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Val Kilmer Relationship History: A Journey Through Love and Fame

Val Kilmer relationship history is as fascinating and complex as the actor’s
illustrious career itself. Known for his captivating performances in films
like "Top Gun," "The Doors," and "Batman Forever," Kilmer’s personal life has
often attracted attention just as much as his on-screen roles. Exploring his
romantic past reveals a blend of high-profile relationships, private moments,
and life changes that paint a vivid picture of the man behind the Hollywood
star.

Early Relationships and Hollywood Beginnings

Before Kilmer became a household name, his relationships were relatively low-
key, mirroring his early days in the entertainment industry. As a young
actor, he was focused primarily on building his career, which often left
little room for public romance.

Initial Romances in the Spotlight

Once Val Kilmer’s star began to rise in the 1980s and 1990s, his
relationships started to attract media attention. During this period, Kilmer
was linked to several actresses and personalities, though many of these
connections were brief or speculative. The Hollywood scene during that time
was vibrant and often intertwined with personal and professional lives,
making it challenging to separate fact from rumor.

Marriage to Joanne Whalley

One of the most significant chapters in Val Kilmer relationship history is
his marriage to actress Joanne Whalley. The two met on the set of the film
"Willow" in 1988, and their connection quickly blossomed into a serious
partnership.

A Hollywood Couple in the Limelight

Kilmer and Whalley married in 1988 and soon became one of Hollywood’s admired
couples. Together, they navigated the demands of fame while maintaining a
family life. The couple had two children, Mercedes and Jack Kilmer, both of
whom have followed creative paths—Mercedes as a singer and Jack as an actor.



Despite their public appearances together and shared family life, Kilmer and
Whalley eventually separated in the mid-1990s. Their divorce was finalized in
1996, marking the end of a significant era in Kilmer’s personal life. Their
relationship remains a key part of Kilmer’s romantic history, reflecting the
challenges of balancing stardom and family.

Post-Divorce Relationships and Personal Growth

After his split from Joanne Whalley, Val Kilmer’s romantic life became more
private. The actor has been known to keep his personal relationships out of
the public eye, focusing instead on his health, career, and family.

Privacy and Media Attention

Kilmer’s desire for privacy has often shielded him from the intense media
scrutiny that many of his contemporaries faced. This approach has allowed him
to maintain discretion about his dating life, with few confirmed
relationships since his divorce.

Famous Rumors and Speculations

Despite his efforts to stay out of the gossip columns, Kilmer’s name has
occasionally surfaced in connection with other celebrities. However, many of
these reports have remained unverified or fleeting. The actor’s focus on his
craft and personal well-being seems to have taken precedence over publicizing
his love life.

Val Kilmer Relationship History and Health
Challenges

In recent years, Kilmer’s health struggles have brought a new perspective to
his personal relationships. Diagnosed with throat cancer, Kilmer has been
open about his battle and recovery, which has inevitably affected his
romantic life and emotional well-being.

The Impact of Health on Relationships

Facing a serious illness can change how one views relationships and
priorities. For Kilmer, this period has been one of reflection and
resilience. Support from family and close friends has played a crucial role



during his recovery, emphasizing the importance of strong personal
connections beyond romance.

The Role of Family and Children in Kilmer’s
Life

An essential aspect of Val Kilmer relationship history is his role as a
father. His children, especially Jack Kilmer, who has pursued acting, are
central to his life and narrative.

Fatherhood and Legacy

Kilmer's relationship with his children has often been highlighted as a
grounding force amidst the unpredictability of Hollywood. He has spoken about
the pride he feels in their accomplishments and his commitment to supporting
them, showing a different dimension of his personal life beyond romantic
relationships.

Understanding Val Kilmer’s Relationship
Dynamics

What can we learn from Val Kilmer relationship history? Beyond the headlines
and rumors, Kilmer’s experiences underscore the complexity of maintaining
relationships in the public eye. Balancing fame, personal challenges, and
love is no easy feat, and his journey offers valuable insights.

Tips for Navigating Relationships in the Spotlight

For anyone in the public eye or dealing with intense external pressures,
Kilmer’s story suggests a few useful points:

Prioritize privacy: Keeping some aspects of your personal life private
can protect relationships from undue stress.

