive and maintain these ancient practices are gaining momentum.

Modern Mayan Language Speakers

Millions of people across Central America continue to speak Mayan languages in their daily lives. These

languages are vibrant, living expressions of cultural identity, passed down through generations.

Revival of the Writing System

While the ancient script is no longer used for everyday writing, it is taught in certain academic and
cultural contexts. Workshops, educational programs, and digital resources help new generations connect

with their heritage.

In some Maya communities, artists and scholars incorporate glyphs into art, tattoos, and public works,

blending tradition with contemporary expression.

Challenges and Opportunities



Preserving the Mayan language and writing involves overcoming challenges such as:

¢ Language shift to dominant languages like Spanish and English
¢ Limited formal education resources in Mayan languages

e Urban migration and cultural assimilation

However, technology offers new opportunities. Online dictionaries, language apps, and virtual classrooms

are making it easier for people worldwide to learn and appreciate Mayan languages and scripts.

Exploring the Legacy of the Mayan Language and Writing

The story of the Mayan language and writing is not just about an ancient system; it’s about a living culture
that continues to inspire and inform. By studying the glyphs and listening to the languages spoken today,

we gain insight into a civilization that valued knowledge, history, and the power of words.

Whether you’re a history enthusiast, a linguist, or simply curious about ancient cultures, delving into the
world of the Maya offers a rewarding journey. From the intricate glyphs carved on stone monuments to
the spoken words in village homes, the Mayan language and writing remain a testament to human

creativity and resilience across millennia.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Mayan language?

The Mayan language refers to a family of indigenous languages spoken by the Maya peoples in
Mesoamerica, with around 30 related languages still spoken today primarily in Mexico, Guatemala, Belize,

and Honduras.

How many Mayan languages are there?

There are approximately 30 distinct Mayan languages, each with its own dialects, spoken by millions of

people throughout Central America.



What is the Mayan writing system?

The Mayan writing system is a complex logosyllabic script used by the ancient Maya civilization,

combining logograms (symbols representing words) and syllabic signs to record their language.

When was the Mayan writing system developed?

The Mayan writing system was developed around 300 BCE and was used extensively during the Classic

Period of Maya civilization, roughly 250 to 900 CE.

How was the Mayan writing deciphered?

The Mayan writing was deciphered through decades of linguistic and archaeological research, with key
breakthroughs in the mid-20th century by scholars such as Yuri Knérosov, who identified the phonetic

components of the script.

What materials did the Maya use for writing?

The Maya wrote on various materials including stone monuments, ceramics, bark paper codices, and stucco

walls, often using brushes and inks made from natural pigments.

Are there any surviving Mayan texts?

Yes, only a few Mayan codices have survived to the present day, including the Dresden Codex, Madrid

Codex, and Paris Codex, which contain astronomical, calendrical, and ritual information.

Is the Mayan language still spoken today?

Yes, many Mayan languages are still spoken today by indigenous communities, preserving their cultural

heritage and linguistic traditions.

How does the Mayan writing system differ from other ancient scripts?

Unlike purely alphabetic scripts, the Mayan writing system is logosyllabic, combining symbols that
represent whole words and syllables, making it one of the most sophisticated and visually intricate writing

systems in pre-Columbian Americas.

Additional Resources

The Mayan Language and Writing: An Analytical Exploration of an Ancient Civilization’s Linguistic
Legacy



the mayan language and writing represent one of the most intriguing and complex facets of Mesoamerican
history. Rooted in a civilization that flourished from approximately 2000 BCE until the Spanish conquest in
the 16th century, the Mayan linguistic and script systems offer valuable insights into the culture, politics,
religion, and daily life of the ancient Maya. This article delves into the intricate features of the Mayan
language family, the decipherment of the Mayan writing system, and the ongoing significance of this

ancient communication form in contemporary studies.

The Mayan Language Family: Diversity and Structure

The Mayan language is not a single tongue but rather a family of related languages spoken by the Maya
peoples across southeastern Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, and El Salvador. Linguists identify around
30 distinct Mayan languages, each with its own dialects and variations. This diversity reflects centuries of

geographical dispersion and cultural evolution.

