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Western Reserve Postcard Society: Preserving History One Postcard at a Time

western reserve postcard society is more than just a group of postcard
enthusiasts; it’s a vibrant community dedicated to the appreciation,
collection, and preservation of postcards, particularly those connected to
the historic Western Reserve region of Ohio. For anyone intrigued by vintage
postcards, regional history, or the art of ephemera collecting, this society
offers a unique window into the past, connecting members through shared
passion and knowledge.

Exploring the Roots of the Western Reserve
Postcard Society

The Western Reserve Postcard Society (WRPS) emerged out of a desire to
celebrate and safeguard the rich cultural heritage of the Western Reserve
area, a region in Northeast Ohio originally settled by people from
Connecticut. Postcards have long served as snapshots of history, capturing
everything from everyday life and architecture to significant events and
local landmarks. The society recognizes these small but powerful artifacts as
vital historical documents that tell the story of the region’s evolution.

Members of the WRPS come from various backgrounds, including historians,
collectors, genealogists, and casual postcard lovers. The society supports
its members by facilitating exchanges of postcards, providing educational
resources, and hosting events that highlight the importance of postcard
preservation.

Why Postcards Matter: The Historical
Significance

Postcards are more than collectible souvenirs; they are visual time capsules
that reflect the social, cultural, and technological changes over the
decades. For the Western Reserve area, postcards provide insights into the
development of towns, transportation routes, famous landmarks, and even the
everyday lives of residents.

The Role of Postcards in Local History

— **Documentation of Architecture and Landscape**: Many postcards feature
buildings, streetscapes, and natural scenes that may no longer exist or have
drastically changed. Through these images, researchers and enthusiasts can
track urban development and architectural styles.

— **Social and Cultural Snapshots**: Postcards often include messages and
postmarks that reveal how people communicated, what events they celebrated,
and how communities interacted.

- **Genealogical Value**: For family historians, postcards can offer clues
about ancestors’ residences, travels, and social circles.



By focusing on postcards from the Western Reserve, the society highlights a
specific regional narrative that might otherwise be overlooked in broader
historical studies.

Activities and Benefits of Joining the Western
Reserve Postcard Society

Joining the WRPS opens the door to a variety of activities designed to enrich
members’ collecting experiences and deepen their appreciation for postcards.

Educational Programs and Workshops

The society organizes seminars and workshops that teach members how to
properly identify, date, and preserve postcards. These sessions often cover
topics such as:

- Recognizing different postcard eras (e.g., divided back, linen, chrome)
- Proper storage and handling techniques to prevent deterioration
— Understanding postal cancellations and postmarks for dating purposes

Postcard Exchanges and Exhibitions

One of the most exciting aspects of the Western Reserve Postcard Society is
the opportunity to participate in postcard swaps and exhibitions. These
events allow members to:

— Expand their collections with unigque and rare cards

— Share stories and knowledge about specific postcards or series
— Connect with fellow collectors who share similar interests

Access to Exclusive Resources

Members often receive newsletters or journals that include:

— Articles on postcard collecting trends
— Features on historic Western Reserve postcards
— Listings of upcoming postcard shows and auctions

These resources help collectors stay informed and engaged with the wider
postcard community.

Tips for Collecting Western Reserve Postcards

Whether you’re a seasoned collector or just starting out, focusing on Western
Reserve postcards offers a rewarding niche. Here are some practical tips to
enhance your collecting journey:



Start with Local Landmarks and Themes

Collect postcards depicting well-known sites such as Cleveland’s Terminal
Tower, the Cuyahoga Valley, or historic downtown districts. This approach not
only builds a meaningful collection but also helps you learn more about your
region’s heritage.

Learn to Identify Postcard Types and Eras

Postcards have distinct styles depending on when they were produced:

— **Pioneer Era (1893-1907)**: Usually undivided backs with simple images.

— **Divided Back Era (1907-1915)**: The back is split for message and
address.

— **Linen Era (1930s-1940s)**: Characterized by textured surfaces and vibrant
colors.

— **Chrome Era (1940s-present)**: Glossy, full-color photographic images.

Understanding these differences helps in dating and valuing postcards.

Preserve Your Collection Properly

Postcards are susceptible to damage from light, humidity, and handling. Use
acid-free sleeves or albums, store cards in a cool, dry place, and avoid
excessive exposure to sunlight. The Western Reserve Postcard Society often
provides guidance on archival-quality storage methods.

The Community Aspect: Connecting Through Shared
Passion

Beyond the historical and collecting elements, the Western Reserve Postcard
Society thrives because of its strong sense of community. Members find
camaraderie in sharing stories behind their postcards and in learning from
each other’s experiences.