Focus on communication: Open and honest dialogue with partners and
family members helps navigate the challenges of fame.

Adapt to life changes: Health, career shifts, and personal growth all
influence relationships; flexibility is key.



Lean on support networks: Family and close friends provide essential
emotional support during difficult times.

Val Kilmer Relationship History: A Reflection
of Life’s Complexity

Looking at Val Kilmer relationship history offers more than just celebrity
gossip—it reveals a man who has experienced love, loss, and transformation.
His journey through high-profile marriages, private romances, and family life
mirrors the universal challenges many face, amplified by the glare of fame.

Kilmer’s story serves as a reminder that behind every public persona lies a
personal narrative filled with complexities and growth. Whether on screen or
off, his relationships have shaped who he is, influencing both his life and
his art in meaningful ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Val Kilmer married to?
Val Kilmer was married to Joanne Whalley from 1988 to 1996.

Did Val Kilmer have any children?
Yes, Val Kilmer has a daughter named Mercedes Kilmer, born in 1991.

Has Val Kilmer been in any notable long-term
relationships?
Apart from his marriage to Joanne Whalley, Val Kilmer has kept much of his
personal life private, with no widely known long-term relationships.

Is Val Kilmer currently in a relationship?
As of the latest available information, Val Kilmer has not publicly confirmed
being in a current relationship.

How did Val Kilmer and Joanne Whalley meet?
Val Kilmer and Joanne Whalley met while working together as actors,
reportedly on the set of a play or film in the mid-1980s.



Did Val Kilmer and Joanne Whalley work together
professionally?
Yes, Val Kilmer and Joanne Whalley appeared together in projects such as the
film 'Willow' (1988).

What caused the breakup between Val Kilmer and
Joanne Whalley?
The specific reasons for their divorce have not been publicly detailed, but
they separated in the mid-1990s after several years of marriage.

Has Val Kilmer dated any other famous celebrities?
There are no widely confirmed reports of Val Kilmer having relationships with
other famous celebrities beyond his marriage to Joanne Whalley.

How has Val Kilmer's health impacted his
relationship life?
Val Kilmer's battle with throat cancer and subsequent health challenges have
led him to be more private about his personal and relationship life.

What is known about Val Kilmer's romantic life after
his divorce?
Following his divorce, Val Kilmer has maintained a low profile regarding his
romantic relationships, focusing more on his career and personal health.

Additional Resources
Val Kilmer Relationship History: A Deep Dive into the Actor’s Personal Life

Val Kilmer relationship history has long intrigued fans and media alike,
given the actor’s iconic status in Hollywood and the relative privacy he has
maintained over the years. Known for his versatile roles in films like "Top
Gun," "The Doors," and "Batman Forever," Kilmer’s personal life, especially
his romantic relationships, offers a complex narrative that intersects with
his career milestones and personal challenges. This article explores the
intricate details of Val Kilmer’s relationship history, examining his past
romances, marriage, and how his personal connections have influenced his life
and work.



Val Kilmer Relationship History: An Overview

Val Kilmer’s relationship history spans several decades, during which he has
been linked to notable actresses and has experienced both high-profile
romances and quieter, more private partnerships. Unlike many Hollywood stars
who often find their personal lives splashed across tabloids, Kilmer has
maintained a degree of discretion, making his relationship history a subject
of speculation and interest rather than public spectacle.

Early Relationships and Hollywood Romances

Before his rise to fame, Kilmer’s romantic life was relatively low-key.
However, as his career took off in the mid-1980s, his relationships began to
attract attention. One of his earliest known relationships was with actress
Lisa Zane. Although details about their time together remain limited, this
relationship is often cited as part of Kilmer’s formative years in Hollywood.

Following this, Kilmer was romantically linked to several other actresses,
including Cher and Michelle Pfeiffer, though these connections were often
brief and subject to media rumors rather than confirmed facts. The transient
nature of these relationships reflected the lifestyle of many actors
navigating the pressures of early stardom.