Mayan languages belong to the Mesoamerican linguistic area, sharing features with other language families
in the region, such as the use of vigesimal (base-20) number systems and ergative-absolutive grammar
structures. Key languages within the family include Yucatec Maya, K’iche’, and Q’eqchi’, each maintaining

a significant number of speakers today, contributing to the living legacy of the Mayan linguistic tradition.

Phonology and Grammar

The phonological system of Mayan languages often includes a series of glottalized consonants, ejectives, and
a distinction between short and long vowels, which influences meaning. Grammatically, many Mayan
languages utilize ergativity, a feature uncommon in Indo-European languages but widespread in the
Anmericas. This means the subject of an intransitive verb is treated similarly to the object of a transitive

verb, differing from the subject of a transitive verb, a distinction fundamental to syntactic analysis.

Verb morphology in Mayan languages is notably complex, involving various affixes that indicate tense,
aspect, mood, and person. This rich morphology allows speakers to encode detailed information succinctly, a

feature that also challenges modern linguists attempting to fully understand ancient texts.

The Mayan Writing System: From Glyphs to Decipherment

The Mayan writing system is distinguished as one of the few fully developed logosyllabic scripts in the
pre-Columbian Americas. Unlike purely pictographic or alphabetic systems, the Mayan script combines
logograms (symbols representing words or morphemes) and syllabic signs, enabling it to convey both

meaning and sound.



Origins and Evolution

Archaeological evidence suggests that Mayan writing emerged around 300 BCE, evolving from earlier
Olmec-influenced iconography and proto-writing systems. The script reached its zenith during the Classic
Period (250-900 CE), adorning stelae, ceramics, codices, and monumental architecture. These inscriptions

document historical events, dynastic lineages, rituals, and cosmological beliefs.

By the Postclassic Period (900-1500 CE), the script underwent stylistic changes and gradual decline, largely
due to sociopolitical upheaval and the eventual Spanish conquest. The destruction of codices and suppression
of indigenous culture severely limited the preservation of written material, leaving only a handful of

surviving codices, such as the Dresden, Madrid, and Paris codices.

Decipherment Breakthroughs

For centuries, the Mayan writing system remained largely undeciphered, its complexity compounded by
the interplay of logograms and syllabic signs. Early attempts in the 19th and early 20th centuries only

scratched the surface, often misinterpreting glyphs as purely ideographic.

The breakthrough came mid-20th century, notably through the work of scholars like Yuri Knorozov, who
proposed that the script was partly phonetic, and Tatiana Proskouriakoff, whose analysis revealed that
many inscriptions recorded historical events rather than purely religious or calendrical information.
Subsequent efforts by David Stuart and others have since led to a near-complete understanding of the script,

allowing researchers to read ancient inscriptions with increasing accuracy.

Features and Significance of the Mayan Script

The sophistication of the Mayan writing system is evident in its ability to express abstract concepts, proper
names, dates, and narrative sequences. The script’s integration with the Mayan calendar
system—comprising the Tzolk’in (260-day ritual calendar) and Haab’ (365-day solar calendar)—illustrates its

cultural importance in ritual and governance.
The writing system’s flexibility allowed scribes to compose dynastic histories, political propaganda, and

mythological stories, often inscribed on stone monuments or painted on murals. This dual function as both

an artistic and communicative medium underscores its multifaceted role in Maya society.

Challenges in Preservation and Interpretation



Despite advances in decipherment, several challenges persist. Many inscriptions remain partially illegible
due to erosion, vandalism, or incomplete archaeological recovery. Additionally, regional variations and the

evolution of glyph forms over centuries complicate uniform interpretation.

Moreover, the loss of many codices, especially during the colonial period, means that vast portions of Maya
literature and knowledge are irretrievably lost. This limitation necessitates reliance on epigraphic and
archaeological evidence, supplemented by ethnographic studies of modern Mayan communities to

reconstruct linguistic and cultural contexts.