Engaging with Fellow Collectors

The society’s meetings, both virtual and in-person, create a friendly
atmosphere where newcomers feel welcomed and experts can showcase their
prized collections. This interaction often leads to lifelong friendships and
collaborative projects.

Participating in Regional Events

Many members attend postcard shows, antique fairs, and historical society
gatherings where Western Reserve postcards are featured. These events provide
a chance to discover rare cards and connect with a broader network of



collectors and historians.

Expanding Your Knowledge: Resources Linked to
the Western Reserve Postcard Society

For those eager to dive deeper, the WRPS recommends a variety of books,
online databases, and local archives that complement postcard collecting:

— **Local historical society archives**: Often house postcard collections and
related ephemera.

— **0Online postcard databases**: Platforms like PostcardCollectors or eBay
archives can help track postcard values and varieties.

— **Books on Ohio history and postcards**: Titles focusing on regional
history often include postcard reproductions and contextual information.

By combining these resources with active participation in the Western Reserve
Postcard Society, collectors gain a richer understanding of their hobby’s
historical significance.

Whether you’re drawn to the artistry, the nostalgic charm, or the historical
insights, the Western Reserve Postcard Society offers a welcoming space to
explore the fascinating world of postcards. Through its dedication to
preserving regional history and fostering community, the society ensures that
these small but meaningful pieces of the past continue to inspire new
generations of collectors and history lovers alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Western Reserve Postcard Society?

The Western Reserve Postcard Society is an organization dedicated to the
collection, preservation, and study of postcards, particularly those related
to the Western Reserve region of Ohio.

How can I become a member of the Western Reserve
Postcard Society?

To become a member, you typically need to fill out a membership application
available on their official website or at their events, and pay the
associated membership dues.

What types of postcards does the Western Reserve
Postcard Society focus on?
The society primarily focuses on postcards depicting historical, cultural,

and scenic aspects of the Western Reserve area, including vintage and antique
postcards.



Does the Western Reserve Postcard Society hold events
or meetings?

Yes, the society regularly organizes meetings, postcard shows, and swap
events where members can trade, buy, and sell postcards, as well as share
knowledge.

Are there educational resources available through the
Western Reserve Postcard Society?

Yes, the society provides newsletters, publications, and presentations that
educate members about postcard history, preservation techniques, and regional
significance.

Can non—-members access the Western Reserve Postcard
Society’s postcard archives?

Access to the society’s archives is generally reserved for members, though
some materials may be available at public events or through special requests.

How does the Western Reserve Postcard Society
contribute to preserving regional history?

By collecting and studying postcards, the society helps document and preserve
visual history of the Western Reserve area, providing valuable insights into
its cultural and historical heritage.

Additional Resources

Western Reserve Postcard Society: Preserving History Through Ephemera

western reserve postcard society stands as a prominent organization dedicated
to the collection, preservation, and appreciation of postcards, particularly
those connected to the Western Reserve region. This society plays a crucial
role in fostering a community of enthusiasts who value the cultural and
historical significance embedded within postcards. As the world increasingly
shifts towards digital communication, the Western Reserve Postcard Society
serves as a vital custodian of tangible history, offering insights into past
eras through the lens of postcard imagery and correspondence.

Exploring the Western Reserve Postcard
Society’s Mission and Activities

The Western Reserve Postcard Society (WRPS) is more than just a club for
postcard collectors; it is an institution committed to the research,
exhibition, and education surrounding postcards that chronicle the heritage
of the Western Reserve area in Ohio and the greater Great Lakes region.
Founded several decades ago, the society has steadily expanded its membership
to include not only seasoned philatelists and historians but also newcomers
intrigued by the storytelling power of postcards.



At the core of the society’s mission is the preservation of postcards as
primary artifacts that offer unique perspectives on local history,
architecture, social customs, and artistic trends. Postcards serve as
miniature windows into the past, capturing moments and landmarks that might
otherwise be lost. The society facilitates this mission through regular
meetings, exhibitions, and publications that highlight significant
collections and research findings.

Membership and Community Engagement

The Western Reserve Postcard Society boasts a diverse membership base,
ranging from casual collectors to professional historians and archivists.
This diversity enhances the society’s ability to curate a wide array of
postcards, including early 20th-century real photo postcards (RPPCs),
lithographs, and modern reproductions. Members often share knowledge about
postcard valuation, preservation techniques, and the historical contexts
behind their collections.

