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Themes of Latin American Literature: Exploring the Rich Tapestry of a Continent’s Stories

Themes of Latin American literature weave a vibrant and complex tapestry that reflects the diverse

cultures, histories, and struggles of the region. From magical realism to political upheaval, the

narratives emerging from Latin America offer profound insights into identity, social justice, and the

human condition. Whether you are a casual reader or a literary enthusiast, understanding these

themes can greatly enrich your appreciation of Latin American works and their global influence.

The Intersection of History and Identity

Latin American literature often grapples with the region’s tumultuous history, and this is one of the

most prominent themes. Writers delve into colonial legacies, indigenous heritage, and the formation of

national identities. The collision between European colonizers and native populations has left a lasting

impact that authors continue to explore through storytelling.

Colonialism and Postcolonial Reflections

Many literary works reflect on colonial domination and its aftermath, highlighting the cultural and

psychological effects on indigenous communities. These narratives often question the imposed

European values and seek to revive native histories and traditions. The postcolonial theme in Latin

American literature serves both as a critique of oppression and as a reclamation of voice, emphasizing

the complexities of cultural hybridity.



Search for Identity and Belonging

The quest for identity is central to many Latin American novels and poems. Writers explore

mestizaje—the mixing of indigenous, African, and European ancestries—and how it shapes personal

and collective identities. This theme resonates strongly as characters grapple with questions of race,

class, and cultural belonging, often symbolizing broader societal struggles.

Magical Realism: Blurring the Lines Between Reality and

Fantasy

One cannot discuss the themes of Latin American literature without delving into magical realism,

arguably the region’s most famous literary style. Authors like Gabriel García Márquez and Isabel

Allende masterfully blend the ordinary with the fantastical, creating worlds where magic is part of

everyday life.

Why Magical Realism Matters

Magical realism serves multiple purposes in Latin American storytelling. It allows writers to express

cultural myths and folklore while addressing contemporary social issues. By suspending strict realism,

these narratives open a space where history, myth, and reality coexist, reflecting the multifaceted

nature of Latin American experience.

Impact on Cultural Expression

Through magical realism, themes such as memory, death, and transformation gain new dimensions.

This literary approach also challenges Western notions of rationality and linear time, offering readers a



fresh perspective on the human experience. It’s a powerful tool for exploring the invisible forces that

shape identity and community.

Social and Political Struggles in Latin American Narratives

Themes of social justice and political conflict are deeply embedded in Latin American literature. The

region’s history of dictatorships, revolutions, and social inequality provides fertile ground for stories that

critique power structures and advocate for change.

Revolution and Resistance

From the Cuban Revolution to guerrilla movements across the continent, literature often captures the

spirit of resistance and the complexities of revolutionary ideals. Characters may embody the hopes and

disillusionments that come with fighting for social transformation, reflecting real historical events and

ideological debates.

Class Struggle and Inequality

Economic disparity and class conflict are recurring themes that highlight the gap between the wealthy

elite and marginalized communities. Writers use their narratives to expose exploitation and advocate

empathy, encouraging readers to confront uncomfortable realities about poverty and privilege.

Exploration of Gender and Sexuality

Another important aspect within themes of Latin American literature is the evolving conversation

around gender roles and sexual identity. Over the decades, increasing numbers of authors have



challenged traditional norms and explored feminist and LGBTQ+ perspectives.

Women’s Voices and Feminist Themes

Women writers like Laura Esquivel and Rosario Castellanos have been instrumental in bringing female

experiences to the forefront. Their works often address patriarchy, domestic life, and the search for

autonomy, enriching Latin American literature with diverse viewpoints.

Queer Narratives and Identity

Contemporary Latin American literature increasingly embraces queer themes, reflecting broader social

changes and struggles for LGBTQ+ rights. These stories offer nuanced portrayals of desire, identity,

and community, broadening the literary landscape and fostering greater inclusivity.

Nature, Landscape, and the Environment

The vast and varied geography of Latin America—from dense jungles to expansive deserts—frequently

features as a theme in its literature. The natural environment is not just a backdrop but often an active

participant in the stories.

Connection to Land and Environment

Many narratives emphasize the spiritual and cultural connection indigenous and rural communities

have with the land. This relationship is portrayed with reverence, highlighting themes of stewardship,

displacement, and ecological balance.