The Contemporary Relevance of the Mayan Language and
Writing

Today, the study of the Mayan language and writing extends beyond historical curiosity; it has implications
for cultural identity, linguistic preservation, and educational initiatives among indigenous populations.
Efforts to revitalize Mayan languages include bilingual education programs, media production in native

languages, and academic research aimed at promoting linguistic heritage.

In the realm of archaeology and epigraphy, ongoing discoveries continue to enrich understanding of Maya
civilization, with new inscriptions shedding light on political alliances, warfare, and social structures. This
dynamic field exemplifies how ancient languages and writing systems remain vital to reconstructing

human history.

The enduring fascination with the Mayan language and writing underscores the broader significance of
preserving and decoding ancient scripts worldwide. As scholars piece together fragmented glyphs and
decode complex linguistic structures, they not only unlock the secrets of the Maya but also contribute to a

global appreciation of linguistic diversity and cultural resilience.

The Mayan Language And Writing
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undergraduate and postgraduate students of Mayan languages and linguistics. Written by a team of
experts in the field, The Mayan Languages presents in-depth accounts of the linguistic features that
characterize the thirty-one languages of the family, their historical evolution, and the social context
in which they are spoken. The Mayan Languages: provides detailed grammatical sketches of
approximately a third of the Mayan languages, representing most of the branches of the family;
includes a section on the historical development of the family, as well as an entirely new sketch of
the grammar of Classic Maya as represented in the hieroglyphic script; provides detailed
state-of-the-art discussions of the principal advances in grammatical analysis of Mayan languages;
includes ample discussion of the use of the languages in social, conversational, and poetic contexts.
Consisting of topical chapters on the history, sociolinguistics, phonology, morphology, syntax,
semantics, discourse structure, and acquisition of the Mayan languages, this book will be a resource
for researchers and other readers with an interest in historical linguistics, linguistic anthropology,
language acquisition, and linguistic typology.

the mayan language and writing: The Decipherment of Ancient Maya Writing Stephen D.
Houston, Oswaldo Fernando Chinchilla Mazariegos, David Stuart, 2001 The Decipherment of
Ancient Maya Writing is an important story of intellectual discovery and a tale of code breaking
comparable to the interpreting of Egyptian hieroglyphs and the decoding of cuneiform. This book
provides a history of the interpretation of Maya hieroglyphs. Introductory essays offer the historical
context and describe the personalities and theories of the many authors who contributed to the
understanding of these ancient glyphs.

the mayan language and writing: The Maya Art of Speaking Writing Tiffany D. Creegan
Miller, 2022-05-24 Challenging the distinctions between “old” and “new” media and narratives about
the deprecation of orality in favor of inscribed forms, The Maya Art of Speaking Writing draws from
Maya concepts of tz’'ib’ (recorded knowledge) and tzij, choloj, and ch’owen (orality) to look at
expressive work across media and languages. Based on nearly a decade of fieldwork in the
Guatemalan highlands, Tiffany D. Creegan Miller discusses images that are sonic, pictorial, gestural,
and alphabetic. She reveals various forms of creativity and agency that are woven through a rich
media landscape in Indigenous Guatemala, as well as Maya diasporas in Mexico and the United
States. Miller discusses how technologies of inscription and their mediations are shaped by human
editors, translators, communities, and audiences, as well as by voices from the natural world. These
texts push back not just on linear and compartmentalized Western notions of media but also on the
idea of the singular author, creator, scholar, or artist removed from their environment. The
persistence of orality and the interweaving of media forms combine to offer a challenge to audiences
to participate in decolonial actions through language preservation. The Maya Art of Speaking
Writing calls for centering Indigenous epistemologies by doing research in and through Indigenous
languages as we engage in debates surrounding Indigenous literatures, anthropology, decoloniality,
media studies, orality, and the digital humanities.