Community engagement is a vital component of the society’s operations. The
WRPS organizes annual postcard shows and swap meets, where collectors can
buy, sell, or trade postcards. These events frequently draw participants from
across the Midwest and beyond, underscoring the society’s role as a regional
hub for postcard enthusiasts. Additionally, the society partners with local
museums and historical societies to co-host exhibits that spotlight the
Western Reserve’s rich heritage.

Historical Significance and Collecting Trends

Postcards from the Western Reserve region are treasured not only for their
aesthetic appeal but also for their documentary value. The Western Reserve,
historically a part of Connecticut’s land claim in northeastern Ohio, boasts
a deep historical narrative, including settlement patterns, industrial
growth, and cultural developments. Postcards capturing early cityscapes,
iconic buildings, and social events provide tangible connections to these
stories.

Popular Themes Within Western Reserve Postcard
Collections

Collectors affiliated with the Western Reserve Postcard Society often focus
on specific themes, which include but are not limited to:

e Architectural Landmarks: Images of historic homes, courthouses, and
public buildings that define the region’s architectural heritage.

e Natural Landscapes: Scenic postcards highlighting local parks, lakes,
and rural vistas.

e Transportation and Industry: Railroads, factories, and canals that
fueled economic development in the Western Reserve.



e Social and Cultural Events: Postcards depicting fairs, parades, and
community celebrations that illustrate social life over the decades.

These themes not only attract collectors interested in specific topics but
also assist historians and genealogists in understanding the socio-economic
fabric of the region.

Comparison with Other Postcard Collecting Societies

While several postcard societies exist nationally and internationally, the
Western Reserve Postcard Society distinguishes itself through its regional
focus. Compared to broader organizations like the Postcard Collectors Club of
America, WRPS offers a more localized and specialized approach. This regional
concentration allows for deeper dives into the nuances of Western Reserve
history, architecture, and culture, providing members with access to archives
and resources often unavailable elsewhere.

Moreover, the society’s collaborative efforts with local historical
institutions offer a level of integration between postcard collecting and
historical scholarship that is less common in larger, more generalized
postcard organizations.

Preservation Challenges and Digital Adaptation

Like many organizations centered around physical collectibles, the Western
Reserve Postcard Society confronts challenges related to preservation and
relevance in the digital age. Postcards are inherently fragile; paper
deterioration, color fading, and handling damage pose ongoing threats to
these artifacts. The society actively promotes best practices in
conservation, educating members on storage solutions such as acid-free
sleeves and climate-controlled environments.

Digital Archives and Online Community Building

Acknowledging the shift towards digital media, the Western Reserve Postcard
Society has increasingly embraced online platforms. Digital archives of
postcard images enable broader access to collections, facilitating research
without risking damage to original items. The society’s website and social
media channels provide forums for discussion, virtual exhibitions, and
educational content.

This digital expansion not only preserves the postcards virtually but also
attracts younger generations of collectors who may not have previously
engaged with physical postcard collecting. The blend of traditional
collecting with modern digital tools exemplifies how the society adapts to
contemporary trends while honoring its foundational goals.



Benefits and Limitations of Joining the Western
Reserve Postcard Society

Membership in the Western Reserve Postcard Society offers several advantages,
particularly for those interested in regional history and philately:

e Access to Specialized Knowledge: Members benefit from newsletters,
lectures, and publications that delve into postcard history and
identification.

e Networking Opportunities: The society connects collectors, historians,
and curators, fostering collaboration and information exchange.

e Exclusive Events: Participation in postcard shows, auctions, and
exhibitions enhances collecting experiences.

e Resource Sharing: Access to archives, databases, and expert appraisals
supports informed collecting and preservation.

However, there are some limitations to consider. The regional focus, while a
strength, may restrict the scope for collectors interested in more global or
diverse postcard themes. Additionally, as with many niche societies,
membership growth can be gradual, potentially limiting the frequency of
events and publications.

Nevertheless, the Western Reserve Postcard Society remains a cornerstone for
those passionate about the intersection of postal history and regional
culture.