The Role of Nature in Symbolism

Authors use natural elements symbolically to reflect emotional states, social conditions, or historical

moments. The environment can represent freedom, danger, or decay, enriching the thematic layers of

a story and connecting human experiences to the physical world.

Language and Narrative Experimentation

Latin American literature is notable for its inventive use of language and narrative techniques. Writers

often play with structure, voice, and time to create unique storytelling experiences that challenge

conventional forms.

Nonlinear Storytelling and Multiple Perspectives

Many works employ fragmented or cyclical narratives that mirror the complexity of memory and history.

Shifting viewpoints allow readers to engage with different facets of a story, emphasizing the subjectivity

of truth and experience.

Incorporation of Oral Traditions and Folklore

Integrating indigenous myths, legends, and oral storytelling traditions enriches the literary texture and

preserves cultural heritage. This fusion of oral and written forms creates a vibrant dialogue between

past and present.

Exploring the themes of Latin American literature opens a window into a world where history, culture,

and imagination intertwine. Each story carries echoes of the continent’s struggles and triumphs,

inviting readers on a journey through diverse landscapes and complex human emotions. Whether



through magical realism or political narrative, these works continue to inspire and challenge audiences

worldwide, proving the enduring power of Latin American voices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common themes in Latin American literature?

Common themes include identity and cultural hybridity, magical realism, political oppression and

resistance, social inequality, and the exploration of history and memory.

How does magical realism function as a theme in Latin American

literature?

Magical realism blends the fantastical with the mundane, allowing authors to explore complex social

and political realities while challenging traditional narratives and highlighting cultural syncretism.

Why is political oppression a recurring theme in Latin American

literature?

Many Latin American countries have experienced dictatorships, revolutions, and social unrest, making

political oppression a central theme as writers critique authoritarian regimes and advocate for justice

and freedom.

In what ways is identity explored in Latin American literature?

Identity is often examined through the lens of cultural hybridity, indigenous heritage, colonization, and

the intersection of race, class, and gender, reflecting the diverse and complex nature of Latin American

societies.



How is social inequality depicted in Latin American literary works?

Social inequality is portrayed through narratives highlighting poverty, class struggle, marginalization of

indigenous peoples, and the effects of economic disparity on individuals and communities.

What role does history and memory play in Latin American literature?

History and memory are crucial for understanding personal and collective identities; many works revisit

colonialism, revolutions, and trauma to preserve cultural memory and challenge dominant historical

narratives.

How are gender roles and feminism addressed in Latin American

literature?

Authors often critique traditional patriarchal structures, explore women's experiences and

empowerment, and highlight issues like machismo, gender violence, and female agency within Latin

American societies.

What is the significance of nature and the landscape in Latin American

literature?

Nature and landscape often symbolize cultural identity, spiritual beliefs, and social conditions, serving

as a backdrop for magical realism and reflecting the intimate connection between people and their

environment.

How does migration influence themes in Latin American literature?

Migration themes explore displacement, cultural adaptation, identity crises, and the challenges of

diaspora, reflecting the experiences of Latin Americans both within the region and abroad.

Why is the theme of solitude important in Latin American literature?

Solitude often represents existential reflection, alienation, and the search for meaning, as seen in



works by authors like Gabriel García Márquez and Mario Vargas Llosa, emphasizing individual and

collective struggles.

Additional Resources

**Exploring the Rich and Complex Themes of Latin American Literature**

Themes of Latin American literature have long captivated scholars, readers, and critics worldwide,

reflecting the region's vibrant history, diverse cultures, and socio-political complexities. From the

magical realism that defines much of the 20th-century narrative to the poignant explorations of identity

and resistance, Latin American literary works provide a profound window into the continent's soul. This

article delves into the recurring motifs and thematic preoccupations that characterize Latin American

literature, examining how these themes mirror historical realities and cultural nuances while

contributing to global literary conversations.

Historical and Cultural Context Influencing Latin American

Literature

Understanding the themes of Latin American literature requires first an appreciation of the region’s

tumultuous history and cultural diversity. Colonization, indigenous displacement, slavery, political

upheaval, and struggles for independence have all left indelible marks on the literary output from Latin

America. Writers often grapple with these realities, weaving them into narratives that are both local in

flavor and universal in appeal.

The intersection of indigenous traditions, European colonial legacies, and African influences creates a

rich tapestry of cultural expression. As a result, themes such as identity, hybridity, and cultural memory

emerge prominently. Latin American literature, therefore, becomes a site for negotiating these complex

historical layers, offering stories that challenge monolithic national narratives.