the mayan language and writing: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress. Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2007

the mayan language and writing: The Ancient Maya, 6th Edition Robert ]J. Sharer, Loa P.
Traxler, 2006 The rich findings of recent exploration and research are incorporated in this
completely revised and greatly expanded sixth edition of this standard work on the Maya people.
New field discoveries, new technical advances, new successes in the decipherment of Maya writing,
and new theoretical perspectives on the Maya past have made this new edition necessary.

the mayan language and writing: The Maya Calendar Weldon Lamb, 2017-02-23 By 1,800
years ago, speakers of proto-Ch’olan, the ancestor of three present-day Maya languages, had
developed a calendar of eighteen twenty-day months plus a set of five days for a total of 365 days.
This original Maya calendar, used extensively during the Classic period (200-900 CE), recorded in
hieroglyphic inscriptions the dates of dynastic and cosmological importance. Over time, and
especially after the Mayas’ contact with Europeans, the month names that had originated with these
inscriptions developed into fourteen distinct traditions, each connected to a different ethnic group.




Today, the glyphs encompass 250 standard forms, variants, and alternates, with about 570 meanings
among all the cognates, synonyms, and homonyms. In The Maya Calendar, Weldon Lamb collects,
defines, and correlates the month names in every recorded Maya calendrical tradition from the first
hieroglyphic inscriptions to the present—an undertaking critical to unlocking and understanding the
iconography and cosmology of the ancient Maya world. Mining data from astronomy, ethnography,
linguistics, and epigraphy, and working from early and modern dictionaries of the Maya languages,
Lamb pieces together accurate definitions of the month names in order to compare them across time
and tradition. His exhaustive process reveals unsuspected parallels. Three-fourths of the month
names, he shows, still derive from those of the original hieroglyphic inscriptions. Lamb also traces
the relationship between month names as cognates, synonyms, or homonyms, and then reconstructs
each name’s history of development, connecting the Maya month names in several calendars to
ancient texts and archaeological finds. In this landmark study, Lamb’s investigations afford new
insight into the agricultural, astronomical, ritual, and even political motivations behind names and
dates in the Maya calendar. A history of descent and diffusion, of unexpected connectedness and
longevity, The Maya Calendar offers readers a deep understanding of a foundational aspect of Maya
culture.

the mayan language and writing: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress, 2003

the mayan language and writing: Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics , 2005-11-24
The first edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's standard reference work
for a generation. Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's comprehensiveness and high
quality, expanded for a new generation, while being the first encyclopedia to really exploit the
multimedia potential of linguistics. * The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and
international reference source in its field * An entirely new work, with new editors, new authors,
new topics and newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic articles * The first
Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics through the online edition *
Ground-breaking and International in scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with extensive
cross-referencing * Available in print and online, priced separately. The online version will include
updates as subjects develop ELL2 includes: * ¢. 7,500,000 words * ¢. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000 articles
*¢. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files online *
c. 3,500 glossary definitions * c. 39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used abbreviations *
List of languages of the world (including information on no. of speakers, language family, etc.) *
Approximately 700 biographical entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200 language maps
in print and online Also available online via ScienceDirect - featuring extensive browsing, searching,
and internal cross-referencing between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles
and abstract databases, making navigation flexible and easy. For more information, pricing options
and availability visit www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia
potential of linguistics Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any predecessor An invaluable
resource for researchers, academics, students and professionals in the fields of: linguistics,
anthropology, education, psychology, language acquisition, language pathology, cognitive science,
sociology, the law, the media, medicine & computer science. The most authoritative, up-to-date,
comprehensive, and international reference source in its field

the mayan language and writing: Words of the True Peoples/Palabras de los Seres
Verdaderos: Anthology of Contemporary Mexican Indigenous-Language Writers/Antologia
de Escritores Actuales en Lenguas Indigenas de México: Volume One/Tomo Uno Carlos
Montemayor, Donald Frischmann, 2014-07-03 As part of the larger, ongoing movement throughout
Latin America to reclaim non-Hispanic cultural heritages and identities, indigenous writers in
Mexico are reappropriating the written word in their ancestral tongues and in Spanish. As a result,
the long-marginalized, innermost feelings, needs, and worldviews of Mexico's ten to twenty million
indigenous peoples are now being widely revealed to the Western societies with which these peoples
coexist. To contribute to this process and serve as a bridge of intercultural communication and