Marriage to Joanne Whalley

The most significant and publicly documented relationship in Val Kilmer’s
romantic history is his marriage to actress Joanne Whalley. The couple met on
the set of the 1988 film "Willow," where they began a relationship that
culminated in marriage in 1988. Their union was notable not only for its
duration but also for the fact that both partners were established actors
with flourishing careers.

During their marriage, Kilmer and Whalley had two children: a daughter,
Mercedes, born in 1991, and a son, Jack, born in 1995. Despite their shared
professional background, the couple’s marriage faced challenges, including
the pressures of balancing acting careers with family life. Their separation
in 1996 and eventual divorce in 1998 marked a turning point in Kilmer’s
personal life.

Post-Divorce Relationships and Family Focus

After his divorce from Joanne Whalley, Val Kilmer’s relationship history
became less public. He has largely focused on his role as a father,
maintaining a close relationship with his children. Kilmer’s post-divorce



years have been characterized by a retreat from the Hollywood dating scene,
with fewer publicized romantic involvements.

In interviews and public appearances, Kilmer has occasionally referenced his
personal life with candor, emphasizing the importance of family and personal
growth. This shift towards privacy and introspection contrasts with the often
tumultuous relationships common in Hollywood circles.

Analyzing the Impact of Kilmer’s Relationships
on His Career

Val Kilmer’s relationship history cannot be viewed in isolation from his
professional journey. The actor’s personal experiences have inevitably
influenced his choices in roles and his public persona.

The Intersection of Personal and Professional Life

Kilmer’s marriage to Joanne Whalley coincided with some of his most
critically acclaimed work, including his portrayal of Jim Morrison in "The
Doors." The emotional depth and intensity of his performance have been linked
by some critics to the stability and support offered by his marriage at the
time.

Conversely, the period following their divorce saw Kilmer navigating a series
of challenging roles and public health issues, including his battle with
throat cancer. While it is speculative to directly correlate personal
upheaval with career fluctuations, the timing suggests that Kilmer’s personal
life and professional output have had a complex relationship.

Media Coverage and Public Perception

The media’s portrayal of Kilmer’s relationship history has been relatively
subdued compared to other celebrities, which may be attributed to his
preference for privacy. This approach has shielded him from the intense
scrutiny that often accompanies celebrity relationships, allowing his work to
remain the primary focus.

However, this discretion has also led to a mystique around Kilmer’s personal
life, fueling curiosity and occasional speculation. The actor’s ability to
maintain this balance is a notable aspect of his public identity.



Val Kilmer’s Relationship Dynamics: Themes and
Patterns

Examining the recurring themes within Kilmer’s relationship history reveals
insights into his personality and values.

Privacy and Selectivity

One prominent feature of Kilmer’s romantic life is his selectivity regarding
public exposure. Unlike many Hollywood figures who actively engage with the
media about their relationships, Kilmer has often chosen to keep his personal
affairs out of the spotlight. This preference underscores a desire for
normalcy and control amidst the chaos of celebrity life.

Commitment and Family Orientation

Kilmer’s long-term marriage and commitment to his children highlight a
family-oriented perspective that contrasts with the often transient nature of
Hollywood relationships. His dedication to fatherhood and maintaining close
family ties suggests that personal relationships hold deep significance for
him beyond public appearances.

Resilience Through Adversity

The challenges Kilmer has faced, including his divorce and health struggles,
demonstrate resilience that permeates both his personal and professional
life. His ability to navigate these difficulties while maintaining
relationships with his children and continuing his career speaks to a strong
underlying character.

Comparative Perspective: Kilmer Versus Other
Hollywood Relationships

In the context of Hollywood’s often tumultuous romantic landscape, Val
Kilmer’s relationship history presents a study in contrast. While many actors
experience multiple marriages and highly publicized affairs, Kilmer’s
narrative is marked by fewer relationships and a more private approach.

Length of Relationships: Kilmer’s marriage lasted nearly a decade, a
notable duration compared to many celebrity marriages that often end



within a few years.

Public Scrutiny: Kilmer avoided the tabloid frenzy common to other
stars, such as his contemporaries in the 1990s.

Family Integration: His focus on parenting and maintaining family
connections distinguishes him from peers who may prioritize career or
social life over family.

This comparative lens highlights Kilmer’s unique approach to relationships
within the entertainment industry.