Dominant Themes in Latin American Literature

1. Magical Realism and the Blurring of Reality

One of the most internationally recognized themes in Latin American literature is magical realism.

Pioneered by authors like Gabriel García Márquez, Isabel Allende, and Juan Rulfo, this literary style

blends the mundane with the fantastical, challenging conventional distinctions between reality and

fantasy. Magical realism serves as a vehicle to express the mystical and spiritual dimensions

embedded in Latin American cultures, often drawing from indigenous mythologies and folklore.

This theme not only enriches narrative complexity but also allows writers to critique social and political

realities subtly. By embedding extraordinary elements in everyday settings, authors highlight

contradictions and tensions within society, such as inequality, injustice, and corruption.

2. Identity and Postcolonial Consciousness

Issues of identity—racial, cultural, and national—are central to Latin American literature. The legacy of

colonialism has left many grappling with a fragmented sense of self, torn between indigenous heritage,

European ancestry, and African descent. Writers explore mestizaje (racial and cultural mixing) as both

a source of richness and conflict.

Postcolonial themes often interrogate the imposition of foreign languages, values, and power

structures, aiming to reclaim indigenous voices and histories. This reclamation is evident in the works

of authors such as Rosario Castellanos and Miguel Ángel Asturias, who foreground indigenous

perspectives and challenge dominant Eurocentric narratives.



3. Political Struggle and Social Justice

Latin America’s history of dictatorships, revolutions, and social unrest is vividly reflected in its literature.

Themes of resistance, oppression, and the quest for justice permeate many works, revealing the

authors’ engagement with their socio-political environment. From the poems of Pablo Neruda to the

novels of Mario Vargas Llosa, literature becomes a form of activism and a platform for voicing dissent.

This thematic focus often addresses issues such as poverty, class disparity, human rights abuses, and

censorship. The literature serves to document and critique the consequences of authoritarian regimes

and neoliberal policies, highlighting the human cost of political conflict.

4. The Role of Nature and Landscape

The Latin American landscape—whether it be the Amazon rainforest, the Andean mountains, or the

arid deserts—frequently functions as more than just a backdrop; it becomes a character in itself.

Themes involving nature emphasize the connection between people and their environment, often

symbolizing freedom, danger, or isolation.

Writers like José Maria Arguedas integrate ecological concerns with indigenous worldviews,

underscoring the spiritual significance of the land. The natural environment also reflects broader

themes, such as the exploitation of resources and environmental degradation tied to economic

development.

5. Urbanization and Modernity

With rapid urban growth in cities like Mexico City, Buenos Aires, and São Paulo, Latin American

literature often explores the tensions between tradition and modernity. Themes related to urban

alienation, migration, and the fragmentation of community are common, illustrating the challenges of



adapting to changing social landscapes.

Authors such as Roberto Bolaño and Clarice Lispector have examined how urban life shapes identity

and interpersonal relationships, revealing the complexities of contemporary existence in Latin America.

Comparative Perspectives: Latin American Themes vs. Global

Literature

While many themes in Latin American literature resonate globally, the region’s unique historical and

cultural context imparts distinctive qualities. For instance, magical realism found in Latin America

differs markedly from fantastical elements in European or North American literature due to its

rootedness in indigenous mysticism and colonial history.

Moreover, the persistent focus on postcolonial identity and political struggle situates Latin American

narratives within a broader discourse on decolonization and social justice. These themes often

intertwine with global concerns but are articulated through localized experiences, offering nuanced

perspectives that enrich world literature.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its richness, Latin American literature and its themes face challenges, including stereotyping

and exoticization in international markets. The global popularity of magical realism, for example,

sometimes overshadows other significant literary movements and voices, such as indigenous literature

or feminist writings.

Additionally, the predominance of male authors in canonical lists has prompted critical re-evaluations,

leading to increased attention to women writers and marginalized groups. This shift broadens the

thematic scope to include gender, sexuality, and intersectionality, further diversifying the literary



landscape.

The Evolving Landscape of Latin American Literary Themes

Contemporary Latin American literature continues to evolve, integrating new themes such as migration,

globalization, and digital culture. Younger authors engage with transnational identities and explore the

impacts of technology and environmental crises on communities.

The interplay between tradition and innovation ensures that the themes of Latin American literature

remain dynamic and relevant. By reflecting ongoing social transformations, these works contribute to a

deeper understanding of the region’s complexities and aspirations.