understanding, this groundbreaking, three-volume anthology gathers works by the leading
generation of writers in thirteen Mexican indigenous languages: Nahuatl, Maya, Tzotzil, Tzeltal,
Tojolabal, Tabasco Chontal, Purepecha, Sierra Zapoteco, Isthmus Zapoteco, Mazateco, Nahfiu,
Totonaco, and Huichol. Volume 1 contains narratives and essays by Mexican indigenous writers.
Their texts appear first in their native language, followed by English and Spanish translations.
Frischmann and Montemayor have abundantly annotated the English, Spanish, and
indigenous-language texts and added glossaries and essays that trace the development of indigenous
texts, literacy, and writing. These supporting materials make the anthology especially accessible and
interesting for nonspecialist readers seeking a greater understanding of Mexico's indigenous
peoples. The other volumes of this work will be Volume 2: Poetry/Poesia and Volume 3:
Theater/Teatro.

the mayan language and writing: The Foreign Impact on Lowland Mayan Language and
Script John S. Justeson, 1985

the mayan language and writing: Word and Image in Maya Culture William F. Hanks, Don
Stephen Rice, 1989 Explores the extent and pattern of job discrimination against people with cancer.
Part one reviews work histories of cancer patients, with chapters on recovered patients and
survivors of childhood and adolescent cancer. Part two makes research and policy recommendations
to maximize the productive activity of cancer patients. This volume brings together studies of the
linguistic and compositional principles of written discourse, iconography, and symbolic
representation, linking these to cosmology and the institutional context of Maya kingship.
Architectural, artistic, and glyphic archeological data are brought to bear on the character of Maya
civilization. Handsomely produced, with many glyphic and iconographic figures. Not indexed.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

the mayan language and writing: Mayan Literacy Reinvention in Guatemala Mary J.
Holbrock, 2016-11 Front Cover -- Title Page -- Copyright -- Contents -- Acknowledgments --
Introduction -- 1: The History of Mayan Literacy -- 2: Oral and Written Uses of Mayan Languages --
3: Issues of Personal Literacy Use in the Maya Communities -- 4: Print Media in Mayan Languages --
5: Environmental Print -- 6: Mayan Literacy in Education -- 7: Weaving the Threads of Mayan
Literacy -- Afterword -- Glossary -- Notes -- Bibliography -- Index -- Back Cover

the mayan language and writing: The Ancient Maya Madeline Tyler, 2018-12-15 How were
the daily lives of the ancient Maya different from our daily lives today? What problems did they face
as an early civilization in the Americas? Questions such as these are answered as readers examine
the ancient Maya through a close study of their history, lifestyle, and traditions. Through
well-researched main text, readers are able to compare and contrast this ancient culture with
modern civilizations. In addition, accessible maps, informational fact boxes, interesting sidebars, a
helpful timeline, and vibrant full-color photographs are included to further explain this essential
social studies curriculum topic.

the mayan language and writing: The First Writing Stephen D. Houston, 2004-12-09 In this
book, leading scholars in the field discuss and analyse the origins of ancient writing.

the mayan language and writing: Education and Social Inequality in the Global Culture
Joseph Zajda, Karen Biraimah, William Gaudelli, 2008-03-19 A major aim of Education and Social
Inequality in the Global Culture, which is the first volume in the 12-volume book series Globalisation,
Comparative Education and Policy Research, edited by Joseph Zajda and his team, is to present a
global overview of the relationship of education, socio-economic status, and globalization. By
examining some of the major education policy issues, particularly in the light of recent shifts in
education and policy research, the editors aim to provide a comprehensive picture of the
intersecting and diverse discourses of globalization, education, and policy-driven reforms. The spirit
of dialogical encounter has very soundly directed editors’ efforts in organizing this volume. The
editors’ task is to deepen, and in some cases open widely, diverse and significant discourses related
to globalization, social stratification, and education. The impact of globalization on education policy
and reforms is a strategically important issue for us all. More than ever before, there is a need to