The Western Reserve Postcard Society exemplifies how specialized
organizations preserve cultural memory through dedicated collecting and
scholarship. By sustaining interest in postcards as historical documents, the
society not only enriches the lives of its members but also contributes to a
broader understanding of the Western Reserve’s past. As it evolves alongside
technological advances, the society continues to serve as a bridge between
history and contemporary appreciation of ephemera.
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communities and people. For a while, locals observed living in two time zones simultaneously while
also ignoring a federal law mandating Daylight Saving Time. The world-famous Giant of Seville,
Captain Martin Van Buren Bates, had a brief but violent vigilante episode in Civil War-era Kentucky
before finding peace and Christianity--and a home--in Ohio. The county's most prominent political
family, the Batchelders, had ties to a pig farm in Brunswick that drew national attention and
statewide reform. Author Stephen D. Hambley shares insightful and entertaining stories, many never
heard before, from Medina County's past.

western reserve postcard society: Rare & Expensive Postcards John M. Kaduck, Margaret
Kaduck, 1982 Shows a variety of antique postcards, lists their price ranges, and provides brief
information on collecting them.--Amazon.com.

western reserve postcard society: Any Friend of the Movement Jimmy Elaine Wilkinson
Meyer, 2004 In the 1920s, a few Cleveland women perceived a need for reliable birth control. They
believed that health and social service professionals denied women, especially poor and
working-class women, critical health care information. Any Friend of the Movement tells the story of
these women, their actions, and the organization they created - the direct forerunner of a modern
Planned Parenthood affiliate. The disparate threads of this particular tale include the suicide of a
pregnant woman, the gift of a bereaved inventor, smuggling contraceptive supplies across state
lines, and sponsoring ice skating galas to fund the work. Any Friend of the Movement breaks new
ground in the history of birth control activism in North America. Meyer argues that private
philanthropy and voluntary action on the part of clinics like the Maternal Health Association (MHA)
and their clients vitalized the larger movement at its roots and pushed it forward.--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

western reserve postcard society: Cleveland Heights Congregations Marian J. Morton,
2009 Since the last quarter of the 19th century, dozens of religious congregations have made their
homes in Cleveland Heights. They have been Presbyterian, United Methodist, Evangelical, Roman
Catholic, Jewish (Conservative, Orthodox, and Egalitarian\traditional), Unitarian Universalist, Greek
Orthodox, Baptist, Disciples of Christ, Church of Christ, Lutheran, Christian Science, Episcopalian,
African Methodist Episcopal, and Congregational and now also include a wide array of community
and nondenominational churches. Sponsored by established congregations, encouraged by real
estate developers and public officials, and usually welcomed by residents, churches, synagogues,
and temples have fostered the suburb's growth, sometimes maintaining and sometimes changing
Cleveland Heights neighborhoods. Their houses of worship, ranging from modest renovated
storefronts to stately cathedrals, have enriched the city's landscape; their religious pluralism has
nurtured ethnic, economic, and racial diversity, as well as controversy and conflict; their calls to
action have sometimes aroused the community's conscience. Religious congregations, in short, have
helped to sustain the vitality of Cleveland Heights.
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William Wayne Giffin, 2005 A study of African Americans in Ohio-notably, Cleveland, Columbus, and
Cincinnati. Giffin argues that the color line in Ohio hardened as the Great Migration gained force.
His data shows, too, that the color line varied according to urban area, hardening progressively as
one traveled South in the state.

western reserve postcard society: Recycling the Past Leila Zenderland, 2015-12-17 This is a
book that explores in detail the use that Americans have made of their history for commercial,
cultural, and ideological purposes. It focuses on popular adaptations of historical incidents and
artifacts to reveal how successive generations of Americans have been able to adapt their heritage
to address the needs of their contemporaries. Further, it indicates how the past has helped to shape
the attitudes of later generations toward their own society.
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western reserve postcard society: Hudson's Heritage Grace Goulder Izant, 2001 Hudson is
in many ways a typical village of the Western Reserve, that stretch of northern Ohio formerly
claimed by Connecticut and settled in the early nineteenth century by adventurous Yankees. It
retains its central New England village green, much of its Greek Revival and Federal architecture,
its history as a pioneer settlement, farm center, small town, and commuter haven. It is special,
though, in the pride and care it takes of its historical heritage. Today the village is a showplace of its
region, and its history is the particularized history of the Western Reserve.

western reserve postcard society: Warren Josh Nativio and Meghan Reed, 2021 Warren was
founded in 1798 as an agricultural concern and, within two years, became the county seat of
Trumbull County. By the early 20th century, the city was the 'Silicon Valley' of the Midwest with the
Packard brothers growing the community as a hub for technology and manufacturing. Warren's
population more than doubled between 1910 and 1920 as steel production boomed, placing Warren
on a track to be dubbed an 'All-American City' by the National Civic League in 1954. Recreational
options in neighborhood parks, local hotels, and eateries were abundant. Over 180 postcards in this
book will illuminate the journey Warren took from the 19th century to the later decades of the 20th
century--Back cover.