In sum, the themes of Latin American literature offer a multifaceted exploration of human experience

shaped by history, culture, and politics. Their enduring appeal lies in their ability to articulate the

tensions and harmonies of a diverse and vibrant continent, resonating far beyond its geographical

boundaries.
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writers. Outstanding Reference Source Outstanding Reference Book
  themes of latin american literature: Encyclopedia of Latin American and Caribbean
Literature, 1900-2003 Daniel Balderston, Mike Gonzalez, 2004 The Encyclopedia of
Twentieth-Century Latin American and Caribbean Literature, 1900-2003 draws together entries on
all aspects of literature including authors, critics, major works, magazines, genres, schools and
movements in these regions from the beginning of the twentieth century to the present day. With
more than 200 entries written by a team of international contributors, this Encyclopedia successfully
covers the popular to the esoteric. The Encyclopedia is an invaluable reference resource for those
studying Latin American and/or Caribbean literature as well as being of huge interest to those
folowing Spanish or Portuguese language courses.
  themes of latin american literature: A Companion to Latin American Literature Stephen M.
Hart, 2007 The evolution of Latin American literature. A Companion to Latin American Literature
offers a lively and informative introduction to the most significant literary works produced in Latin
America from the fifteenth century until the present day. It shows how the press, and its product the
printed word, functioned as the common denominator binding together, in different ways over time,
the complex and variable relationship between the writer, the reader and the state. The meandering
story of the evolution of Latin American literature - from the letters of discovery written by
Christopher Columbus and Vaz de Caminha, via the Republican era at the end of the nineteenth
century when writers in Rio de Janeiro as much as inBuenos Aires were beginning to live off their
pens as journalists and serial novelists, until the 1960s when writers of the quality of Clarice
Lispector in Brazil and García Márquez in Colombia suddenly burst onto the world stage- is traced
chronologically in six chapters which introduce the main writers in the main genres of poetry, prose,
the novel, drama, and the essay. A final chapter evaluates the post-boom novel, testimonio, Latino
and Brazuca literature, gay, Afro-Hispanic and Afro-Brazilian literature, along with the Novel of the
New Millennium. This study also offers suggestions for further reading. STEPHEN M. HART is
Professor of Hispanic Studies, UniversityCollege London, and Profesor Honorario, Universidad de
San Marcos, Lima.
  themes of latin american literature: The Social Conscience of Latin American Writing Naomi
Lindstrom, 2010-01-01 A CHOICE Outstanding Academic Book Literature in Latin America has long
been a vehicle for debates over the interpretation of social history, cultural identity, and artistic
independence. Indeed, Latin American literature has gained international respect for its ability to
present social criticism through works of imaginative creation. In this comprehensive,
up-to-the-minute survey of research and opinion by leading Latin American cultural and literary
critics, Naomi Lindstrom examines five concepts that are currently the focus of intense debate
among Latin American writers and thinkers. Writing in simple, clear terms for both general and
specialist readers of Latin American literature, she explores the concepts of autonomy and
dependency, postmodernism, literary intellectuals and the mass media, testimonial literature, and
gender issues, including gay and lesbian themes. Excerpts (in English) from relevant literary works
illustrate each concept, while Lindstrom also traces its passage from the social sciences to
literature.
  themes of latin american literature: Latin American Fiction Phillip Swanson, 2008-04-15
This book introduces readers to the evolution of modern fiction in Spanish-speaking Latin America.
Presents Latin American fiction in its cultural and political contexts. Introduces debates about how
to read this literature. Combines an overview of the evolution of modern Latin American fiction with
detailed studies of key texts. Discusses authors such as Mario Vargas Llosa, Gabriel García Márquez,
Jorge Luis Borges and Isabel Allende. Covers nation-building narratives, ‘modernismo’, the New
Novel, the Boom, the Post-Boom, Magical Realism, Hispanic fiction in the USA, and more.
  themes of latin american literature: Sexual Textualities David William Foster, 2013-12-06
Since the 1991 publication of his groundbreaking book Gay and Lesbian Themes in Latin American
Writing, David William Foster has proposed a series of theoretical and critical principles for the
analysis of Latin American culture from the perspectives of the queer. This book continues that