understand and analzse both the intended and the unintended effects of globalization on e- nomic
competitiveness, educational systems, the state, and relevant policy changes—all as they affect
individuals, educational bodies (such as universities), policy-makers, and powerful corporate
organizations across the globe. The evo- ing and constantly changing notions of national identity,
language, border politics and citizenship which are relevant to education policy need to be critiqued
by appeal to context-specific factors such as local-regional-national areas, which sit uncomfortably
at times with the international imperatives of globalization.

the mayan language and writing: The Psychology of Cultural Experience Carmella C. Moore,
Holly F. Mathews, 2001-09-06 The essays in this volume, first published in 2001, focus upon the
relationship of individual experience to culture, and chart a research agenda for psychological
anthropology in the twenty-first century. Drawing upon fieldwork in diverse cultural settings, the
authors use a range of contemporary perspectives in the field, including person-centred
ethnography, activity theory, attachment theory and cultural schema theory, to describe the ways in
which people think, feel, remember, and solve problems. Fascinating insights emerge from these
fine-grained accounts of personal experience. The research demonstrates that it is possible to
identify cross-cultural universals in psychological development and mental states, and that individual
psychology is not determined solely by unique cultural patterns.

the mayan language and writing: New Perspectives in Mayan Linguistics Heriberto Avelino,
2010-08-11 New Perspectives in Mayan Linguistics is a collection of papers synthesizing the
research on Mayan languages at the beginning of the 21st century. One of the most prominent
features of the articles included in this book is the balance between the use of the most recent
linguistic theories and the empirical data from which analyses are drawn. A definitive characteristic
of the book is that all of the papers provide rich and new descriptive material gathered in the field
by their respective authors. The findings reported in this book have implications for a deeper
understanding not only of particular aspects of the individual grammars of the Mayan family, but
might have consequences for linguistic theory as well as for typological and universal
generalizations. The volume brings together linguists of diverse areas of specialization phonetics,
phonology, syntax, semantics, epigraphy, lexicography and anthropological linguistics to discuss
recent analyses and data from a variety of Mayan languages. For its broad scope summarizing the
recent methodologies, theoretical models and findings of research in Mayan languages, the volume
is of particular interest to the academic community at large, including researchers, teachers and
students alike.

the mayan language and writing: The Routledge Linguistics Encyclopedia Kirsten
Malmkjaer, 2009-12-04 An encyclopedia covering the major and subsidiary areas of linguistics and
applied linguistics. It includes the seventy nine entries providing coverage of the topics and
sub-topics of the field. It is suitable for specialists and non-specialists alike.

the mayan language and writing: 2000 Years of Mayan Literature Dennis Tedlock,
2011-11-04 A chronological survey of Mayan literature, covering two thousand years, from the
earliest hieroglyphic inscriptions to later works using the Roman alphabet.

the mayan language and writing: Handbook of Children’s Literacy Terezinha Nunes, Peter
Bryant, 2003-12-31 PETER BRYANT & TEREZINHA NUNES The time that it takes children to learn
to read varies greatly between different orthographies, as the chapter by Sprenger-Charolles clearly
shows, and so do the difficulties that they encounter in learning about their own orthography.
Nevertheless most people, who have the chance to learn to read, do in the end read well enough,
even though a large number experience some significant difficulties on the way. Most of them
eventually become reasonably efficient spellers too, even though they go on make spelling mistakes
(at any rate if they are English speakers) for the rest of their lives. So, the majority of humans plainly
does have intellectual resources that are needed for reading and writing, but it does not always find
these resources easy to marshal. What are these resources? Do any of them have to be acquired? Do
different orthographies make quite different demands on the intellect? Do people differ significantly
from each other in the strength and accessibility of these resources? If they do, are these differences




an important factor in determining children's success in learning to read and write? These are the
main questions that the different chapters in this section on Basic Processes set out to answer.
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