Lessons from Val Kilmer’s Relationship History

For observers and fans alike, Kilmer’s relationship history offers several
takeaways:

Value of Privacy: Maintaining personal boundaries can help preserve1.
mental health and focus in a high-pressure environment.

Importance of Family: Building and sustaining family bonds provide2.
emotional grounding amid career volatility.

Resilience: Navigating personal challenges with strength can positively3.
influence both personal and professional life.

These aspects make Kilmer’s relationship journey both relatable and
instructive.

Exploring Val Kilmer relationship history thus reveals an actor who has
balanced the demands of fame with a commitment to privacy and family. His
story reflects broader themes of love, resilience, and the quest for personal
authenticity in the public eye. As Kilmer continues to engage with his craft
and life, his relationship history remains a nuanced chapter of a
multifaceted career and personal narrative.

Val Kilmer Relationship History
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  val kilmer relationship history: Dis/figuring Sam Shepard Johan Callens, 2007 This illustrated
volume covers the career of Sam Shepard, the provocative American playwright, scriptwriter, actor,
and director, through an introductory survey followed by in-depth analyses of representative
selections from the one-acts (Action, States of Shock), experimental collaborations with Joseph
Chaikin (Savage/Love), and by now classic family plays (Buried Child, A Lie of the Mind). It ranges
from Shepard's unpublished adaptation of Marlowe's Doctor Faustus through the textual variants
and political context of Operation Sidewinder to Robert Altman's movie version of Fool for Love,
besides offering brief comparisons with fellow dramatists (Albee and Beckett) and visual artists
(Edward Weston, Marsden Hartley). Several performance analyses supplement the textual criticism
and provide a sample of European directorial approaches. Together, these takes offer a composite
picture of an artist whose output over the past forty years has turned him into a figurehead of
twentieth century drama, studied and produced all over the world with a keen eye for his
idiosyncratic and critical view of what it means to be American.
  val kilmer relationship history: Blessed, Life and Films of Val Kilmer William Hamilton,
2008-05-23 A Biography of Val Kilmer, his life and movies, his career and his personal life. Watch
out for the word blessed - he uses it whenever something important happens to him. He has had a
reputation for being difficult, is it true or is he just a misunderstood perfectionist, find out. This
edition has a bonus chapter on Kiss Kiss, Bang Bang from my biography of Robert Downey Jr. which
also stars Val Kilmer, of course.
  val kilmer relationship history: Primeval History: Babylonian, Biblical, and Enochic
Helge Kvanvig, 2011-03-21 The book offers a comprehensive analytic comparison between the
images of primeval history in Babylonia, in the Hebrew Bible and the parallel Enochic traditions. It
presents new interpretations of each of these traditions and how they relate to each other.
  val kilmer relationship history: Responses to Oliver Stone’s Alexander Paul Cartledge,
Fiona Rose Greenland, 2010-01-20 The charismatic Alexander the Great of Macedon (356–323
B.C.E.) was one of the most successful military commanders in history, conquering Asia Minor,
Egypt, Persia, central Asia, and the lands beyond as far as Pakistan and India. Alexander has been,
over the course of two millennia since his death at the age of thirty-two, the central figure in
histories, legends, songs, novels, biographies, and, most recently, films. In 2004 director Oliver
Stone’s epic film Alexander generated a renewed interest in Alexander the Great and his
companions, surroundings, and accomplishments, but the critical response to the film offers a
fascinating lesson in the contentious dialogue between historiography and modern entertainment.
This volume brings together an intriguing mix of leading scholars in Macedonian and Greek history,
Persian culture, film studies, classical literature, and archaeology—including some who were
advisors for the film—and includes an afterword by Oliver Stone discussing the challenges he faced
in putting Alexander’s life on the big screen. The contributors scrutinize Stone’s project from its
inception and design to its production and reception, considering such questions as: Can a film
about Alexander (and similar figures from history) be both entertaining and historically sound? How
do the goals of screenwriters and directors differ from those of historians? How do Alexander’s
personal relationships—with his mother Olympias, his wife Roxane, his lover Hephaistion, and
others—affect modern perceptions of Alexander? Several of the contributors also explore reasons
behind the film’s tepid response at the box office and subsequent controversies.
  val kilmer relationship history: MONTANA THE MAGAZINE OF WESTERN HISTORY ,
1995
  val kilmer relationship history: American Heroes in a Media Age Susan J. Drucker, Robert
S. Cathcart, 1994 This volume explores the relationship of hero to celebrity and the changing role of
the hero in American culture. It establishes that the nature of hero and its function in society is a
communication phenomenon, which has been and is being altered by the rapid advance of electronic
media.
  val kilmer relationship history: The Columbia Companion to American History on Film Peter