project with a queer reading of literary and cultural aspects of Latin American texts. Moving beyond
its predecessor, which provided an initial inventory of Latin American gay and lesbian writing,
Sexual Textualities analyzes questions of gender representation in Latin American cultural
productions to establish the interrelationships, tensions, and irresolvable conflicts between
heterosexism and homoeroticism. The topics that Foster addresses include Eva Peron as a
cultural/sexual icon, feminine pornography, Luis Humberto Hermosillo's classic gay film Doña
Herlinda y su hijo, homoerotic writing and Chicano authors, Matias Montes Huidobro's Exilio and
the representation of gay identity, representation of the body in Alejandra Pizarnik's poetry, and the
crisis of masculinity in Argentine fiction from 1940 to 1960.
  themes of latin american literature: Latin American Women Writers: An Encyclopedia
María Claudia André, Eva Paulino Bueno, 2014-01-09 Latin American Women Writers: An
Encyclopedia presents the lives and critical works of over 170 women writers in Latin America
between the sixteenth and twentieth centuries. This features thematic entries as well as biographies
of female writers whose works were originally published in Spanish or Portuguese, and who have
had an impact on literary, political, and social studies. Focusing on drama, poetry, and fiction, this
work includes authors who have published at least three literary texts that have had a significant
impact on Latin American literature and culture. Each entry is followed by extensive bibliographic
references, including primary and secondary sources. Coverage consists of critical appreciation and
analysis of the writers' works. Brief biographical data is included, but the main focus is on the
meanings and contexts of the works as well as their cultural and political impact. In addition to
author entries, other themes are explored, such as humor in contemporary Latin American fiction,
lesbian literature in Latin America, magic, realism, or mother images in Latin American literature.
The aim is to provide a unique, thorough, scholarly survey of women writers and their works in Latin
America. This Encyclopedia will be of interest to both to the student of literature as well as to any
reader interested in understanding more about Latin American culture, literature, and how women
have represented gender and national issues throughout the centuries.
  themes of latin american literature: Sex and Sexuality in Latin America Daniel Balderston,
Donna Guy, 1997-02-01 Despite the explosion of critical writing on gender and sexuality, relatively
little work has focused on Latin America. Sex and Sexuality in Latin America: An Interdisciplinary
Readerfills in this gap. Daniel Balderston and Donna J. Guy assert that the study of sexuality in Latin
America requires a break with the dominant Anglo-European model of gender. To this end, the
essays in the collection focus on the uncertain and contingent nature of sexual identity. Organized
around three central themes--control and repression; the politics and culture of resistance; and
sexual transgression as affirmation of marginalized identities--this intriguing collection will
challenge and inform conceptions of Latin American gender and sexuality. Covering topics ranging
from transvestism to the world of tango, and countries as diverse as Mexico, Brazil, and Argentina,
this volume takes an accessible, dynamic, and interdisciplinary approach to a highly theoretical
topic. Opens up new conceptual horizons for exploring gender and sexuality. . . . In stimulating
readers to think 'outside the box' of established academic notions of sexuality and gender, Sex and
Sexuality in Latin America illustrates the sometimes mind-boggling mission of iconoclastic
scholarship. The well-written essays are thought-provoking analyses on the cutting edge of gender
scholarship. —Latin American Research Review, vol. 36, no. 3, 2001
  themes of latin american literature: Latin American Writers on Gay and Lesbian
Themes David William Foster, 1994-11-07 Gay and lesbian themes in Latin American literature have
been largely ignored. This reference fills this gap by providing more than a hundred alphabetically
arranged entries for Latin American authors who have treated gay or lesbian material in their works.
Each entry explores the significance of gay and lesbian themes in a particular author's writings and
closes with a bibliography of primary and secondary sources. The figures included have a professed
gay identity, or have written on gay or lesbian themes in either a positive or negative way, or have
authored works in which a gay sensibility can be identified. The volume pays particular attention to
the difficulty of ascribing North American critical perspectives to Latin American authors, and