western reserve postcard society: The Nubian Wedding Book Ingrid Sturgis, 1998-02-24 A
beautiful and practical guide for couples who want to plan a wedding that is richly reflective of
traditional African and African-American culture, The Nubian Wedding Book includes a selection of
toasts and poems about love and marriage may be used to complement wedding vows, wedding
programs, invitations, and thank-you notes. 23 photos.

western reserve postcard society: Newsletters in Print Gale Group, 2002-11-26 With
descriptions of more than 12,000 newsletters in 4,000 different subject areas, this comprehensive
resource is an invaluable research tool.

western reserve postcard society: Murderabilia Harold Schechter, 2023-09-26 From veteran
true crime master Harold Schechter comes a unique look into the history of crime told through the
dark objects left behind. The false teeth of a female serial killer from 1908, the cut-and-paste
confession of the Black Dahlia killer, the newly cracked cipher of the Zodiac killer, the shotgun used
in the Clutter family murders, which were made famous by Truman Capote's true crime classic In
Cold Blood—these are more than simple artifacts that once belonged to notorious murderers. They
are objets of fascination to the legion of true crime obsessives around the world. And not merely for
fleeting dark thrills, but because they represent a way to better understand those who we typically
label monsters in lieu of learning how they actually became one. In Murderabilia, veteran true crime
writer Harold Schechter presents 100 murder-related artifacts spanning two centuries (1808-2014),
with accompanying stories of various lengths. A visual and literary journey, it presents a history
unlike any previously told in the true crime genre, one that speaks to the dark fascination of true
crime fans while also presenting a larger historical timeline of how and why we continue to be
captivated by the most sensational crimes and killers among us.

western reserve postcard society: William and Mary Brickell Beth Brickell, 2011-12-13
Beyond the streets and buildings that now bear the name Brickell is the rich history of William and
Mary Brickell, who worked alongside Julia Tuttle and Henry Flagler to found Miami and Fort
Lauderdale. Hollywood writer and director Beth Brickell has uncovered the history of this dynamic
couple, from William's origins in Ohio to his adventures in the California and Australian gold rushes
and marriage to Mary. This never-before-told story reveals both disappointment and triumph as
these two pioneers clashed with Flagler and John D. Rockefeller during the robber baron days of the
oil industry and finally tamed the wilderness of South Florida.
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western reserve postcard society: The Antiques Journal , 1978

western reserve postcard society: A World History of Rubber Stephen L. Harp, 2015-12-21
A World History of Rubber helps readers understand and gain new insights into the social and
cultural contexts of global production and consumption, from the nineteenth century to today,




through the fascinating story of one commodity. Divides the coverage into themes of race, migration,
and labor; gender on plantations and in factories; demand and everyday consumption; World Wars
and nationalism; and resistance and independence Highlights the interrelatedness of our world long
before the age of globalization and the global social inequalities that persist today Discusses key
concepts of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, including imperialism, industrialization, racism,
and inequality, through the lens of rubber Provides an engaging and accessible narrative for all
levels that is filled with archival research, illustrations, and maps

western reserve postcard society: American Demon Daniel Stashower, 2022-09-06 New
York Times bestselling author and Edgar Award-winner Daniel Stashower returns with American
Demon, a historical true crime starring legendary lawman Eliot Ness. Boston had its Strangler.
California had the Zodiac Killer. And in the depths of the Great Depression, Cleveland had the Mad
Butcher of Kingsbury Run. On September 5th, 1934, a young beachcomber made a gruesome
discovery on the shores of Cleveland’s Lake Erie: the lower half of a female torso, neatly severed at
the waist. The victim, dubbed “The Lady of the Lake,” was only the first of a butcher’s dozen. Over
the next four years, twelve more bodies would be scattered across the city. The bodies were
dismembered with surgical precision and drained of blood. Some were beheaded while still alive.
Terror gripped the city. Amid the growing uproar, Cleveland’s besieged mayor turned to his
newly-appointed director of public safety: Eliot Ness. Ness had come to Cleveland fresh from his
headline-grabbing exploits in Chicago, where he and his band of “Untouchables” led the frontline
assault on Al Capone’s bootlegging empire. Now he would confront a case that would redefine his
storied career. Award-winning author Daniel Stashower shines a fresh light on one of the most
notorious puzzles in the annals of crime, and uncovers the gripping story of Ness’s hunt for a
sadistic killer who was as brilliant as he was cool and composed, a mastermind who was able to hide
in plain sight. American Demon reconstructs this ultimate battle of wits between a hero and a
madman.
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