C. Rollins, 2004-03-24 American history has always been an irresistible source of inspiration for
filmmakers, and today, for good or ill, most Americans'sense of the past likely comes more from
Hollywood than from the works of historians. In important films such as The Birth of a Nation
(1915), Roots (1977), Apocalypse Now (1979), and Saving Private Ryan (1998), how much is
entertainment and how much is rooted in historical fact? In The Columbia Companion to American
History on Film, more than seventy scholars consider the gap between history and Hollywood. They
examine how filmmakers have presented and interpreted the most important events, topics, eras,
and figures in the American past, often comparing the film versions of events with the
interpretations of the best historians who have explored the topic. Divided into eight broad
categories—Eras; Wars and Other Major Events; Notable People; Groups; Institutions and
Movements; Places; Themes and Topics; and Myths and Heroes—the volume features extensive
cross-references, a filmography (of discussed and relevant films), notes, and a bibliography of
selected historical works on each subject. The Columbia Companion to American History on Film is
also an important resource for teachers, with extensive information for research or for course
development appropriate for both high school and college students. Though each essay reflects the
unique body of film and print works covering the subject at hand, every essay addresses several
fundamental questions: What are the key films on this topic? What sources did the filmmaker use,
and how did the film deviate (or remain true to) its sources? How have film interpretations of a
particular historical topic changed, and what sorts of factors—technological, social, political,
historiographical—have affected their evolution? Have filmmakers altered the historical record with
a view to enhancing drama or to enhance the truth of their putative message?
  val kilmer relationship history: Tony Scott Larry Taylor, 2019-01-17 Tony Scott got his start
as a film director when he joined his brother at the lucrative commercial directing company Ridley
Scott Associates. After directing Top Gun--his second film, which changed not only the trajectory of
his own life but of the entire action-movie industry--Scott's career would be a roller coaster of
blockbuster hits, personal films and confounding failures. With extensive research and original
interviews with actors, cinematographers and writers, this book documents Tony Scott's
larger-than-life persona from his early days to his untimely death, which left a hole in genre
filmmaking yet to be filled.
  val kilmer relationship history: Performing the Sacred Todd E. Johnson, Dale Savidge,
2009-08 A theologian and a theatre artist examine both the nature of theatrical performance within
contemporary culture and its relationship to Christian life, faith, and worship.
  val kilmer relationship history: Doc Holliday in Film and Literature Shirley Ayn Linder,
2014-01-23 The legend of Doc Holliday is now well past a century old. While his time on earth was
brief, troubled and filled with pain, his legend took wings and flew. Beginning with his part in the
now famous gunfight at the O.K. Corral, Denver newspapers first told his story in the late 19th
century. They, followed by words of Wyatt Earp, grasped the glimmer of his tale. So enamored was
the public that by 1939 he was a literary icon and his character had appeared in eight films.
Historians, authors, screenwriters and eventually television refined the legend, which reached its
apex perhaps with the 1993 film Tombstone. Doc Holliday's image has neither dimmed nor wavered
in the 21st century. Broadway, country music and art join with literature and film to continue his
mystique as the personification of a surviving legend of the U.S. West.
  val kilmer relationship history: Encyclopedia of the Great Plains David J. Wishart, 2004-01-01
Wishart and the staff of the Center for Great Plains Studies have compiled a wide-ranging (pun
intended) encyclopedia of this important region. Their objective was to 'give definition to a region
that has traditionally been poorly defined,' and they have
  val kilmer relationship history: Oliver Stone's USA Robert Brent Toplin, 2000 Challenging
audiences and critics alike, the films of Oliver Stone have compelled many viewers to re-examine
some of their most revered beliefs about America's past. Stone has generated enormous controversy
and debate among those who take issue with his dramatic use of history. This book brings Stone face
to face with some of his most thoughtful critics and supporters and allows him room to respond to