studies these authors within the larger context of Latin American culture. The book includes entries
for men and women, and for authors from Latin American countries as well as Latino writers from
the United States. The entries are written by roughly 60 expert contributors from Latin America, the
U.S., and Europe.
  themes of latin american literature: Handbook of Latin American Literature (Routledge
Revivals) David William Foster, 2015-06-11 First published in 1987 (this second edition in 1992), the
Handbook of Latin American Literature offers readers the opportunity to explore this literary history
in the English Language and constitutes an ideological approach to Latin American Literature. It
provides both concise information concerning particular authors, works, and literary traditions of
Latin America as well as comprehensive material about the various national literatures of the area.
This book will therefore be of interest to Hispanic scholars, as well as more general readers and
non-Hispanists.
  themes of latin american literature: The Epic of Latin American Literature Arturo
Torres-Rioseco,
  themes of latin american literature: Handbook of Latin American Literature (Routledge
Revivals) David Foster, 2015-06-11 First published in 1987 (this second edition in 1992), the
Handbook of Latin American Literature offers readers the opportunity to explore this literary history
in the English Language and constitutes an ideological approach to Latin American Literature. It
provides both concise information concerning particular authors, works, and literary traditions of
Latin America as well as comprehensive material about the various national literatures of the area.
This book will therefore be of interest to Hispanic scholars, as well as more general readers and
non-Hispanists.
  themes of latin american literature: Chicano/Latino Homoerotic Identities David W. Foster,
2014-07-16 This collection, which grew out of a research conference held at Arizona State
Universoty in November 1997, examines varieties of Chicano/Latino homoerotic identities. It
includes essays by a group of scholars who are engaged in defining the parameters of these
identities and who are concerned with how those identities interact with the dominate ones
articulated by a hegemonic Anglo society in the United States.
  themes of latin american literature: Concise Encyclopedia of Latin American Literature
Verity Smith, 2014-01-14 The Concise Encyclopedia includes: all entries on topics and countries,
cited by many reviewers as being among the best entries in the book; entries on the 50 leading
writers in Latin America from colonial times to the present; and detailed articles on some 50
important works in this literature-those who read and studied in the English-speaking world.
  themes of latin american literature: Reader's Guide to Lesbian and Gay Studies Timothy
Murphy, 2013-10-18 The Reader's Guide to Lesbian and Gay Studies surveys the field in some 470
entries on individuals (Adrienne Rich); arts and cultural studies (Dance); ethics, religion, and
philosophical issues (Monastic Traditions); historical figures, periods, and ideas (Germany between
the World Wars); language, literature, and communication (British Drama); law and politics (Child
Custody); medicine and biological sciences (Health and Illness); and psychology, social sciences, and
education (Kinsey Report).
  themes of latin american literature: Manuel Zapata Olivella and the "darkening" of
Latin American Literature Antonio D. Tillis, 2005
  themes of latin american literature: Science Fusion in Contemporary Mexican Literature
Brian T. Chandler, 2024 Science Fusion in Contemporary Mexican Literature examines how Mexican
authors use scientific knowledge and conceptual analogues to address issues in biopolitics,
historiography, metaphysics, ethics, and ecological crisis in the age of the Anthropocene. By
blending science and literature, these works reposition the human and offer fresh perspectives to
address present-day sociocultural and environmental issues.
  themes of latin american literature: A Companion to US Latino Literatures Carlota
Caulfield, Darién J. Davis, 2007 A panorama of literature by Latinos, whether born or resident in the
United States.



  themes of latin american literature: Representations of China in Latin American Literature
(1987-2016) Maria Montt Strabucchi, 2023-11-15 An Open Access edition of this book is available on
the Liverpool University Press website and the OAPEN library as part of the Opening the Future
project with COPIM. Representations of China in Latin American Literature (1987-2016) analyses
contemporary Latin American novels in which China is the main theme. Using ‘China’ as a
multidimensional term, it explores how the novels both highlight and undermine assumptions about
China that have shaped Latin America’s understanding of ‘China’ and shows ‘China’ to be a kind of
literary/imaginary ‘third’ term which reframes Latin American discourses of alterity. On one level, it
argues that these texts play with the way that ‘China’ stands in as a wandering signifier and as a
metonym for Asia, a gesture that essentialises it as an unchanging other. On another level, it argues
that the novels’ employment of ‘China’ resists essentialist constructions of identity. ‘China’ is thus
shown to be serving as a concept which allows for criticism of the construction of fetishized
otherness and of the exclusion inherent in essentialist discourses of identity. The book presents and
analyses the depiction of an imaginary of China which is arguably performative, but which discloses
the tropes and themes which may be both established and subverted, in the novels. Chapter One
examines the way in which ‘China’ is represented and constructed in Latin American novels where
this country is a setting for their stories. The novels studied in Chapter Two are linked to the
presence of Chinese communities in Latin America. The final chapter examines novels whose main
theme is travel to contemporary China. Ultimately, in the novels studied in this book ‘China’ serves
as a concept through which essentialist notions of identity are critiqued.
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