their views. Writers including David Halberstam, Stephen Ambrose, Arthur Schlesinger Jr, Walter
LaFeber and Robert Rosenstone critique Stone's most contested films to show how they may distort,
amplify or transcend the historical realities they appear to depict.
  val kilmer relationship history: Westerns in a Changing America, 1955-2000 R. Philip
Loy, 2014-07-15 For many, the Westerns of 1930 to 1955 were a defining part of American culture.
Those Westerns were one of the vehicles by which viewers learned the values and norms of a wide
range of social relationships and behavior. By 1955, however, Westerns began to include more
controversial themes: cowardly citizens, emotionally deranged characters, graphic violence, marital
infidelity, racial prejudice, and rape, among other issues. This work examines the manner in which
Westerns reflected the substantial social, economic and political changes that shaped American
culture in the latter half of the twentieth century. Part One of this work considers shifting themes as
the genre reacted to changes unfolding in the broader social landscape of American culture. Part
Two examines the manner in which images of cowboys, outlaws, lawmen, American Indians and
women changed in Westerns as the viewers were offered new understanding of the frontier
experience.
  val kilmer relationship history: American Mythmaker Mark J. Dworkin, 2015-02-27 Walter
Noble Burns (1872–1932) served with the First Kentucky Infantry during the Spanish-American War
and covered General John J. Pershing’s pursuit of Pancho Villa in Mexico as a correspondent for the
Chicago Tribune. However history-making these forays may seem, they were only the beginning. In
the last six years of his life, Burns wrote three books that propelled New Mexico outlaw Billy the Kid,
Tombstone marshal Wyatt Earp, and California bandit Joaquín Murrieta into the realm of legend.
  val kilmer relationship history: The New Republic Herbert David Croly, 1994
  val kilmer relationship history: Eve , 2006
  val kilmer relationship history: Alternative Scriptwriting Ken Dancyger, Jeff Rush, 2013-10-28
Learn the rules of scriptwriting, and then how to successfully break them.Unlike other screenwriting
books, this unique guide pushes you to challenge yourself and break free of tired, formulaic
writing--bending or breaking the rules of storytelling as we know them. Like the best-selling
previous editions, seasoned authors Dancyger and Rush explore alternative approaches to the
traditional three-act story structure, going beyond teaching you how to tell a story by teaching you
how to write against conventional formulas to produce original, exciting material. The pages are
filled with an international range of contemporary and classic cinema examples to inspire and
instruct. New to this edition. New chapter on the newly popular genres of feature documentary,
long-form television serials, non-linear stories, satire, fable, and docudrama. New chapter on
multiple-threaded long form, serial television scripts. New chapter on genre and a new chapter on
how genre’s very form is flexible to a narrative. New chapter on character development. New case
studies, including an in-depth case study of the dark side of the fable, focusing on The Wizard of Oz
and Pan’s Labyrinth.
  val kilmer relationship history: Contemporary North American Film Directors Yoram
Allon, Del Cullen, Hannah Patterson, 2002 Encompassing the careers of up to 600 directors - over 60
new to this edition - working in the US and Canada today, this volume is an invaluable reference for
students, researchers and enthusiasts of film and popular culture. Each entry provides biographical
information as well as insightful textual and thematic analysis of the director's work. In
comprehensively covering a wide range of film-makers - from more established mainstream
luminaries such as Steven Spielberg, Martin Scorsese, Ridley Scott and Kathryn Bigelow, through
independent mavericks like Hal Hartley, Atom Egoyan, Jim Jarmusch and the Coen brothers, to
innovative emerging talents including Marc Forster (Monster's Ball), Todd Field (In the Bedroom)
and David Gordon Green (George Washington) - the shifting landscape of contemporary film-making
is brought into sharp focus. Sur la 4e de couv.
  val kilmer relationship history: New York Magazine , 1993-09-13 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and



photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  val kilmer relationship history: New York Magazine , 1988-07-18 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
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